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PREFACE* 



liVHEN I first turned my thoughts towards 
the ccraiposition of the Work which is now 
rabmitted to the Public, I bi^d ao idea of the 
task in which I have found mysdf engaged in 
its progress. My chief object was to fiirnish 
a brief description of the present appearance 
Vad state of the Scilly Iidands, and thus to 
contribute to the informadon of a few Friends, 
who were kindly anxious to know wbat means 
of in^>roTement or amusement I might find 
in this remote corner ol ih» Empire. It had, 
indeed, been suggested to me, before I left 
£agla^, that a £utkful account of these Is^ 
lands bad long been a desideratum, and could 
scarcely Usui to meet success ; but I am too 
well versed in literary history to imagine that 
siu:c(^s iw an invariable attendant even on 
works of much higher claims than are here 

b 2 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Vill PREFACE. 

advanced. " The race," says the Wise Man, 
** w not to the swifts nor the battle to the 
strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet 
riches to men of understanding, nor favour 
to men of skill." Having been repeatedly 
solicited, however, as well by several Gen- 
tlemen of Scilly, as by letters from some to 
whose desires I owe respectful attention, to 
undertake this task, I have endeavoured, in 
the best manner in my power, to qomply with 
their requests. 

It will be observed that thi^ work accom- 
plishes much more than its title promises; 
yet I have retained the designation which I 
originally adopted, both because it is strictly 
applicable to the greater part of the book, 
and that other names which might have been 
thought more expressive of the nature of the 
publication, had been selected by preceding 
writei*s ; — of a few of whom it is now neces- 
sary to take some notice, which may apologize 
for the appearance of the following sheets. 

Of the various authors who have treated 
of the Scilly Islands, Heatli and Troutbeck 
alone appear to have enjoyed the advantage 
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PREFACE* «C 

of an intimate acquaintance with their sub- 
ject by residing for a. considerable time op 
the spot. Some have been mere visitors,— 
winter swallows, — which just alight, and fly 
away. Others (who will be found sufficient- 
ly distinguished in the ensuing chapters, 
and whom, therefore, it is not necessary here 
to name) have been content to retail the 
accounts of preceding writers, and even to 
build hypotheses on data the correctness of 
which they had never ascertained ! 

Heath's book was published above seventy 
years ago (anno MDCCL. ) It is entitled 
" A Natural and Historical Account of the 
** Islands of Scilly ; describing ' their situa- 
** tion, number, extent, soil, culture, produce, 
** rarities, towns, fortifications, trade, manu- 
*^ facture, inhabitants, their government, laws, 
"customs, grants, records, and antiquities," 
&c. &c. &c. The author takes 6are to in- 
form bis readers, more than once, that he 
was an officer in His Majesty's Garrison at 
Scilly in 1744, " where," says he, " I con- 
tinued for a twelvemonth among the inhabi- 
tants^ and lost no time in making my ob- 
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servations; and the result of what I ther^ 
saw, and [of what] otherwise came to my 
knowledge, will appear by the following cor- 
rect Draughty and faithful History." 

The " draught " here alluded to is a chart 
of the Scilly Islands, which is certainly plan- 
ned and executed in a judicious manner ; 
the extracts of various grants and charters, 
which the author has made from the Tower 
Records, are valuable to the antiquarian and 
historian ; but of the work at large it must 
be observed (how interesting soever it mi^ht 
once have been) that it has no claims what- 
soever to scientific research, just proportion, 
or regular arrangement. The style is gar- 
rulous and common-place, — abounding with 
frequ^it abortive attempts at wit, and ridi- 
culous conceits. The writer dwells with 
tedious minuteness on many trifles, — swells 
into bombast in describing real curiosities, 
— and passes over many interesting object^ 
without the slightest observation. Thus hid 
whole account of the Off-Islands is summed 
up in nine largely-printed pages^ of which St. 
Agnes obtains nearly four, while St. Martin'^ 
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and Brylier are dismbs^fd with not more 
than half a pag^e each ! But '' U^iiidr Castle'' 
in KtfUl — (of which the author has given a 
pkie as he resided there wheik his book was 
published) — is delebrated in a note running 
through ni»e pages^ and containing twice as 
much mattw as the writet* has bestowed on 
all the Off- Islands of SciUy! His work 
consists of 456 pages, of which, however, 
only^ 240 { or little more than one half) can 
be said to relate to Scilly, — ^the greater part 
of the remaining portion being '* a descrip- 
tion of Cornwall " ! In a word, Heath's 
Account may be read once for curiosity, 
but will never be referred to with pleasure. 
He possessed very few requisites to form 
an agreeable and instructive writer; it is 
not to be wondered at, therefore, if his rea- 
ders are not numerous, and his admirers 
are still more scarce. 

Troutbeck was, for many yeai-s, Chaplain 
of the Island of St. Mary's, and had excel- 
lent . opportunities for becoming acquainted 
with every thing connected with the work 
which he undertook to write, and he so far 
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embraced those opportunities as faithfully to 
give the dimeusicms of ^' a hole for fixing a 
flag-staff,"* with several other " curiosities'' 
of the like nature. His book, vi^hich has no 
date, but which appears to have been com- 
piled about the year 1794, is entitled " A 
'^ Survey of the Ancient and Pra^ent State 
" of the Scilly Islands : describing their si- 
** tuation, townsy forts, produce, govermnent, 
*' customs, antiquities, number, churches, har- 
'' hours, language, arts, manufactures, han^e- 
" burnings ! i exievAi castles, soil, religion, trafr 
*' fie, grants, shipwrecks," ^ &c. &c. &c- — ** A 
** work," it is added, '' very necessary for 
'' such sea- faring people as come near the 
" dangerous rocks of Scilly, and entertaining 
** to all degrees of reefers'' ! 

Troutbeck, certainly, not only descnbes 
every thing that he saw, but also relates 



* See his " Sui-vey,'' p. 85. 
^ Whether this strange jvmbling is to be attribntcd 
to Mr. Troutbeck or his prister, I know not : llie 
words, however, stadd in tbree columns on the title* 
page, and the results are as above expressed. 
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every thing that he heard, respecting Scilly, 
with equal minuteness and precision, what- 
ever might be the object of his attentiim. 
But his language is even more familiar and 
inelegant than that of his predecessor. There 
is no arrangement, — no division of books, 
chapters, or sections : It is all a ^' rudis in- 
iligestaque moles'' of ill-assorted facts, crude 
narratives, and dry details; embracing not 
only the name of every rock and ledge 
around the Islands, with directions to mari- 
ners for avoiding them ; but also his own 
private squabbles with the resident agent of 
the Duke of Leeds! and eked out with the 
proceedings and correspondence of the Court 
of Twelve, at St. Mary's. He has also 
inserted an article ** Of History^'' extend* 
ing to above ten pages of small newspaper 
print, and the whole of which is taken from 
Heath, verbatim^ without the slightest ac- 
knowledgment or reference. Indeed Trout- 
beck's plagiarisms are the most numerous 
and barefaced that I ever knew ; not being 
confined to single sentences, or detached 
paragraphs, but, in some instances, extend- 
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iHg to the appropriation of whole pages to the 
purposes of his own " Survey-" The bocdc con- 
sists of ^4 pages, badly printed, on a coarse 
bkfish paper ; the type, in the last 60 pages, 
being extremdiy small and scarcely l^ble. 

Dr. Borlsuse's work on the Scilly Islands 
is a learned and valuable production; bc^ 
more suited to the phSosopher and anti* 
quaiian than to the general reader, by whom, 
indeed, it is scarcely known. As I have had 
occasion, more than once, to refer to that pub- 
lication in the course of the following pages, 
this brief notice of it may suffice for the 
present.^ 

Of the volume now offered to the world, 
I have but little more to say. Of the ar- 
rangement and execution, the Reader will 
judge for himself : . But I may be allowed 
to state that its imperfections, — of whatever 
nature, — are rather the results of insular pri- 
vation of literary resources and conveniences, 
than of negligence or inattention. If 1 have 
shewn that the Scilly Islands are really of 
great national importance, and have pointed 
out the means by which they might be much 
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improved, I hope I mey vewtare to olaiiii 
i^oine fihare of md«i)geiiee and attetitioD. in 
the descriptive parts I confidefrtijr bdieve 
that tio material eiror or omission w^ km 
found. It should, however, be observed, 
that even daring the period when the fol- 
lowing sheets Were passing through the press, 
some slight changes occurred at Scilly, which 
would scarcely deserve notice here, were it 
not to anticipate the objections, and blunt 
the shafts, of puerile malice.*' Of the whole 
work I have only to add, that I have seen 
for myself the various places which I have 
attempted to delineate ; and that I have en- 
deavoured, by reflection, observation, and en- 
quiry, to form a correct judgment of the 
subjects on which I have ventured to offer 
an opinion. Having no other object in view 
than the statement of facts, for the benefit of 



"" Among those changes may he noticed the secession 
of one of the packets,*— the removal of the hell of Star 
Castle to St. Agnes Church » — the ahandonment of the 
new kelp manufactory at Tresco, — some improvements 
of the roads at St. Mary's, ^c. drc. &c. 
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my country, the gratification of my Readers, 
and the advantage of the people amongst 
whom Divine Providence has placed me; I 
tranquilly leave the tolume to its fate. 

G. W. 
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VIEW 

OF TBB 

PRESENT STATE 

OF THB 

SCILLY ISLANDS. 



GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 



Chapter 1. 
Geographical Position of the Scilly Islands. — 
Their Bearings and Distance from the near-- 
est Head-lands of England^ France^ and Ire- 
land. — Their general Appearance^ Numbeff 
Extent^ Dimensions^ and Poptdation. — Their 
Importance to Great Britain dem^mstratedy 
from a variety of Considerations. — Analysis 
of the Report of the Surveyor General of the 
Duchy of Cornwall on the Improvement of 
the Roadsteads at Scilly ; with Remarks^ 
ohviatory of popular prejudices^ and elucida" 
tory of the subjects contained in the Report. 



The Scilly Islands — (more commonly, 
though taguely, known under the general name 
of Scilly y^^ve situated at the entrance of the 
British and Bristol Channels, which are first; 

B 
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separated and distinguished.by their interposi- 
tion. They lie in latitude 49 degrees, 57 nii- 
nutes, North; longitude 6 degrees, 43 minutes. 
West ; bearing about West*by-South from the 
Land's End ; due West from the Lizard ; 
North- West from Ushant; and South- East 
from Cape Clear. They are distant from the 
latter place, 51 leagues ; from Ushant, 34 ; 
from the Lizard, 17; and from the Land's End 
(whence they may be seen by the naked eye, 
on a clear day) between 9 and 10 leagues. 
From London, their distance is 320 miles/ 

^ Although it is not itttended, in this work, to foUo# 
the examples of Heath and Trautheck^ by inserting a va- 
riety of articles connected merely with the local naviga- 
tion of the Isles, and therefore wholly uninteresting to the 
general reader ; yet it may be remarked, as an observa- 
tion of th« accurate Dr. Halley, that in the charts extant 
in his time» they were laid down too far Northerly ; in 
some instances, full 50 deg. 10 min^ This, as he adds, 
was not without a good effect so long as the magnetic 
variation continued Easterly ; but since it became West- 
erly, as it has been from the year 1657, dhips steering in 
Easterly by the compass, get the variation to the North- 
ward of their true course, which may expose them to mis- 
takes and danger, especially if Scilly be reckoned in or 
above 50 degrees. He contends that the in-draught of 
St. George's Channel is not sufficient to occasion these 
accidents ; and therefore advises masters of ships coming 
into Channel to *^ steer on a course as much to the South« 
ward of the Ea&t, as the variation, at any time, is Wester- 
ly j which will exactly keep their parallel* And also that . 
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Soon after leaving the Land's End, the sha- 
dowy forms of the Islands are seen, apparently 
combined in one long low line, stretching on 
the verge of the horizon like a slight cloud. 
St. Martin's Head, (the Northernmost point of 
the Islands, on which is a white dg^y-mark) is 
first perceived ; but the Isles and rocks lie in 
Quch clusters, that the divisions and channels 
between them can only be discerned on a 
near approach. These groups ^hift their 
forms continually, according to the differ- 
ent points of view in which they ai^ contem- 
plated. At the distance often or twelve miles, 
the Islands appear in one connected mass, yet 
with numerous abrupt ridges ; but, seen from 
each other, the Islands of St. Mary's, St. Mar- 
tin's, and Tresco, seem nearly level at top, 
and about the same height, their head-lands 
being terminated by earns or piles of rock. 



Uiey come out of the ocean on a parallel not more North- 
erly than 49 deg. 40 min. which will bring them fair by 
the Lizard." 

I have only further to obierve on this head, that al- 
though Heathy agreeably to Halley's suggestion, has laid 
down St. Mary's Castle in lat 49 deg. 55 min. and St. 
Agnes' Light -house in 49 deg. 53 min. dO sec; more 
recent and more accurate observation has fixed the former 
in thQ situation mentioned on the preceding pi^e; and 
8t Agnes in lat. 49 deg. 54 min. N.; Ion. 6 deg. 19 min. W^ 
(SceMackay'i Navigator.) 

B 2 
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St. Mary's gently diminishes towards its South- 
em and Northern extremities : The Hugh^ 
being separated from the main part of the Is- 
land by a broad pool or bay on each side of a 
low neck of sand^ looks like a contiguous 
Isle. St. Agnes, Samson, andBryher, in every 
direction, have a very irregular and hilly ap- 
pearance. There is nothing engaging in the 
general aspect of this British Archipelago: 
Rugged ridges, utterly destitute of trees; — 
their sides tinted with a dull brownish hue of 
scanty vegetation; — ^their bases streaked by 
long and broad beaches of white sand, or dar* 
Jcened by sombre rocks of every variety of size 
and foiTO ; — such are the prominent features of 
the Scilly Islands. The Eastern Isles are unin- 
habited ; and but few houses, or other works of 
man, being visible on the othei^ Islands as seen 
from St. Mary's Road, the general appearance 
is certainly dreary and uninviting. The stran- 
ger is, therefore, somewhat agreeably surprized, 
on entering the Pool, at finding a harbour, 
quay, town, and garrison, with such other ob- 
jects as the eye has been usually accustomed 
to contemplate in a small sea-port, 

Scilly consists oi six principal Jslandsy all of 
which are inhabited ; — eleven smaller Iskmds or 
Jsles, each containing from ten to eighty acres ; 
• — tiventy one Islets^ containing from one to 
nine acres respectively ; and an immense num- 
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ber of rocks, apparent or sunken, some sur- 
rounding the Islands,— others endangering the 
navigation of the Sounds,— and others stretch- 
ing away, under every diversity of Bcopulous 
proportion, above four miles into the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the great peril of vessels which may 
approach too near in stormy weather. 

The. whole quantity of land on the Island's 
is about 4600 acres, more than half of which 
are capable of cultivation, aa will be shewn in 
a subsequent chapter. 

The names, dimensions, and population of 
the Islands, in the present day, are as follow : 

Six Principal Islands. 



MAMES. ACRES. 

St. Mary's 1640, 

Tresco • 880, 

St. Martin's 720, 

St. Agnes' 390, 

Bryher 390, 

Samson •..•••«•• 120, 

4080 



pcnnjuLTioir. 
about 1400 



480 
280 



140 
34 

2616 



Eleven Smaller Islands. 



NAMES. ACRES. 

St. Helen's* ,... 80 

Te&n... 

White island (near St 

Martin's). .^ 

Annet '•••.•••••• 50 

Oreat Arthur ,.•• 30 



70 
50 



NAMES. ACRES. 

Great Oanally • ••«.•• 20 
Great GamMok ••.••• LB 
Orebawithen*. •«••,•• ^ ^ 
Melledgan* ••••••••• 20 

Gorregan* ,..^ 20 

Rosevean* • • • ^ • Id 
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Vnistl^T SfkTE OF 

Twenty One Islets. 



[Vsttl. 



1IAME8. ACRES. 

Miaewithen ••••• 15 

Iforenour • 13 

Mincarlo • * . 12 

Roserear* • . ; 12 

Camperdeney ••...••• io 

Guahall (or Gweall) • • • 10 

Nortbwfthel 9 

ToU'sIsland 7 

White Island (near ) 
Samson's),,«« ., •• ) 

Little Arthur 7 



WAMES. ACRES. 

Pednathise 7 

Inas^iggick , • • • 8 

LitUeGaniUy 6 

Little Gannick 5 

Ragged Island* • • 5 

Innisvotds ••• .* 4' 

Round Island*, ..••••• 3 

MaideaBower •• 3 

Penbrose ••*«# S 

Great Crebinack •••••• 2 

ScUly* 1 



Those places distinguished in the preceding 
lists by an asterisk (*), are so full of rocky 
eminences asvto be utterly incapable ojf culti- 
vation. Many of the other Islets are so siuall, 
and lie at such a distance from thie principal 
Islands, as'to be also wholly useless. The 
rest bear a short coarse grass, and. are fit for 
fe^d^ng cattlp iQ.i^Hmmi^r, .whw ^ fip>v families 
visit them, for some, weeks, .for. the purpose of 
cul;tiiig sea- weed for kelp. 

The'whole circuit traced by the Islands and 
rocks of Seilly amidst $he int^uent seas 
(Pednathise being the Southern point; the 
Cfm.rP.Qkv the West; Miggall, the North- 
West V • White Isktndy near > St.- ^^ulin'K, the 
Northern*; and the Ainf0/ci rock the Eastem- 
nrb^ point) is about ten leagiies. The circuit 
descried 'by the inhal^tec^ ][slsaids is sis 
leagues. 
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Unknown as these Islands have so long 
and generally been to persons in England, the 
neglect which they have experienced is hardly 
a matter of wonder ; yet how that ignorance 
could have prevailed to so great an extent, is 
indeed astonishing! Comparatively speakings 
but few persons, even of the adjacent coun- 
ty, have ever visited them ; and of those few, 
the chief part had generally no other object in 
view than the hasty gratification of an idle cu- 
riosity, or the implicit pursuit of the calls of 
business, which left neither leisure nor inclina- 
tion to make one remark, — ^to glean one feet, 
— that might tend to the advancement of sci- 
ence or the advantage of the Empire. To 
merchants and sea-faring people, of every part 
of Europe, the name of Scilly has always been 
a sound of fearful import, land almost synoni- 
mous with destruction : — It must be confessed 
thai the annals of naval disaster, especially in 
former years, have^been but too pregnant with 
instances to justify those apprehensions of the 
uninformed respecting the Scilly Rocks. On 
the other hand, it Is capable of demonstration 
to men of enlarged and judicious minds, that 
the Islands of Scilly, in almost every point of 
view, are calculated to be of great importance 
to the mother country, which they already de- 
fend in a considerable degree from the most 
violent storms, and which tliey might also be 
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made an efficient means of protectii^ from the 
approach of an enemy ; besides contributing, 
in no small proportion, to augment the indus- 
try and resources of the Empire, Of this lat- 
ter subject I shall treat in a subsequent chapter; 
— closing the present with an exposition of 
some of the improvements of which Scilly is 
susceptible, for the advantage of commerce, 
and for the successful prosecution of wars. 

St. Mary's Road is formed by St. Mary's 
and the Eastern Islands^ on the one side, and 
by St. Martin Sj Tresco^ JBrylier^ and Samson's, 
with several smaller, intermediate, Islands, on 
the other. It is about fpur miles in length, and 
from o^e to two and a half in breadth, in which 
are from 2 to 7 fathoms of water, with very 
good l^olding ground,. There are also two 
goody though small, harbours, on the North- 
East and West sides of Tresco, called Old and 
New Chrinsey (vulgo Grimsby) and other conve^ 
nient anchorages, of easy access. Even in their 
present state, these places have often afforded 
protection to from two to three hundred sail of 
merchantmen, and others, including men of 
war, and even line-of-battle ships, which have 
been driven in here by the prevalence of strong 
Easterly winds* If properly improved they 
would shelter a much larger numb^r,,and would 
be found, in time of war, a most eligible station 
for a royal squadron. Scilly being situated a( 
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the Westernmost extremity of the British Chan-, 
nel, and thus out-flanking Ushant, the North- 
Western extremity of France ; — ^lying also in a 
direct line between that place and Cape Cleai*; 
—-frigates could sail hence with any wind, to 
intercept a hostile squadron, — to protect the 
home trade, and to sweep those seas of priva- 
teers, which have hitherto been so destr^ictive 
about the entrance of the Channel. Vessels 
stationed at Plymouth, or even at Falmouth^ 
would not be able to move for these purposes 
during the prevalence of winds from the South- 
ward and Westward. During the late war, 
Sir Edward Pellew, now Lord Exmouth, com- 
manded a small squadron of frigates and brigs 
on this station ; and I have reason to believe 
that his discerning eye was well aware of the 
improvements of which it was capable ; and, 
about ten years since, Mr. Tucker, Surveyor 
General of the Duchy of Cornwall, was order-: 
ed to make a Report (which I have now before 
me) on the same subject. Much, v^y much 
is it to be regretted, for the sake of the Islands 
and the country, that further measures were 
not adopted ; and that Scilly was not made, — 
what it is so well qualified for, — a still more 
safe and extended Moadsteady and apei-manent 
Naval Depot; where vessels of war, on the 
Channel or Irish station, might be promptly re- 
paired and supplied with stores on an emer- 
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gency, without the inconvenience and delay of 
proceeding to a more easterly haven. 

In the " Report" before alluded to, in which 
the obstacles and facilities attendant on the 
maritime improvement of Scilly are very justly 
exhibited, the author, with great propriety calls 
these Islands ** the advanced work of the great 

. * natural fortification of our sea-girt shores." He 
states that the proposed object of their im- 
provement can be fully accomplished, and with 
less difficulty and expence than, from its im- 
mense magnitude and importance, might have 
been calculated. Having shewn and substan- 
tiated the disadvantages of Torbay, Plymouth, 
and even Falmouth, as places of rendezvous 
for vessels bound to the Westward, ( although 
it must be owned that the latter port possesses 
considerable superiority, in this respect, over 
the other two) Mr. Tucker proceeds to point 
out the advantages of Scilly as a maritime out- 

V post. He attributes the neglect which the 
Islands have experienced, to the prejudice a- 
rising from some heavy naval disasters, parti- 
cularly the loss of three ships under Sir Clou- 
desley Shovel, in 1707. As a pi'eservative 
against the fear arising from a consciousness 
of the presence of rocks and other local dan- 
gers, be states the strong fact that in "each of 
the p«ts of London and Lirtfrjidoi, more 
vessels are annually wrQcked> after the cora^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Clap. I.] THE SCILLY ISLANDS. 11 

pletion of their voyages, than on the tremendous 
rocks of Scilly ! He observes that the anchor- 
age at Scilly would not at present contain more 
than five sail of liie line and two hundred mer- 
chant vessels, in the different harbours; but 
adds that, by building two Moles, or Break* 
waters, — (the one nearly midway, and in a 
curvilinear form, in the Broad Soundj between 
St, Agnes and Samson's; — the other nearly 
in a straight line, projecting from the Ghegh of 
St. Agnes to the Spanish Ledge, in St. Mary^s 
Sound)— there would be ample room for ten or 
t\^^elve sail of the line ; a much greater number 
of frigates ; and five hundred sail of transports 
or merchant vessels, *^ The advantages," he 
observes, " which the country would derive 
from a rendezvous so far to the Westward as 
to admit of convoys and expeditions profiting 
of so many points of the most prevailing winds 
in the entrance of the Channel for six months 
in the year, during which they could not sail 
from Aitr port in the Channel^ ai'e incalcula* 

" The tide" (Mr. Tucker observes, after Mt. 
Spence, to whose accurate chart and sound- 
ings of Scilly he unites with all well-informed 
men in doing justice) " does not, under any 
circumstance of wind and weather, either at 
flood or ^bb, set upon any one of -the rocks or 
islands from the sea, bii;t forms a complete 
cfrcle round the groupe of the Inlands* " 
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In order to obviate an objection that might 
arise from the scarcity of water in Scilly, Mr. 
*r. observes that squadrons and convoys should 
not be at a loss on their voyage out : He re- 
commends, however, that tanks should be con- 
structed upon the Islands, as at Gibraltar; or 
that tank-vessels, such as are used at Jamaica, 
should be employed to bring water from Pen- 
zance and St. Ives. — With regard to this sug- 
gestion, I would observe that before so great 
an expence should be incurred, it certainly 
would be desirable to try the experiment of 
clearing «ome of the old wellsj and sinking 
new, in the different Islands. Several of those 
at St. Mary's are never dry. 

The highest estimated expence of building 
the two proposed piers or moles, is two mil- 
lions, ten thousand pounds.^ This calculation 
is made upon the same data as were taken for 
the break-water in Plymouth Sound; though, 
from the immense blocks of granite ( from fifty 
lbs. to ten tons weight) abounding on every Is- 
land, and which may be quarried to the beach, 
— ^the expence would be considerably reduced, 
and the work facilitated. The freight for the 
transports employed in war time in His Ma- 
jesty's service, exceeded £ 250,000 per month: 
Taking into account the saving of time — (one- 

* ^ Perhaps two-thirds of the above sum would be folly 
adequate to every just e:^peiico. . ■ * 
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tenth,) — and consequently, of the amount of 
freight — ( £ 300,000 per annum ) which would 
result from transports being freighted at Scilly, 
instead of in the river, the expence of the whole 
works would be saved in seven years of war : 
Mr. Tucker, however, proposes, towards de- 
fraying the expence, a small impost upon ton- 
nage, ( foreigners to pay double;) — the re-pur* 
chase of the lease of the Islands from the 
Duke of Leeds; — and the emplojrment of con- 
victs, on this truly-national undertaking. 

The Report is corroborated by some naval of- 
ficers and skilful pilots resident on the Islands. 

In a paper by two able engineers, appended 
to the above document, it is estimated that the 
completion of the proposed works would re- 
quire seven years; — ^that the Western break- 
water would need four million and ninety-nine 
thousand tons of stone; and the other, ^ix 
hundred, thirty five thousand, and forty tons ; 
making a total of four millions, seven hundred 
and thirty thousand, and forty tons, to be cas^ 
into the sea for these important works. 

Having thus shewn, froip my own observation 
and the accurate calculations of scientific men, 
how valuable those Islands and roads might 
be made to Britain, by the fostering care of 
Government (although much more remains to 
be added on this subject under another head ;"") 

^ See chap, vi. Part I. 
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I shall only briefly notice, how seriously de- 
trimental they would, be to the commerce of 
the United Kingdom, if ever they should fall 
into the hands of the enemy ; — a disaster from 
which the present state of their military works 
is. by no means an absolute guarantee ! ** 
. As a proof that there is nothing chimerical 
in the idea of a successful descent of a hostile 
force on these Islands, an4 of the great annoy- 
ance, if not utter destruction, of the trade from 
all ports in St. Geoi^e's Channel to those in 
the British, which might be occasioned by that 
circumstance, — it may be sufficient to mentioa 
that, during the unhappy civil wars, the Roy- 
alists, by putting Scilly in as good a state of 
defence as their means afforded, and by fitting 
out privateers, occasioned such losses and com- 
plaints both to En^ish a^d Dutch merchants, 
that a Parliamentary expedition, under Ad-, 
miral Blake and Sir George Ayscough, was sent 
to reduce those "joira/e^," as they were termed 
by the Commonwealth's men! This was ef- 
fected, as will be more particulary detailed, 
hereafter,"" and it was even then observed that 
** the Scilly Islands are the key that open a 
p^sage to several nation^;'' and, that ^^ these 
Islands would be a shelter to merchants, which 
before were their ruin," and had been " a 
— -■'■■ I . •- --- . ^^^ 

^ * See chap. i. Part IT. * See chap. ii. Part I. 
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check to the trade of many nations." ^ If the 
reduction of St Mary s w^ effected when it 
had a gamson of ''eight hundred soldiers, and 
officers enough to head an army;"^ only one 
inference follows, — ^that what has been, may 
be again, unless effectual measures are taken 
to prevent it : And if, when the trade of Eng- 
land was not one hundredth part of what it 
was during the late war, the most serious an« 
noyance was felt at the interruption of that 
trade from this quarter; it is plain that the 
issue of a successful descent on these Islands 
by an enterprizing enemy, would be fraught 
with consequences alike embarrassing to Go- 
vernment and ruinous to the mercantile interests. 
That a desire to obtain possession of Scilly 
has, more than once, been felt by our rivals, 
also admits of proof; for, during the transac- 
tions before alluded to, it is said that the Dutch 
admiral, who was charged to make complaints 
on the part of his countrymen, was commis- 
sioned to offer terms to Sir John Granville, 
(the Royalist Governor of Scilly) for delivering 
up the Islands to him, for a valuable consider* 
ation. It is certain that, at the commencement 
of hostilities between Great Britain and revo- 
lutionary France, a seventy-four gun shijp and 
a frigate were dispatched from the enemy's coast 

' Whitelock's Memorials, p. 465. ^ Whitelock, p, 467. 
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to make a landing here. Providentially for the 
islanders, the larger vessel got on the rocks to 
the Westward of St. Agnes, at night, and everjr 
soul perished : ^ The frigate with difficulty re- 
turned to port, and the enterprize was aban- 
doned. It may also be remembered that, du- 
ring the recent contest with America, such, at 
one time, was the state and dispersion of our 
Navy, that a squadron of three of the enemy's 
heavy frigates, appearing in the mouth of the 
channel, excited no small alarm, particularly 
in the West of England. Had the com- 
manders of those frigates, — ^^ath the charac^ 
teristic temerity of their transatlantic com-^ 
patriots, and which may sometimes pass, with 
the injudicious, for true courage, — ^made a land- 
ing on the Scilly Islands, they might not only 
have done the most serious injury, — by pilla- 
ging and destroying houses, boats, crops, and 
every kind of property ;-^but, had they thought 
fit, under favourable circumstances, to protract 
Iheir stay ; it m ould have required considerable 
expence to dislodge them. 

As a suitable sphere for the extension of th6 
Fisheries, and, consequently, as a valuable 
nursery for skilful pilots and hardy seamen, 
Scilly possesses no common claims to attention. 

" " " .11 I II , ^ wm 

*» Not a week before writing this, I saw the graves of^ 
several who were washed ashore and bprjed at St, Agnci. 
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On these subjects, especially the former, much 
will be found in succeeding chapters. It is 
hoped, however, that what has been already 
advanced will tend to give an air of national 
interest to a work which might appear only 
calculated to gratify a transient curiosity; and 
that these hitherto greatly-neglected Islands 
will at length experience that attention from 
the Government and the country, to which 
they are, on so many accounts, entitledt 

c 
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'Chapter IT* 



HISTORICAL RESEARCHES. 

The Sciily Islands probably Tcnown, by their 
produce^ to the remotest nat%ons of anticpiity. 
— T^in mentioned in Scripture, — That inetal 
could ofdy have been known in the East by 
commerce, — Sciily visited by the Phcenicians. 
— Probability that the tin mentioned in Scrips 
ture was raised in Sciily,— Tyre a great em-- 
porium for Tin, — The Phoenicians came to 
Sciily from Spain, — Various denominatimis 
of Sciily by the ancients. — Manners and dress 
of tlie aboriginal Islanders. — Articles barter- 
ed by the Phoenicians, — Remarkable anecdote 
of a PJicenician ship-master. — Sciily under 
the Romansy by whom it was used as a plaee 
of banishment, — The Islands visited by King 
Athelstan. — Government^ down to the time of 
Henry the Eighth, — Attempt to explain some 
of the modern names of the Islands, — Name 

of SqiLLYy whence derived. — Tenures under 

• 

which the Islands have been held, — Their re- 
duced co7iditio?i in 1484, — St. Mary's for ti/ied 
by Elizabeth^ during the threatened Spanish 
Invasion. — The last hold of the Royalists 
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in tfi£ civU wars. — Loss of Sir Claudesley 
Skovely o,nd severed of his Fleets on the rocks 
qf Sdlljf. 

JR&DUGEB as theScilly Islands at present 
are,;in wealth and .attraction, th^re appears suf- 
ficient gi*i)iind for believing, on the testimony 

ofdnci^t authors of yqidoubted veracity, that 
," they ,were earlier ^nd better known" to the 
.mo^t. considerable natioiis of antiquity, '* than 
.most other p^rts of Britain." That the PhcB* 
.niqianSyOro^s, and^Ropians, traded here <' for 
;tip,.]i6a(l»aji)d hides," has. been also asserted; 

and,, froni strong grounds of inf(^rential reason- 
Jjig, the fact may, be nearly established that this 
,con(inierce ^existed, with , the former people, 

eyen pripr to the date of the oldest profane 
.histories. 

(In the .writings of the venerable .Legislator 
..of the j€{ws»it js record^ that, at the spoiling 
;.of tite ^^fi^yi^n^tes.by the children pf Israel 

(wJiiich took place ahove fourteen hundreil 
.years before the Incantation )'" the gold, ai^ 

the sdlver, the brass, the iron, the tin^ and the 

leady'' were pr^erved, and purified by fire.* 

Tin^ indeed, is frequently mentioned in the 

. OldiT^tament, whence it m^y be inferred thfit 

^ that mejtal was plentiful in Canaan. Npw, it 

^ Numbera xxxi, 22, 9» 
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is well known that Syria (or Assi/ria) which 
was the ancient Canaan, is situated on the East- 
em extremities of the Mediterranean, including 
Phoenicia — (fonnerly Sidon) — and Tyre, so re- 
motely and extensively famed for merchandize. 
Indeed, the name CanaaUy itself, signifies a 
merchant, or trader. Jlow some of the metals, 
enumerated by Moses, were found so plentiful 
in the land of Canaan as the foregoing facts 
would seem to imply, — exc^t by commercial 
means, — ^it would be difficult to shew from 
what is at present known of that region and 
the parts adjacent. Iron, indeed, according 
to some modem travellers, abounds there ; and 
Volney says, " there is a vagvs report^ that 
there was anciently a copper-mine near Aleppo, 
but it must have been long since abandoned : " 
He also adds an account, which he received 
from the Druzes, that, " in the declivity" of one 
of their hills, ** a mineral was discovered which 
-produced both lead and silver; but as such a 
discovery would have ruined the whole district, 
by attracting the attention of the, Turks, they 
made haste to destroy every vestige of it.'** 
Admitting^ however, that not only uroni but 
silver, lead, and even copper,— r( for the latter 

• m^tal is found by mineralogists to be distribu- 
ted very generally almost throughout the globe) 

• * • - . . . - ■ -^ ■ - 

^ Trayek in £gypt and S.;riai vol. I. p. 981. 
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-r-have been raised in Canaan ; nothing appears 
to induce a belief, or even to sanction an idea, ' 
that /{'amines were found in that country* 
According to Whitaker, tin " was discovered 
only in Portugal, and the adjoining parts of 
Spain to the North. There," says he, " the 
Syrians of Carthage previously found it, and 
the Tyrians of Cadiz" (whom he, with most 
other historians, believed to be the first that 
visited Scilly) " therefore ranged the seas for 
more of it." " The mines of Spain and Portu- 
gal," he adds, " appear, from the very celebrity 
of the Sylley min^s in all ages of antiquity, to 
have been as unproductive in themselves, as 
tli^y must have been prior in working ; and are 
known to have been quite exhausted for ages." 
JBut, with all due respect for this learned 
and diligent antiquary and historian, it may be 
observed that he seems to have fallen into an 
anachronism in saying that tin was jffr^f disco- 
vered in Spain and Portugal by the Syrians of 
Carthage, when he had before stated that those 
Carthaginians had been transplanted from the 
original Phcenicians, (or Midianites'') amongst 

fc ., ■■ ■ .■■I.I, mil. III. I ■■■ ■IIIIIII..II wiiiwiiii. ■■iiiiiiww ■■III ■■■ ■ I II 

* *^ Since not only Procopius and Suidas, bi^l an earlier 
withor, Moses Ckloroiieiuiia» (p. b% 53) and perhaps from 
lus origliQfti author, Mariba Gating one as old, as Alexao- 
^r the Great, set down the famous, inspriptioit at Taiiger 
concerning the old Canaanites dri^^n out of Palestine by 
Joshua; take it here im that author's owi^ words: ^« ere 
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iTrhom, as has before been sKewn, tin was found 
in abundance on their invasion by the Israeiite&. 
But whence was it then procured? 

—•We have the authority of iSt^dbo to prove 
that the Phoenicians, besides being ihtinlatelj^ 
acquainted with the Mediterraneatl coslsts, had 
ventured to pass beyond the Pillars of Her- 
cules (or the Straits of Gibrdltat) very sooii 
after the Trojan war, which ^3s not above two 
hundred aiid fifty years dfter the death of 
Moses; and the cirbumnavigalioh of AfHca by 
Phcenician sailors, iinder the auspices of Pha- 
Woh-Necho, king of fegyjJt; ^i huildired yfeai^ 
before the comiiiencernent of the Chlisti^ eiii; 
as related b^r Helrodotiis,^ feheM^s iot 6hly the 
caaterpriziiig spirit, but the nkUkifc skilly of thai 
(Commercial people, \h those rerti6te ddys, • 
Sblinti^ sajrs tliat Hamilc6,-^a UAtthaginiair, 
fcel6iig;li]fe to the SAiires ( ^ PftdeASciiain coloiiy 

^ihoBe exiks ihiit*ihere 'governors (ff Vhe Ctm&anit^, Ikt %aife 
teen^drwea aWajf ^ Jodma the ribbi^^and are come to irh 
lMkit,hereJ" Whiston's Josephud, ^1. 1, b. 5. cli. i. note. 

' Lib. i and iv» Of Pharaoh Necho« see II Chron. 
XXXV. 20. 

• They began Uieir voyage T)y the Ked"Se~a, refSnuig 
lhroi%h the Atl^titib, by the Ptilai^s i>f Hereults, t6 \\m 
m e^iterraneaxi. This ^kvigation was Uiipt>ily aceonq^sfe- 
•d '{ifabve two Ihonsaad years before Vi^qu^ de Gamk 
acquired inmiortal honour by traversia^ a part df tftie 
sanie seaui, inlns route rotmd the Capb'oY Gofod Hope t» 
the Indies* 
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ifl %?tin) — ^was employed to ma.ke a vo^sj^e to 
the Northe^ cog-s^s of that country ; whilst 
Hanno, apot^ier Carths^ginian, was engaged in 
^a versing the ^eain a contrary djrection : But 
t^e date of ^l^ose enterprizes is only cpiyec- 
tttra). 

IJoif evejr, it is clear tl^at previous to either 
pf the events ^bove ipentioned, the Phoenicians 
h^d plated colonies, and estab^shed com- 
ijfiercial relations, on the mo^t advantageous 
ppipjis of th6 MediteiTanean coasts. They 
inu^t, therefore, have had some establishments 
pn t}xe extensive Southeni coast3 of Spain, 
lorhiclb were well known, not only to the Car- 
HiagmiaDs, but to theii* ancestws the Tyrians;^* 
and, as Spain had mines of coj^er and lead, 
as well as of tin ; — as those mines are even 
started by Whitaker to have been on the North 
of th^t CQUfliltry by which the distance betweei^ 
&cilly and the esl;aihlishments of the enterpris- 
ing Phoenicians was much shorteaed ; J submit 
a conjecture that the Scilly Islands might have 
s,upplie4 tin (throug^h the medium of their 
'JTyria^ yi^itqrs) jto the land of Ca,naan, even 
before the incursion of the Israelites into that 
country, that is to say, above fifteen .hundred 
years before the Incarnation. 

Howeyer this may be — (and I own that the 

; .- > : Tt : ^ f. : . 

' Comp. Qeog.Xoh voL L 
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enquiry is more curious than useful) — it is cer- 
tain that Ezekiel speaks of Tyre as having long 
been the emporium "^iir many Isles.^' ** All 
the ships of the sea, with their mariners," says 
he, *^ were in thee to occupy thy merchandize. 
Tarshish was thy merchant, by reason of the 
multitude of all kind of riches, with silver, iron, 
tiuj and leady they traded in thy fairs."* Isaiah 
also, who lived seven hundred years before 
the advent of Christ, speaks of tin as the 
customary alloy of finer metals:^ and Homer 

• Ezek. xxvii, 3, 9, 12. LowUi, in his Commentary on 
this passage, says, ** Tarshish prohably signifies a port of 
Spain, called by th^ Greek and Latin authors, TWfesifift 
flituatenotfar from the. place where Cadiz now stands.'^ 
And, in another place ( on Is. ii. 16 ) he observes, *' Bo- 
chart does probably guess that, Tarshish, in its primary 
signification, was a port in Spain, called afterwards Tar-^ 
iessus, « » » * Wherever this Tarshish stood,*' he con- 
tinues, '' ( and 'tis not unlikely that in process of timet 1Mb 
name might be given to mor# places than one ) it was fa- 
mous in former times for the traffic of the Phoenicians, 
who were the first merchant adventurers." This exactly 
agrees with the poet Avienus ( whose name will recur pre- 
sently) who, treating of the (EsiryiAnides, or Isles of Scilly, 
says, * 

Tartesiisque in Terminos flBstrymnidum 

Negotiandi moserat^ Carthagmis 

Etiam col^ni^r— 

** Oft the Tartessians through the well known seas 

" Would sail for trafiic to th' CEitrymnides : 

** And Carthagenians too" — 
^ Is. i, 6« 
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*— {to descend to prophane author8)~noticei 
it as used in the composition of the Shield 
Of Achilles ; * but whether the kassiteron of 
the Thfacian warrior were raised from the 
mines 6i Spain, Portugal or Scilly, the reada 
will conjecture for himself. 

I am aware that the late French traveller,^ 
treating of the Grecian Islands, says that not 
only iron, but zinc, copper, and tin, " remain 
useless in the bowels of the mountains," of the 
isle of CJyprus, — the ancient Macaria\ — bein^ 
•* more deeply buried by despotism than by 
the eatth with which they are corered." I 
do not, however, remember to have seen tiiis 
statement corroborated by any other writer* 
On the other hand, Pliny,* speaking of those 
metals which are still the staple commodity 
of Cornwall, as they formerly were of its 
neighbouring Isles of Scilly, says, " Of lead 
there are two sorts, black and white. The 
white" ( i. €. tin ) " is the best ; called by the 
Greeks icaacrircpov, by the Latins, Stannum^ 

■■ ' I 11 I I 1 fl ■ ■ I ■ ■ ■ >l ■! I ■ ■ ■■ I I I ■ ■ I M lita ■ . ■■ ' 

* XoXjcov Z" Iv Tvpi ^\iv artipia KASSITEPON re, 
Kai "xpvaov rififivTa, koX &pyvpov II. XVIII. 1. 474i . 
Aes aute*t in igne posuit' imiomiium, siuaxwiaque, 
A auruM preHaum, et arffent^m. ■ Clarke. 

Brass in the raging fire he threw, and Hn, 
And precious gold, and silver : — 

f SmuMi: See his «' Travels in Gr^eoe and Turkey.^ 
; lab. uxiv. €• 16. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ichiok is fiAulously rqwt^ to grow in^ the 
Isles of tifi Atlantic OceWt sui^ to be brought 
theuce in wicker ves^els^ covered round witb 
bidea. Nqw it is- Icnown/' he adds» '^ to ^aw 
in Lttsitania and Gallicia, in a sandy black 
soil, which is judged pf only by weight." — 
Pliny appears to have come to his conclusion 
of the incredibility of the above account from 
his baing un^^cquainted, not only wijth thQ 
nature but with tb^ existence of th^ Scilly 
Islands ; and it w^s }o{ig t^e successftiji policy 
of those who traded here, to l^e^p thi^t know-^ 
ledge wholly to themselves, of which ^ re* 
narkable in/stance will presently b^ ^ddupedr 
Certainly it is m> siifl|p^ent argument that tin 
fhould not be foun4 '' fn ^ Iflauj^s o^ ]th? 
Atlantic ocean," becausp it was ali^ raised ijf. 
Spain and Pprtjogal. It may xookoji^t be 
•hsemed, tbait the tevy^, " f ^^^Y Wack 
jBai," which Pliny ^y^ fndifi^tes ^ presienc^ 
of i:iB» ai)e pecuJiariy apid^cable to the s^piil erf 
,the &day Islands."' 

F.estus A^ienus, ja p.oe.t who wrote a book 
De Oris Maritimisj and who is said to have 
IBeen the jioumal of t^ie before mentioned Ha- 
milco, ^describes ithe&» .l^la^pds its if 4^eff were 
then well known. He caUs tii^u dEsArym" 

' — ^•'^. — "^ r-7— 

^ See the subisequent chepter^ 
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mdesy'^'^nMices ihe abundauice of lead and tin 
fbnnd iti ttiem, — ^and particularl j adverts to ibe 
fra^ie vessek of the natives; which Phnf 
thoa^t f^ihuUms.'' 

* throbably from OT^rpdci sftmnliw, from ike genenil 
4^\A\ or agiUtioa of the sea around them. 
* Im qmo IfwUa teie exBnmi (Eitrgmnid(» 
Laxe jacenteSf et metallo diviteu 
Stanni atque Plumhi : multa vis hie gentis est ; 
Superbus animus ; efficax sotertid 
ffe^oiiandi cura jugis omnUks, 
9Miuque oftMs tutiridum k^e freinm^ 
Et heUnoH gurgiium oceom 9eeanL 
N<m his carinms quippe pinu texere 
Facere moretn non abiete ui usus est, 
Curvaiit Phaseh : sed rei ad miracutum 
Natigia jundtis sefnper upfont pettffrta, 
Cerio^ tasium stgpe percurr^mt stOetiu 
There the CEatrgnmides are scattering sf^read^ 
Rich in metallic stores of tin and lead. 
Strong are the people ; of a lofty mind ; 
8kilfiil, laborious ; and to trade inclined. 
Ydt not in wooden barks, from danger fi^ee, 
¥hey roatn abroad, and cleave the raging sea: 
Unktiown to tiiem the art to bend the pine^-* 
To cnnre the keel»-^the weU-wroiq^ht planks to joiiv 
And fonn a solid ship» prepared to sweep 
The swelling surface of the frightful deep ;— • 
But (strange to tell ! ) in vessels formed of hide,'* 
^Oft thrdngh 'the wave 'their ventVons ^onn^e ttejr 



* Theie UaAem kmUt «r ««mk<m, are ttlU.oted )>y wiiie of te 
WelihfiiiienienyWl»oittlheB««riii;(f. .I»Minew«|ancMtl^y «iS 
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The 'ancient Greeks call these Islands 
*Ea«pi8tc (Hesperides) or the Wesfc^rn Isles; 
but the Phoeuicians had previously' distin-* 
guished them by the name of Kaa&ite^BiQ 
( Casdterides ) or Tin Isles, and this was their 
original denomination, long before they were 
known either to Grecian or Roman navigators; 
fm ** the Phoenician trade was at its height'* 
(as the learned Dr. Stukely observes) "before 
the Grecians had any history •" 

It is probable, not only that Scilly was first 
discovered by Phoenicians, from Spain, but 
also that it was (at least in a great measure) 
peopled from that country. Spain was called^ 
by ancient authors^ Hesperia; and it is scarce- 
ly to be doubted that the Phoenicians^ when 
they had discovered the value of these Islands^ 
would send over some of their countrymen^ 
to prosecute and superintend the works con- 
nected with it3 produce and their traffic, — 
Those colonists, from their long and peaceful 
residence amoi^g the native^— (if, indeed, 
there were aiiy aboriginal natives in this se« 
quesfered spot)-^were probably united to them 
by the closest ties; and hence Tacitus des* 
ci^bek the ancient Scillanis^ns as having, swar- 
thy . complexions, and curled hair, . like the 



oited-cl6tti instead of leather, oyer the wicker frame-work of tlieir yes- 
seU. Ill itfost of thef yoyoes of celebrated mvfgatbrs We find acc^niitt' 
•f good feaboata formed bf v«ry tfght'UateliiUi.'' ' 
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Spaniards. Dyonkius Alexandrinos also ash 
serts that the Islands were occupied by. the 
people of Spain.p 

Strabo, in the third book of hia Gteogrs^hy 
says, " The Isles Cassiterides are ten in num?^ 
b^r close to one another, and situated in the 
ocean, to the North of the port ArtahH;'^ and 
that ^^ one of them is desart and unpeopled*^ 
Jn this number he probably included SL 
Helens J which, though now uninhabi^, still 
exhibits the ruins of houses ; and it is very 
probable that. T^n and the larger Whit^ 
Xsland were formerly peopled, which, with the 
«ix remaining {Mincipal Islands, and the deso^ 
late Isle of Annety make up his number. He 
describes the dress of the natives as consisting 
of black garments reaching down to their 



*lp^y ^v ivivntn icap^v tfuv ^hpiairzlii^ 
^T^k^ 3" '£2n£PIAAIS> re^i taaovripoio yercflX^ 
Aj^yeiol pcUvffiv i^yavQv iraZ&c IBIiPON* 
J8ed summam contra facram eognomme dieunt 
Quam captU Europee, sunt stanni pandere pknm 
Hesperides,' pop«/te« tenuii quasfortu-lheA 
Which has been thus Englished : 

'< Against the sacred cape,* great Europe's headL 
^* Th' Hesperides along the ocean spread ; 
*' Whose wealthy hills with mines of tin abonndL 
^* And stout Iberimns till the fertile ground,*' '^ 



# Cspe OrtegaL 
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ancles, &nd gwt about their In^easts ; v^d adds, 
4hat liiey qarried fitoires in their hands, mid 
lived by their cattle, stra^lmg ap and do?virn 
^ike^thein, without a £xed. abode orh^itation; 
•and Ihat (they had mines of.tin and lead, which 
;(H>tumodities they usedto barter with mercihantu 
ifot salt, eatthen vessels, and implements af 
'braiss. 

Jtiis ^probable tthat, rfpr jteveml.Gantttriesy-^ 

i^iheinumber of iwhich can oilly.be ascartainei^ 

'whcmthe date of ithe discovery of the Jslands 

^hallibe^known) — this > commercial JntercQW?^ 

ii2ontiiiued, although, :ia projsess of time, the 

*G«eks^iaml iRonmns (became desirous ofips^r- 

ttitipatnig obo ifaicmtive £t tcafic ;)in ivhi^h 

,li«ttre, (howe?iPer, they M^ere;l<mg l(Hl^d'by the 

.piudeiB.ce of I the tAcst traders. A reniarkahle 

^anecdote of the energy .and discretion of the 

Phcenicians ,in ^preserving their secret is re- 

corded. The ^R^njaps,, in. theye^r ?1 (](44 before 

€hrtst,:in oi\dtf>rbioiidiscaver:lhe.destii^ation of 

a Phcenician vessel, caused her to be pursued 

and watched by some of their fleetest ships; 

but the » Phcenician captain, su^pectiog their 

object, led them by a drcwtous route, ^ ^o^^^t 

lenf^ ifi^'ihia vessel on laaoAhen shore.'' After 



"i S(miQr.inid^eiUi«hi(i^e[tb^JU«4'4£iid: fJSut as there 
eeeins some reason.to. belieite^ vhat, Pryce and others so 
strenousiy assert, jtbat«;vjdienW«ifleni parts of Cornwall— 
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bringing liis pursuers into the liiost imminent 
danger by this bold and decisive expedient, he 

were included in the Cassiteride* of the ancients, ailS vd- 
flited hy th^n for tin ; it is hardlj probable that the Phoe- 
nician ship-master would conduct his enemies so n^ar 
the actual source of the prosperity of his compatriots. 

Note 2nfL Having, in the preceding paragraph, adver- 
ted to a favoilrite hypothesis of certain Cornish authors,*^ 
that Cornwall was' included an the general name of the Tin- 
CounUry ; I think it but right, ( as Whitaker has dona be- 
fore me) to guard against that notion being taken too ex* 
tensively. Pryce, indeed, says that '* the remains of any 
tin-workings are scarcely discernible'' in Scilly; ** fo^ 
there is but one place/' he adds, *' that exhibits even the 
imperfect appearance of amine, and so necessary an ap- 
pendage to a mine as an adit to unwater the workings^ 
is not to he seen in all the Islands." I know not to what 
place Pryce particularly alludes, but with regard to adits, 
the objectidn seems easily capable of solution, as the mde 
operations' ofmining, in the remote times which we have 
been contemplating, probably extended no further thanJto 
a bare opening of the ground to the depth and width of 
a few yards, and many excavations of that nature may 
still he seen in the ilifferent Islands. Yet there are 
several subteraneous passages of great extent, in St 
Mary's, St. Martin's, Tresco, and other Isles, to which 
it wduld be easy tb affix the nature and properties of adits 
» (^ water-odurses ) could the ihmfits ( or perpendicular ex- 
cavations of the mines with which they communicated) be 
*satisfafftorilytFaced.---< May not some of those shafts, 
which never could have been of any great depth, hare 
been fiUed^up by the falling in of the earth, and other 
eausesr' acting through a long snccessioii of agbs?) — Con- 
' fining myselfi however, ta the opinion of :tfae inexpeitnenl 
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received the value of his ship and cargo out of 
the public treasury ;— ^a very moderafce.recom- 
pence, it must be allowed, for such a striking 
kidftuice of patriotism. 

of the ancients, compared to the moderns^ in working 
mines, I will only add that Borlase noticed a tow of those 
fin-pits ( or hoffenk as they are denominated by miners ) on 
Dolphin Downs, in Tresco ; and that Whitaker has shewn, 
from Trontbeck, that there are several snch on different 
Islands. It may also be fairly presumed that many of the 
old works have disappeared amongst the sands, or fiaU^ 
which have been formed between the Islands by the sub- 
sidence of the land and the encroachments of the sea. 

As a proof of the high antiquity of the tin-trade in these- 
pafts, I subjoin* an extract from Dr. Stukely, who, treating 

• of the great ^quantity of pewter found near the burrows 
about Normanton Ditch, in the vicinity of Stonehenge, 
says, " No doubt this was some of the old BritUh Stan* 
»tem, which the Tyrian Hercules, sumamed Melcarthus, 
first brought ex Cassiteride Insula, or Britain: which 
Hercules lived in Abraham's time, or soon affcer.'^ Had 
the Doctor been more intimately acquainted with these 

• Islands, would he not, instead of ** Britain" have written 
SciUy ? Surely, after what has been stated, it requires but 
little ai'gument to suppoi't the affirmative. 

Lastly : Amidst the eorrupticHi of names necessarily 
occasioned by a diversity of inhsibitants, it may be ob« 
served that even some of the present denominations of the 
Isles seem to favour an idea of mines having been wrought 
here. The word Guil^ or Huil, now generally spelt WkeigU, 
signifies, in Comu-British, a working for tin. We have an 
. Island still called Guahall or Gweall; and some hav« sup^ 
posed that the names MinewUhen^ Minearlo, &c. had refb* 
fence to mines : But of tjiis I shall say no more at present* 
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At what time Hie Romans succeeded in dis- 
covering these Islands, does not appear. Julius 
Casar, whose first expedition into Britain was 
made fifty two years before Christ, had no 
opportunity of being acquainted with them; 
nor did Julius Agricola, who first sailed round 
Britain (A. D. 85) appear to know ,any thing of 

, Scilly. It is certain, howeve.r, that Publuis 
Crassus made a voyage hither from Rome ; 
and, being pleased with the disposition of the 
people, he taught them an improved method of 

. working their mines, with other arts, suitable 
to their circumstances. After this, these Is- 
lands were used as places of banishment for 
Roman criminals, many of whom were con- 
demned to work in the mines here. Amongst 
others, Instantius, a heterodox Bishop, of Spain^ 
and Tiberianus, were banished hither by the 
Emperor Maximus, and their goods confiscated : 
Also the Emperor Marcus banished some to 
Scilly during the Insurrection of Cassius. 

When the distresses of the Empire were such 
as to render it necessary to recall the Roman 
troops from every part of Britain (A.D.426,) 
Scilly reverted to the government of its natives. 
The remote skuation of these Islands, and 
the little attention paid to them in those iron 
ages when Britons, Saxons, and Danes, were 
alternately harrassing, and harrassed by, each 
Other^ under all the circumstances of barbarian 

D 
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warfare, — ^^DCcasioh a chasm of nefeirlyfite hun- 
dredyears in the histdry of ScUly, which no 
'writer has dtt^tnpted to supply. This is the 
^mofe to be regteited, ats it was probably in this 
^interval that those changes occurred in the 
/natural state and d^ppearance of the* Islands, in 
' 'which' rtiost writers are agreed as to the facts, 
'though iieith^r the date of the catastrophe 

* which sbtfie imagine to have happened, nor 
*]the extent of its vi6ielice, dan be satisfactorily 
'ascertained/ 

^at tliese Islands,* like the ' coasts 6f Eng- 
land were? occasionally subject to the incursive 
ravages of the 'l>anes, — and that th6y often 
sheltered the Cbmish Brittfris fitjm the per^ 
secitidns of their Saxctti lords, cannot be 

* ^doubted : Sufficient traces ' may be found, in 
the reniaiiis ' of ancient fortifications, and in 

' the appeliatioiis of Various places, to establish 
''^ese' points; which, indeed, the contiguity of 

the Islands f o Britain rfendefs more ■ Ithan pro- 
'ija^le. Yet, such wSs the general ignorance 
^ respecting them, in ^Hos6 ages of darkness and 

liaAarity, Vhk, from^the period of the depart- 
' tiire of W Romans, doiVn to the cotnmence- 
' ment of the tenth centiiry, aiU knowledge of 

* them appears* to' have^ be^n' ilivblved in im- 
' penetrable globin. 'We can only conjecture, 



See Chapter iii. Part L 
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t 

therefore,, that the natives continued, in a ^reat 
measure, to live "in the old manner** described 
by Strabo, some of whose observations were 
applicable to their state only a few years since. 
According to him, "they had no markets, nor 
did money pass among them, but they gave in 
exchange one thing for another, and so pro- 
vided themselves with necessaries." — This 
latter fact was true of all the Islanders in their 
intercourse with shipping, till the establishment 
of the Preventive System deprived them of 
that advantageous mode of barter, which, 
before, they had so long and beneficially 
enjoyed. But of this subject I shall treat 
' hereafter. 

When Athelstan, the eighth Saxon King of 

England, had overcome the insurrection of the 

Britons in the West, ( A. D. 927 ) he deter- 

^ mined, in the true spirit of a conqueror, to 

pursue his victories to the utmost point where 

rebellion had fDund its vray. Accordingly,— 

\after making a religious vow in the ancient 

Church of St. Burian, near the Land's End,— • 

he departed with his forces for Scilly; and, 

having shortly accomplished the expulsion of 

the Danes, and the subjection of the Islands, 

he determined to annex Scilly to the Crown of 

, England ; on his return to which, he is tra- 

' ditionally reported to have fiilfilled his vow, 

by the erection of a CoUege, near the Churcb 

D.3 
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jof St. Burian: — Some part of its walls are still 
remaining. 

, This visit of Athelstan's to Scilly is the more 
remarkable as he was the only Monarch who 
ever graced these Islands by the royal pre- 
sence. 

From the reign of Athelstan to that of 

Henry VIII. the civil government of Scilly 

appears to have been chiefly vested in certain 

officers called Coroners ; and its ecclesiastical 

jurisdiction ( with great privileges ) was settled 

on the abbots of Tavistock, under the Bishops 

, of Exeter. ; Athelstan erected a monastery of 

Benedictines in that city, A. D. 932 ; and 

prdgar, Earl of Devonshire, founded an abbey 

of the same order at Tavistock, in the year 

96 L This was dedicated to St. Mary and 

.St Rumon, and included Scilly, wherein (aq* 

. cording to Archbishop Tanner) there was a 

_ cell of two Benedictine monks, even before tjie 

Conquest. From these circumstances it is in-. 

^ ferred that the Island of St. Mary's derived its 

I present name.' 

. . . 1 . I I , . , L. , ■ I ■ f . ■ - ' ■ ■ ■ - ■ ■ ■ 

/ ' From- tto aame acoarce, it is probable, most of the 
'^ present denominations of the principle Islands were de- 
rived. In the different grants, charters, &c. which are in 
being, respecting them they are pot exactly enumerated, 
< 'Wild ate BO'variously designated that it is difficnlt to decide 
V Jt^hat places are meant by some of the names therein 
specified* Traco (formerly Treskmoe^ though Leland calls 
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" After the dissolution of abbies and mo- 
nastical estates," says Heath, "the ecclesias- 
tical jurisdiction of Scilly devolving to the See 
of Exeter, thie civil power was granted by the 
Crown to Lords Proprietors, on condition of 
their paying certain rents into the hands of the 
Receiver for the Duchy of Cornwall, for the 
tenure of those Islands; by which they came 
to be acknowledged ad part of the jurisdiction 
of the said Duchy; but only by the king's 
favour, for I cannot find by any records that 
ever they were annexed thereunto. And here 
I shall observe," adds the same writer, " that 
in the Grant of the Djichy of Cornwall ( which 
1 have seen ) to the Prince of Wales, as eldest 

it InUoaw) and Brylier ( or Brefar ) appears to be Comn- 
British appellations. Si. Theona (now called Tean, or 
Tean) and St. Helens^ were probably so named by th« 
Greeks. St Elidiug I dbppose to be the same which 
Leland calls St. Lyde% but which is now only known by 
the name of Rat Island. ** The bland of St. Nicholas^* was 
but another name for Treseo^ the abbey on that Island 
being dedicated to that saint. There are no Islands now 
known by the name of Nullo, Evnor or Arwothal: Eimor, 
being noticed as having a castle, must either have been 
St. Mary*% or Tresco: I suppose the former. There is an 
islet called Menarworth Rock, neat St. Helen\ which is 
now, by a bold but very intelligible misnomer, stiled the 
Manrof- War Rock! Ouynhill and GwynheUever are pro- 
]bably the two GaniUies of the present day. Annet should 
properly be spelt as it was formerly, — Agnette, signifying 
Zittle Agnes, as it lies coxitiguQus to St^ Agnes Island^i 
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Son of [the King of] England, there is no 
mention made of the Islands of Scilly ; though 
JSoratighSf Franchises^ Liberties^ Corporations^ 
Privileges y Immunities^ &c. are particularly 
recited; whence if Scilly appertains [to,] or is 
a part of, the said Duchy, it is rather permitted 
by favour than given to be so by Royal Autho- 
rity; especially as the Grant of those Islands 
to several late Proprietors, is expressed in so 
ample a manner." ^ 

Having now brought down the history of 
Scilly to modem days; some remarks and 
conjectures as to its present appellation may 
be allowed. ' 

It would seem that Scilly changed its name 
almost as often as it changed its masters or its 
commercial relations. In the denominations 
of inany -Of the islets and rocks, sofme con- 
tiection with Greciari, Rotoian, Danish, and 
British names may be found. B;^ the Rbriiaris 
these Islands were called Sigdeles^ and SitlintB 
Jnsuhe; by the Britons SulUh, signifying rocks 
dedicated to the Sun. In many of the old grants 
before alluded tb, and Still pi-eseh^ed in the 
Tower Records, they ate styled Sidll^ aiid 



' * Copies of Tarions Deeds, Grants, Records, &c. res- 
pecting the Scilly Islabds, from the time of Hen. L 
(A. D. 1120) to that of Will. til. (A. D. 1698) are given 
^ Heatbi but would be useless here. 
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Shdl^; sQi](ie suppose ^.e present d^nomiuatipi^i 
^, coqiji^raction of the Komsgi Ji^nmla ; but if I 
WfAghi be permitted to bazaird an opinion^ I 
woi4d d,educe the naine Scillj/ from the fals^ 
orthography, or misreading^ of Sully before 
0\entiqDL^d. The u being mistaken, for ci ( an 
^rrojT very likely to happen in m,anuscidpts ) we 
cqn^e without difficulty to, the ^xact modern 
^ppeUatipnt. which y/y^ £bad derived from the 
Britisb- 

In r^uming the slender thread of history, 
Hhf^ next important object that strikes the 
jltte^tion (after the annexation of the Scilly 
Ides tp tbe Crown, by Ath^lst^ui ) is^ the gi^t 
jQ^ade by Henry t\\i^ First, to OsV^rt, A'^^.P,^ ^/ 
T^^vis^ock, of " ay. the churcl\es of Slull^f with 
tit^eir appurtenances,'' and the lan4 as the 
j^^Lonks or hermits held it in the tim.^, of T^ixis 
Edward the Confessox, fitn^ Buygal, Bishop 
of Cornwall. Regi^^d (the ]^ing's son) Eaj^l 
of Con^wall, confin^e4 the ^ame, with the 
4vtrth^ grant of ^ vrpck whicji mig^t hs^pp^^n 
in.t^e Inlands, " except whs^e ajpd vJiole 
^feip ; " ^n0 tljis grant was further confirmed 
$aid allQW^ by B^rt^plpmeiir, Bii^hop qf E^* 
eter, *' ^ Bishop ^d ^piocesan by !Ppiis;capal 
^nthori^^" 

During the fQllowix^g reig^is wai^y other 
^grqAts »pe rep9rd^, cj^jefly for tlip ady^tsj^e 
of fii^ mpnjj^ 9*^. ?i^§fl9o* . ^^ the tim^ fff ^en^ 
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tke Sixth, these Islands were held of the King 
at the yearly rent of ''^ fifty puffins^ or six 
shillings and eight pence ! *' — So greatly had 
they declined, in prosperity and importance, 
in the fifteenth century ! 

The sway of the Usurper beheld them in -a 
fitill more miserable condition. In the year 
1484, when Richard the Third caused an in- 
quisition of their value to be taken, they were 
reported to be " worth forty shillings a year in 
time of peace, but in time of War ^nothing ! " 

In the next century, however, their im- 
portance seemed to be more justly appreciated,. 
Queen Elizabeth, menaced by the Spaniards, 
then the most powerful people in the world at 
sea, resolved to fortify these Islands, as the 
key to England. Accordingly, Sir Francis 
Godolphin, Lord Lieutenant of the county of 
Cornwall, who then held Scilly under the 
Crown at a yearly rent of ten pounds, was or- 
dered and encouraged to take proper measures 
for its defence. Star Castle was b^un and 
finished in the year 1593, and some other for- 
tifications were constructed on the hill beneath 
*it. This appearance of security encouraged 
several people to build houses immediately 
under the hill, fironting the pool ; where they 
enjoyed many conveniences for commerce, 
and were sure of protection fi*om pu^tes or 
other depredators, by the garrison abovB. 
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During the troublous times of Charles the 
First, and the Protectorate, Scilly became am 
object of great political importance, Dn 
Bastwick, who had been sentenced by the 
Star Chamber, in the reign of Charles, to pay 
a fine of five thousand pounds, to stand in the 
pillory, to have his ears cut off, and afterwards 
to be imprisoned for life, for writing " seditious, 
schismatical, and libellous books ; " — after re- 
ceiving the former part of his severe sentence, 
was shut up in the Star Castle at St. Mary's, 
where he remained for three years, until, his 
party having gained the ascendancy, he was 
liberated and pensioned by order of Parlia- 
ment, in the year 1640. 

In the struggles between the Royal and 
Parliamentary armies, when the King's cause 
had become hopeless even in Cornwall; the 
Prince of Wales ( afterwards Charles the Se- 
cond) retired from . Pendennis Castle, at Fal- 
mouth, — one of the last fortresses which fell to 
the Parliamentary troops, — to Scilly, where he 
landed on the Fourth of March, 1645, accom- 
panied by Lord Colepepper and others, and 
was soon joined by Lords Hopton and Capel, 
the enemy's whole army having then entered 
Cornwall, and the King's forces there having 
been disbanded. After remaining here about 
six weeks, without receiving some expected 
isupplies firom France, His Royal Highness, 
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ttpprehenfifWe of the appmach of the Parlia**- 
mentary ieet, net omt for Guernsey, MrheBce^ 
shortly after, he removed to that kingdoio:. 

After his departure, Sir John GraavUlie, Hksm 
Governor of Sciliy, who still held Hm place 
for the Crown, displayed such zeal and vigow 
in his comn^knd, and so severely annoyed the 
trade both of Holland and England by the 
privateers fitted out hence; that the States 
ordered their admiral, Van TrompV with a fleet 
of twelve men of war, to fall on these Islands 
for satis&iction, as it was pretended, but veaUy 
for the purpose of getting them into their own 
hands by force or fraud. In order to gain the 
more perfect success by this latter expedient, 
they commissioned Van Tron^ to treat with 
ttie Governor for delivering them up, under it 
pretence of holding them for Charles the Se- 
cond ; but that able officer was neither to be 
cajoled by their prcnnises nor terrified by their 
threats, which, it oppears they did not yenture 
to put iirto executioa. 

The Parliamentary expedition, however^ 
which soon after invaded SciUy, had better 
success. On the eighth of May, 1651, Sir 
George Ayscough, or Askew, and Admiral 
Blake, arrived in St. Mary's Roads, with a 
formidable number of ships and men, and 
made a disposition for playing upon the castle 
and battering the town. Hereupon a treaty 
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was proposed by Sir Sohn Granville, and! 
agreed to by tlie besiegers, but fcy some mis- 
understanding it was n6t carried into effect; 
^he Island was vigoronsly sittacked by the 
fleet, and defended by the garrison. On the 
l6fh, the Parliamentary forces had made 
themselves masters of I'resco, stnd Bryher, on 
the former of which was a strong castle, but 
too remote to be of use in the then jiehding 
operations. Another attempt Was m^ade to 
ireat with Sir John Granville, but this was 
also ineffectual. At the end of the same 
month a descent vi^as made on St Mary's, 
and the troops in that garrison (consisting 
of eight hundred men, besides an immense 
number of officers) being greatly straitened 
for want of provisions and water, surrendered 
on articles to the enemy, and Were shipped off. 
for England, Scotland, Ireland, and' France. 
Sir John Granville, with colonels Axted, 
Sadler, and Le Hunt, arrived sit Plymouth on 
iiie twelfth of June in Sir George Ayscough's 
stiip. They were soon released, and the 
former followed his Hoyal Master to the Con- 
tinent, where he attended him in his distresses 
in France, Holland,' Flanders, and other places. 
His loyality and bravery were rewarded, on 
the Restoration, by the Earldom of Bath. 

§oon after the reduction of the Islands, 
lining 'CharWs Castle, on Tresco (a building 
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of great strength, but the site of which wad 
injudiciously chosen) was dismantled; and a 
strong circular tower, with a platforirf for guns 
towards the sea, was erected below it. This 
was called Oliver's Castle, and will be found 
more particularly described in the chapter 
appropriated to Tresco. 

From the time of the Protectorate, down to 
the termination of the seventeenth century, 
nothing of importance is recorded of these 
Islands. They seemed again to have sunk 
into neglect and general oblivion, when an 
event took place which filled the nation with 
dismay, and which is even yet the theme of 
painful retrospection whenever the name of 
Scilly is brought before the mind. 

On the twenty-second day of October, in 
the year 1707, Admiral Sir Cloudesley Shovd> 
returning with his fleet from Toulon, was 
unfortunately lost here, with several of hisi 
ships, officers, and men. In the morning of 
that disastrous day, th^ fleet came into sound* 
ings, in nineteen fathoms of water; when, the 
wind blowing hard, and the weather being 
thick and foggy, the signal was made for the 
fleet to lay-to, under the conviction that they 
were near the land. At six o'clock in the 
evening the Admiral made sail again, and was 
followed by the rest of the ships. . Shortly 
aft^, j)erceiving the situation in which he wajs 
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placed, he made signals of danger, which were 
answered by the nearest ships, and operated 
as a wamii^ to those at a distance to keep otf 
to sea. About eight o'clock, the AdmiraFs 
ship, the Association, struck on the Gilstone, 
about three miles and a half from St. Agnes, 
and in a place surrounded by the most hideous 
rocks of every description; and, in two mi- 
nutes afterwards, the vessel went down, and 
every person on board perished, except one 
man ! The Eagle, captain Hancock, of 70 
guns, and the Romney, captain William Cory, 
likewise perished with all their crews. The 
Fu'ebrand, fireship, was also lost, but the cap- 
tain ( Percy ) and twenty four of the company, 
saved themselves in the boat. The Phoenix, 
fireship, captain Sansom, ran ashore, but was 
got off again. 

There perished, on this occasion, the Ad- 
miral, Sir Cloudesley Shovel ; Captain Lodes, 
of the Association ; l^ir John Narbordugh and 
James, his brother, sons of Lady Shovel, by ^ 
former husband ; Mr. Trelawny, eldest son to 
the Bishop of Winchester; and about two 
thousand men ! 

The preservation of those who escaped was 
scarcely less than miraculous: In many in* 
stances the hand of Providence was distinctly 
visible. — Sir George Byng, of the Royal Anne, 
who was scarcely half a mile to windward of 
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the Admiral* sa^ the breakers, and, imme- 

fUately ;after.ward8, he discovered the , rocks by 
\Mrhich-he ,w;si3,«uiTounded, one pf which car- 
ried away the larboard, quarter gallery; and 

the *hip,wouldinQyitably have been dashed to 
jpieces, but, for the presence pf mind of the 
. officers and cre*v^. who, in a minute's time set 

her ^.t^psailsy and thus. enabled her .to stand 

off, Tyjien she.^Y^s within a, skip's length of the 
.rp^ka! .luord.Dursley, in the St. George, had 
,a;^9nd^rfiil, escape: He stnick on the same 

i^ocks ^with:Sir Cloudesley, but the s^me wave 
ti^pt b^at pjat.theiights.pf the Association, s^t 
,tbe St Geprge : 8|.gayi ^ilpat* — :The,only man 

witosuryived'the. crew of the Admiral's shijp, 

eavt^d; hivu^^lf by, Abating on apiece of timber 
„\o^ the I rock ( c^lqd the . Hellweathers, ( about 

two miles and a half from the Gilstone ) where 
^h^ rsjopain^d SOnie 4ays.bef9re any boat could 

,g||P*oa^h .tQ .taikcf him pff; such , was . the yio- 
fi^nge of ..the. >yeather at; that .unfortunate time.* 



, liHe was^nt ^engtli riescuedi frpm hisf perilpiis-sitiiatioii 
objia |^at,bel(^g;iBg toJSt 4^^^^ wbercy I h^^ve Ijearnt, )ie 

made the following statements : 
The day before, the occ^^r^pce of the disaster, a seaman 

of the Association, well acquainted with the navigation of 
' 'the ^Channel, venturea to represent to the Adjniral that, 
\hy thex>«arad he.waa steioring^lhe^wpvldiin^yttablj .r^n on 
/S^^aij i9W*».* , TkpA^mf^^ }nG^nfi^4 ^ thif wterference. 



* See the note in the 2nd page of the preceding chapter. 
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The body of Sir Cloudesley Shovel was 
washed ai^ore at Porth^Hellick Bay, in St^ 
Mary's, about e%ht miles from ihe rock on 
which his* ship was lost. It was found by a 
iBoldier aud his wife, who buried it in the sand. 
^Wh^n driren ashore, itfwas naked, and the un^ 
fortunate Admiral was only recognised by the 
liiamond ring which he wore on his finger, and 
which die soldier afterwards presented to Lady 
'ShoTel, who rewarded him with a pension^ 
'knowing the ring to have been her husband's. 
fThe body was afterwards taken up, and con- 
veyed in a ship of war to Plymouth, where it 
lay ia 'State, in tiie Citadel. Thence it was 
■removed to liady Shovel's residence in Sobo 
-square, after which it was d^osited^ with 
-becoming honours, in Westminster Abbey ; 
^where au ample monument, more pompous 
than tasteful, still recalls the m^nory of the 
^lireful tale/ 

*^arge4 bim with inaubordiiialioii and with endeavoariag 
ttf excite a mutiny in the ship; and, in a rery summary 
manner, condemned bim to be h|uiged. The poor feUow 
begged, as a last favour, that a^Psaim might be read before 
his execution; which, being granted, he made choice of th» 

'^Smidred Md NiiUki so distmgoished for expresnons either 
'teiprecatory or deehnratory of ^ii 1 He was hanged, hoif* 
C¥^, aoeerding to his sentencei as^ the preceding narrative 

" certainly derives an additional horror from this circum- 

> stance. 

^ See more on this subject in the chapter relatinjg tp 
'St Mary's* 
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From the period of the disastrous fate of Sir 
Cloudesley Shovel and his crew, down to the 
present time, the Scilly Islands have in general 
been regarded with an apprehensive and me- 
lancholy interest, as the dreaded and almost 
inevitable sources of naval disaster. It isi 
deeply to be deplored that those apprehension* 
have sometimes been but too prophetic ; — ^that 
vessels of different nations, in some instances 
bearing warriors across the sea to fight the 
battles of their native land, — ^in others, laden 
with the products of industry, and bent on 
the cultivation of pacific relations, have her^, 
through the extent of the dangers by which 
those Islands are surrounded, — the violence 
of weather, — ^the unskilfulness of their naviga- 
tors, or other causes,— been consigned to de- 
struction, and have whelmed their hardy crewsF 
in a. watry grave. Yet it is pleasing to reflect 
that, of late, such disasters have been much 
less frequent than formerly ; and that, for 
above seven years past, no wreck of im- 
portance has been known on the Islands, 
This may be in a great measure owing* to the 
^ exceltent and vivid light, nightly displayed at 
St. Agnes, and. to the improved practical ac- 
quaintance of naval men with the Islands, 
resulting fi'om some valuable charts and sur- 
veys lately published: When the cause of 
danger cannot be removed, the only object of 
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rational enquiry is, by what means it may be 
approached with the least peril. To elucidate 
this enquiry with regard to Scilly, much has 
already been done, and more, it is hoped, will 
yet be attained. But human art and human 
industry are alike vain without the blessii^ of 
Him who 

*^ Bides on the whirlwind and directs the storm,'' 

and whose wonderful works are in an especial 
manner manifested to those " who go down to 
the sea in ships, and occupy business in the 
great waters." May He continue to avert 
from the ships of Britain, and of every other 
nation of the universe, those disasters which 
have so long given an unhappy celebrity to 
the Isles of Scilly! 

E 
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Chapter III. 

NATURAL HISTORY OF THE SCILLY ISLANDS. 

Of the Soils arid Products. — The TtadiUon of 
ihe * Lionessey and the Arguments hy which 
it was supported^ stated at lengthy examined^ 
-and disproved. — Of the Changes which have 
really happened to these Islands, and the 
Cause by which they were effected. — Proha^ 
hUity of more Islands being speedily formed. 
— Of Vegetables, Beasts, Fowl, and Fish. — 
No Venomous Creatures found in Scilly. — . 
Mildness and Salubrity of the Air. — Water. 
— Lufuinous Appearance of the Sea. — Winds 
and Storms. — A Poem written at Scilly. 



I HAVE already described the general ap- 
pearance of these Islands, from which a suf- 
ficiently accurate idea of 'their soils and pro- 
ducts may be formed. No timber trees are 
here to be seen, and but a few fruit trees, the 
latter of which are only found in some shel- 
tered grounds on St. Mary's. The vegetable 
soil is a black peat, intermingled with grani- 
tulous particles, and known in Cornwall by 
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the name of black grawan, or gcitty • This 
stratum is about two feet ia depth, becomipg 
ofa%bter and grayish colour in proportion 
to its distance from the surface. Next to tifals 
is a ydlowish loamy clay, found .iu a str^.tum 
of five or six feet in depth, and intermixed with 
stones. The colow of th/d 'clay J^ecomes dar- 
ker^ and the stones imbedded in it are larger, 
in proportion to their depth from <&e siu;face. 
iUndtf the whc^e are found large msMsses of 
granite rock,^ fit for buildiug and other pur- 



Tiie natural pri:^ncts of the soil soem to be 
a thin, short, poor grass, intermixed with a few 
heath flowers, and a dwarf kind of frtrze. In 
many places fthe sea has thrown iq) vast quan* 
tities of a fine white, shining sand. Ths^ 
which settles on the sea shore, receiving per* 
haps various (though imperceptible) deposi- 
tions, by means of the winds, birds, &c. soon 
acquires a scanty verdure, of a mossy nature, 
springing from \One considerable root about 
^ight or nine inches long, and throwing out 
long and creeping branches over the surfetce. 
Fern seems to spring spontaneously on this 
arid soil, striking its black and tough roots to 
a depth of several feet. The appearance of 
its broad green leaves over the white and glit- 
tering sand, is very peculiar, and somewhat 
pleasing. 

£2 
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The sub-stratum of all the Islands is gra- 
nite. Indeed, from the proportion it bears to 
the earthy covering with which it is invested, 
the Islands may be said to be composed of 
this material. The constituent parts of gra- 
nite are felspar^ a greyish crystallized sub- 
stance ; — quartZj a crystalline mineral of va- 
rious shades, inferior to rock crystal; — and 
mica.B, whitish shining substance, a variety of 
the two other parts. Granite, it is well known, 
is considered the most general of the primitive 
formatidns. The varieties found here, as well 
as in Cornwall, both with respect to the di- 
mensions and hues of its component parts, are 
almost infinite. When first raised it is soft, 
and may be worked with little trouble, but 
after having been for some time exposed to the 
action of the air, it becomes exceedingly in- 
durated. There are some beds of porphyry, 
and chlorite, at St. Mary's and some of the 
tCfther Islands, which are remarkable for their 
distinct stratification. 

. On Dolphin Downs, in Tresco, I have ob- 
served considerable quantities of gypsum, or 
alabaster, in small detatched stones; I have 
found the same but in smaller quantities, on 
the surface of the downs at St. Mary's and 
St. Martin's, which are about the same height 
above the level of the sea as Tresco. 

The shores of the Scilly Islands are di- 
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versified by huge rocks, large stones, and sajid 
of different degrees of fineness. The constant 
action of the sea (and even of the air, strongly 
impregnated as it is with saline particles ) has 
split and divided the larger masses into a 
variety of forms ; and the severed pieces, being 
fiirther broken in their fall, have had th^ir an- 
gular asperites destroyed by constant attrition 
with the circumjacent stones. Those, there- 
fore, which are loose, and exposed to the ac- 
tion of the waves, are generally of an oval 
form, but many of them are of an immense 
size. The fragments, being decomposed, form 
a coarse kind of sand between the rocks ; and 
this again, in many instances, being aggluti- 
nated by earths from the neighbouring cliffs, 
is united by the petrifactive qualities of salt 
water, and hardened into a coarse kind of sand- 
stone. The finer sand which lines many of 
the bays and shores, is white and shining, 
formed from the decomposition of the shells of 
perriwinkles, cockles, and limpets, vast quan- 
tities of which are found in the sand thrown 
up by the sea, and, in their progressive stages 
of decay, exhibit a variety of beautifid colours ; 
the coarse external lamina being soon des- 
troyed, and the inner coats being in some in- 
stances of a pearly brightness ; in others, va- 
riegated with minute wavy lines of crimson» 
purple^ &c. 
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From the resanblance between the soils and 
products of Scilly and Cornwall, some have 
been of opimon that they were formerly united ; 
and much learning and ingenuity have been 
employed, aided by some traditionary testi- 
mony, in support of this hypothesis, which I 
propose now to examine at length. 

The tradition generally received is this ; — 
that at some undefined period, the neck of 
land by which Scilly smd Cornwall were joined, 
was destroyed by the submersion of the land, 
during the prevalence of a mighty tempest, 
aided by other convulsions of nature; — that 
the land so submerged was called the Lioness; 
and that it contained one hundred and forty 
parish Churches, all of which were swept away 
by the resistless ocean. 

The learned and ingenious Whitaker, has 
taken so much pains to establish the main 
points of the tradition, that it would be unfair 
not to give an ample outline of the resisoning 
by which he strives to support it. 

( It IS but justice, however, to Mr. Whitaker, 
here to observe that, in order to get rid of the 
hundred and forty parish churches, he takes 
npon himself, as he expresses it, " to reduce 
the number from one hundred and forty, to 
forty ; to suppose a mistake very easy to be 
committed in numerical figures, to cut ofi* what 
any dash of the pen might have casually ere* 
ated, the first figure, and so bring the enormous 
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amount of the whole within the compass of 
credibility." ) 

In adverting to the disastrous event befqre 
mentioned, the date of which Mr. Whitakei* 
fixes in the tenth century, he s|ieaks of Scilly 
in a collective view, as originally consisting of 
only one Island. " This Isle," says he, " ran- 
ged then all under the eye from the high 
grounds of the Land's £i^d, much lower thaii 
these grounds, extending from that promi- 
nence," (i. e. the Land's End) '' on the £a^t| 
to the rock on the South- West, about thirty 
miles in length." Finding, from Trovitbeck» 
that there is ^ a very bad range of rocks, that 
lies between Scilly and the Land's End,' ( with 
the existence of which, Mr. Whitaker did not 
appear to have been previously acquainted ! ) 
he arrives at his conclusions with a rapidity 
scarcely to be n^aintained in the sober process 
of legitimate investigation. '^ Just nine fur- 
loi^s from the Land's ^nd," says be, '' is 
another rai^e of rocks, that is denominated 
the Longships, that extends in a line obliquely 
abreast of the Land's End." His inferences 
from these scanty data are curious : 

" The Isle, then," (i. e. Scilly ) " f^ppef^rs to 
have been divided from Cornwall by a channel 
somewhat more than one mile wide, and 
stretching from the Land's End to the Lpng- 
ships, but narrowed more than a third of this 
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breadth, by a shoal on the East of the Long- 
ships, that is called the Kettle- Bottom from 
its form, and has only one fathom of water 
upon its Northern end, with two fathoms on 
its Southern. Siich is^ such wasy the * Frith ' 
of Solirms ; narrow indeed, and therefore tur- 
bulent, yet deep enough at present to afford a 
free passage to any vessel that draws not more 
than twelve fathmns " / • 

" But the Isle," he adds, ** was terminated 
on the South-west by lofty hills," ( i. e. the 
present Scilly Islands ) ;— " terminated on the 
North-west by hills not so lofty, yet tall," 
(q. d. the Seven Stones ? ) — " one in the middle 
particularly tall, and having a plain extended 
between both." 

" In this plain," he continues, " and about 
two thirds of the distance from that end of it, 
appears to have been a town, denominated by 
the natives of the Land's End, those best re- 
positories for such a tradition concerning such 
an object, the City of Lions; a Lugdunum or 
Lyonsy p/obably, in Silura, as in Gaul, so 
named from its position on a knoll by the 
water, and thus giving the popular title of 
Lyonois in Gaul, of Lionesse in Silura, to the 



• What an idea must Mr, T^Tiitaker have had Jof the 
magnitude and draught of vessels ! — ^The largest line-of^ 
battle ship draws not much more than four fathoms 1 
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region itself. The long plain of the Isle was 
over/lowed at once! and nothing remained 
rising above the surface of the sea, except the 
mountains to the South- West" (i. e. the present 
Scilly) " or the hills to the North-East. These 
still reared their heads over the deluge around 
them ; those in the shape of Isles, but these in 
the form of rocks. And the sea, which is said 
to be forty fathoms in depth at the jLongships, 
is only twenty of the very side of this drowned 
isle, and not more than eight over the plain of 
the isle itself." 

It is time, now, to put an end to this inge- 
nious but fanciful theory ; and this I shall do by 
a few clear and succinct observations ; reserv- 
ing others for such further arguments as have 
been advanced on the opposite side. 

1. The Seven Stones do not lie in a direct 
line between Scilly and the Land's End, but 
foil two leagues nearly North-west of that line. 
Had the promontory of the Lioness^ therefore, 
ever existed, it must have described a curve, 
almost resembling a semicircle, from Scilly to 
the Land*s End. The greatest force of the 
Atlantic ocean is exerted during the prevalence 
of storms from the South-Westward, the sea 
then rushing in with a tremendous under-cur- 
rent from the Bay of Biscay. To this force 
the Scilly Islands have been constantly ex- 
posed, and yet, during the lapse of thousands 
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of years, they have received, at most, but 
partial injury; whereas the promontory, or 
( according to Whitaker ) the extended island, 
which is stated to have been aver/lowed at 
0nce, could not, from its position, have been 
acted on in a powerful manner by that or any 
other sea. 

2. The Frithy mentioned by Solinus, cer- 
tainly was not that ims^ined by Mr. Whitaker^ 
extending only fix>m the Land's End to the 
Longships, and only **' nine furlongs wide" by 
Mr. W's own account. Solinus ^ays that the 
Scilly Islands are severed from the coast of 
Danmonium ( i. e. Cornwall ) " by a rough nar- 
row sea, of three or four hours' passage." Now 
the voyage from Scilly to Penzcmee^ — ^a dis- 
tance of forty miles, has often been performed, 
by the present small packets, with a strong 
fair gale, in four hours and a half, and, in some 
few instances in less than four hours. From 
the Land's Endj to St. Martin's Island, the 
distance is not thirty miles, which, therefore, 
might well be crossed, with a fair wind and 
tide, in " three or four hours." What would 
be thought of ships or mariners who were 
" three or four hours" crossing a friths not 
much more '' than a mile wide, but narrowed 
more than a third of this breadth by a shoal " ? 

3. There is no place in Scilly to which the 
denomination of ^* mountain" can be justly 
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applied. It is straining the point too tar, there* 
fore, to say that the momntmns r^nained while 
the plain was washed away. The highest land 
in Scilly is not one hundred and seventy feeft 
above'the level of the sea. 

4th and lastly : The argument respecting 
the soundings, partakes of the general weak^ 
ness. "The sea," says Mr. Whitaker, "which 
is said to be forty fathoms in depth at the 
Longships, is only twenty at the very side of 
this drowned isle, and not more than eight 
over the plain of the isle itself.*' Unfortunately 
for the whole theory, this statement, which at 
fii-st view might seem to carry considerable 
weight, is altogether erroneous 1 Any chart of 
the West coast of Cornwall and the Scilly 
Islands will shew that at the Longships there 
are not more than eight fathoms of water ;--^ 
that the whole coarse of the soundings from 
Scilly to the Seven Stones, and thence half 
way to the Longships, is from fifty to fifty-two 
fathoms, diminishing, on the approach to Corn- 
wall to forty-seven and forty-five ; — that Cam 
Base^ a sand bank near the Longships, having 
but from eight to ten fathoms of water, is not 
three quarters of a mile long or broad ; and 
that, if any such tract as the Lianesse ever 
existed it must now be three hundred feet 
below the sea I while in those places at Scilly 
where the water has evidently gained on the 
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Islands, there are not above three or four 
fathoms at high tides! 

Other writers, who have embraced the same 
opinions as Mr. Whitaker respecting the 
Lionesse, observe, — that the Cornish calls a 
certain place, surrounded by the Seven Stoiies, 
TregvUy that is a dwelling; — that door and 
window-frames have been drawn up by fisher- 
men from this place ; — that the space between 
the Land's End and the Isles of Scilly, is still 
called in Cornish, LethowsoWj signifying the 
Lioness ; — and that, in a Survey made in the 
reign of Edward the First, the county of 
Cornwall was computed to contisiin 1,500,000 
acres of land, although now it does not contain 
above half that number. All these observa- 
tions may easily be set aside in like manner 
as those which have preceded them. 

1. That a name given to a certain object 
can have no influence in determining a ques- 
tion of this kind, and in a place where similar 
objects are so abundant, must be instaptly 
admitted when the number of rocks around 
Scilly and Cornwall, and the whimsical do- 
nominations by which some of them are 
distinguished, are taken into consideration. 
For instance, at Scilly we have a rock called 
Maiden's Bower j another denominated Castle 
Bryer, and there is a cluster called Ley 
Steeple^ visible only at low water ; but would 
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those who lay such stress on a name, endea- 
vour to support their arguments by finding a 
tradition of a bowery a castle, and a sunken 
tower at Scilly? — This need be urged no 
further. The names of rocks in general are 
given from some fancied resemblance which 
they may have to certain objects, in the minds 
of those by whom they are first discovered. 
Many rocks, at a distance, appear like castles^ 
churches, or houses; this probably was the 
case with ons of the Seven Stones ( which are 
high rocks surrounded by breakers ) and hence 
the name given by the Cornish fishermen to 
th4it rocky — not to the whole group, — '"the 
housCy^ or ^* dwelling'.'' 

2. With regard to the window-frames; — I 
made diligent enquiries about these, for a 
considerable time after my arrival at Scilly, ' 
but could find no person who had seen th^n, 
or could describe them. At length I was told 
that one Thomas Stediford, a fisherman of 
St. Mary's who had been dead forty years, 
did once draw up something like the frame of 
a window when fishing near the Seven Stones, 
but I could gain no further information. How- 
ever, it must be evident on a moment's thought^ 
that at the time when the reputed catastrophe 
4>f the Lionesse happened, nothing like our 
present windows was known. Glazed sashes 
are, comparatively, of very recent invention; 
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therefore the window^ or fru^ment of a win« 
dow, found on the Seven Stones, was probacy 
a part of the stem or cabin of some vessel that 
had been wrecked, or Imd foundered, on or 
fiear that spot. 

3. The preceeding observations on proper 
names apply here again to the Cornish word 
Z/ethowsfnOy or LionesSy by which the sea 
between Scilly and ComwaU is distinguished. 
And why was it thus named ? — Because of its 
general violence and turbolence, which had 
been remarlced by Solinus,^ and to which any 
one who has freqnently crossed it, efi|>eciaUy 
in the months between the autumnal and ver- 
nal equinoxes, will bear ample testimony. 
Rivers and seas are frequentiy denominated 
after the names of animals whose qualities and 
motions they may be thought to represent. 

4. The Survey of the date of Edward the 
Fii^t, may be clearly shown to have been 
formed on a modi of division of the counties 
of <]!omwall and Devon which does not now 
prevail. Cornwall, at present, properly con- 
tains no more than 759,681 acres. In order 
to make it of tiie dimenaiaos before noted ; the 
supposed tract of land called Liamess, the 
length of which (from Scilly to the Land's 

-■,... _ _ I - I.J. I I I I I ijBiri ' I m r- r' - |— ^ 

»»'See what has before been said respectiDg the name 
ISMiymiiutoy ia chap. U. ^Part !• 
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End ) could only have been thirty miies^ must 
yet have contained 740,319 acres ; — almost as 
much as the whole county of Cornwall ! ! 
The absurdity of this is sufficiently manifest ; 
and the 1,500,000 acres claimed for ComwaU 
in the alledged Survey, could only have been 
summed up by taking an incorrect and ex- 
aggerated measurement or estimate of Corn- 
wall proper, and including Dartmoor forest 
( 80,000 acres ) and other Duchy lands, from 
the county of Devon ; or else, as Mr. Whi- 
taker says, by a casual '' dash of the pen/' ^ 

•J I I ■!■■■ ■■ III! I I I ■■ I I !■ 

* That egregious mistakes have happened, even in mo- 
dem days, in matters of this natare, I have recenUj had 
occasion to ascertain. In the ^* Complete System of Oeo* 
grapky/' printed in 1747, — a nt ork in many respects of 
great merit, Cornwall is made to contain 060,000 acres ;— 
above two hundred thousand acres more than it really 
hichides ! 

Most, if not all the Accounts of the Scilly Islands, pnb- 
Kshed within the last hundred years, represent St. Marjr's 
as <' about nine or ten miles in circumference.'' This has 
been stated in works not printed twenty years since. By 
a careful examination I have ascertained that it is not 
eight miles in compass, but I should be sorry to think that 
any fatnre writer, from this circumstance, should be led 
to imagine that the Island had been reduced from ten to 
eight miles in circumference in the course of a few years! 
Yet something like this error appears in a late ^' History 
of Cornwall." — ^The writer, finding that Leland had said 
that '* Trescaw ^ was ** the biggest of the islettes, in 
eumpace a 6 miles or more,'' while ** St Mary Isle" was 
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Having thus set the tradition of the Lioness 
aside, I proceed to consider what testimony 



*^ a 5 mile or more in cumpace ; " adds, " yet this Island/* 
(i. e. Tresco ) " now contains only forty families, and is 
little more than half as large as St. Marys, * « « « so 
mncli has Trescaw lost of its extent, from the days of 
Leland to the present time, a period of little more than 
two centuries and half ! *' Now, as Leland distinctly 
notices " St. Mary," " Trescaw," " St. Martines,'* and 
" St. Agnes," and says nothing of Bryher or Samson, 
it is plain that he included one or both of them under the 
name of Trescaw, to which, indeed, they appear to be 
joined, and are actually joined at low water. Thus 
measured or estimated, he might well give them a " cum- 
pace" of "3, 6 mile or more," while St. Mary's was but 
five of his miles in " cuinpace." 

Another word on . the veperable Leland, and to his 
praise. He says, " Scylley is a Kenning, that is to say 
about an xx miles from the very Westeste Pointe of 
Comwatdle" At present, the distance between the places 
here specified is reckoned thirty miles. I4eland's miles, 
therefore, were a mile and a half of modern measurement. 
If, then, to every mile, as given by him, we add half a 
mile, we shall find the " cumpace" of " a 5 mile or more," 
allotted to St. Mary's, amounting to something beyond 
seven miles and a half, — agreeing exactly with what I 
have before stated to be the actual circumference of thU 
Island!, Again; — If, to the six miles by which he 
measures " Trescaw," we in like manner add six half 
miles, we shall have nine miles, which is precisely tlie 
circumference of Tresco^ Bryher ^ and Samson! So ac* 
curate was that venerable Historian ! — So idle are con- 
clusions hastily drawn from premises ill understood! 
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pres^it appearances supply as to the ancient 
state of Scilly, , 

That the present Islands, or at least many 
of them, were formerly united, there seem 
good reasons : for believing. There are large 
tracts of sand, called fiats^ extending from 
St. Martin's to St Mary's on the south, and to 
Tresco on the West. Tresco is joined to 
Bryher, and Bryher to Samson, by simil&r 
links. These flats are so dry at low water 
(spring tides) that from Samson to Bryher, 
and Tresco a man may then pass dry shod ; — 
nearly so from Tresco to St. Martin's; nor 
would the water reach higher than his knees 
were he to cross from the latter Island to St. 
Mary's. — St. Agnes appears to have been 
always seperate from the rest. 

It is further deserving of remark, that these 
sands lie on the inner part of the Islands, 
towards the Roadstead, in which the depth of 
'water is not more than from two to five 
fathoms ; whilst the outer part of the Islands, 
which is more immediately exposed to the 
sea, is guarded with lofty crags and ranges of 
advanced rocks, having about fifteen fathoms 
of water ntar the shore, and from twenty to 
thu-ty-fiye fathoms at not a mile's distance 
from it. The Islands, then, never extended 
fiirther into the sea; and what has been ra- 
vaged fi*om them has only tended to increase 

F 
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the distance between them, but not to diminish 
the circuit of the whole. 

From the preceding facts alone a strong 
presumption of the junction of some of these 
Islands, at a remote and uncertain period, may 
fairly be entertained; but such an opinion is 
fiiroly established from the remains of houses 
and hedges which are still occasionally dis- 
covered, after storms, in the sands connecting 
Bryher and Samson. Mdst of those who have 
written on the Scilly Islands, attribute their 
present appearance to the convenient, though 
ill-defined, agency of ** some violent convulsion 
of nature,'' with hints of an earthquake, a tem- 
pest, an inundation, and other destructive 
phccnomena, by which the Islands were rent 
asunder, lower grounds submerged, and the 
higher distorted into their present wild and 
irregular appearance. Thus, amongst others; 
the learned Dr. Borlase expresses himself in 
the foflowing manner: 

"I was not without hopes,'' says he, on 
visiting Scilly, " of finding old towns, old 
castles, perhaps inscriptions, and works of 
grandeui*; but there is nothing of this kind; 
the inhabitants are all new comers ; not one 
old habitation, nor any remains of Phoenician 
oi; Grecian art, in the ports, castles, towns, 
temptesy or sepulchres. We are not to think, 
however, but that Scilly was i eally inhabited, 
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and as frequently resorted to anciently, as the 
old historians relate. All the Islands, by the 
remains of hedges, walls, and houses, con- 
tiguous to each otlier, and a number of sepul- 
chural barrows, sliew that they have been fully 
cultivated and inhabited. 

" That these Islands were inhabited by the 
Britons," he adds, " is past all doubt, not only 
from their neighbourhood to Britain, but from 
the liruid monuments, the several rude pillars, 
circles of 'stones erect, kistvaens without num« 
ber, rock basons and tolmens, all monuments 
common in Cornwall and Wales, equal evi- 
dences of the antiquity, religion, and original, 
of the old inhabitants ; they have also many 
British names at present for their little islands^ 
tenements, karns, and creeks, and more doubt- 
less have been forgotten, or jostled out by 
modern ones. 

" How came these inhabitants, then, it may be 
asked, to vanish so, as that the present have 
no pretensions to any affinil^y, or connection of 
any kind, either in blood, language, or cus- 
toms ? How came they to disappear, and 
leave so few traces of trade, plenty, and arts, 
and no posterity that we can hear of, behind 
them ? 

" Two causes of the extinction of the old 
inhabitants, their habitations, and works of 
peace, war, and religion, occur to me ; the 

F 2 
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gradual advances of the sea, and the suddea 
submersion of tiie land. The sea is perpetually 
preying upon these little islands, and leaves 
nqthing where it can reach, but the skeleton^ 
the bared rock." 

' ** To account for these alterations," he says 
in another place, " the gradual advances and 
slow depredations of the sea will not suffice ; • 
we must therefore either allow that these lands" 
(i. e. those now buried in the sands). " since 
they w^ere cultivated and built upon, have sunk 
so much lower than they were before, or we 
must allow, that since these lands were fenced 
in and cultivated, and the houses built and 
other works raised, which are now under 
water, the whole ocean has been raised as to 
its surface sixteen feet and more in perpen- 
dicular height; which letter supposition will 
appear to the learned without doubt much the * 
harder of the two. I conclude therefore" says 
he, " that these Islands have undergone some 
great catastrophe; and besides the apparent 
diminution of their islets by sea and tempest^ 
must have suffered greatly by a subsidence of 
the land, (the common consequence of earth- 
quakes) attended by a sudden inundation in 
those parts where the above-mentioned ruins, 
fences, mines, and other things of which we 
have no vestiges now remaining, formerly 
stood. This inundation probably destroyed 
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many of the ancient inhabitants, and so ter- 
rified those who survived, and had wherewithal 
to support themselves elsewhere, that they for- 
sook these Islands ; by which means the 
people who were the aborigines, and cor- 
responded so long with the Phoenicians, 
Greeks, and Romans, were reduced to the 
last gasp. The few poor remains of the deso- 
lation might soon lose sight of their ancient 
prosperity and eminence, by their necessary 
attention to food and raiment ; no easy acqui- 
sitions, when their lowlands, ports, and towns, 
were overwhelmed by the sea.'* 

This hypothesis certainly is ingenious, and 
stated and maintained with great ability ; yet 
I trust I shall not be accused of temerity when 
I own that it does not appear to me incon- 
cussible, — at least in those parts that relate to 
the " earthquake," the " inundation," and the 
" great catastrophe." The Horatian law, 
" Nee DeiiS intersit nisi dignus vindice fwdus^'' 
is equally applicable to philosophical investi-^ 
gations as to dramatic compositions ; and, 
notwithstanding the Doctor's assertion, I hope 
to prove, — or at least to establish the proba- 
bility, — that one primary, visible, and certain 
cause, in constant action for so many hundreds 
of years as have elapsed since .the Deluge, has 
effected, or been connected with, all the 
changes which have taken place in the ap- 
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pearance of the Scilly Islands from the time 
of Noah's Flood. 

1. England could never have been properly 
described as subject to earthquakes. What 
has been felt there, of thi^ nature, might rather 
be termed shocks of earthquakes than real 
visitations deserving that name. No instances 
are recorded, or handed down by tradition, of 
hills having been overturned, or towns swal- 
lowed up, in that Island, by those dreadful 
convulsions of nature. It is probable, there- 
fore, from the laws and materials of the natu- 
ral world, that no event ever happened in any^ 
district of the globe, which has not been re- 
peated, or in some manner imitated. 

2. When any submersion of the land takes 
place in consequence pf an earthquake on the 
sea-coast, a cavity is formed, wide and deep, 
and filled by the surrounding water. Thus, 
in Jamaica, the old town of Port Royal is cast 
down so far, that ships drop anchor amongst 
,the houses of ,the drowned district, and ride 
securely forty or fifty feet above their roofs. 
In Scilly, on the contrary, the flats (as has 
been observed before) are dry at low water, 
and have never more than about fourteen or 
sixteen feet of water over them. 

3. The constant action of the sea, increased 
sometimes by its violent agitation during 
storms, is sufficient to explain every appear- 
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ance connected with the sands at Scilly^ It 
is agreed on all sides that the submerged land 
was originally low, — perhaps only a few feet 
above the level of the sea at high water. Its 
breadth, also, was probably inconsiderable, 
like that of the isthmi or necks which unite the 
Hugh to St. Mary's, and the Gugh to St. 
Agnes. During the prevalence of storms, the 
Bea, rising higher than usual, might make $ 
breach over those necks, ( as it has done twice 
at St. Mary's, and continues to do, every 
spring tide, at St. Agnes ) when, by carrying 
away in its recess a small proportion, perhaps 
almost imperceptible, from their surfaces, it 
prepared the way for further attacks and more 
extensive conquests* What was carried off at 
every ebb, was deposited along the shore, or 
in front of the ravaged tracts, thus forming a 
gentle ascent for waters urged only by the 
most moderate tides. Succeeding storms, oc- 
cuning in the course of many centuries, com- 
pleted the desolation of the lower lands and 
the demarcation of the Isles, by spreading the 
wreck of the different necks in those broad and 
level plains which they now present to the eye. 
This work, as I before observed, is still going 
on, surely though gradually, at St. Agnes ; 
and it is also to be feared that, within a few 
years ( unless timely measures are taken to 
prevent such a dreadful calamity ) St. Mary's 
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will be duddied into two distinct Islands, and 
the inhabitants of Hugh Town, or at least 
those who reside in the lower part of it, will 
share the fate supposed to have befallen the 
aborigines of the off-islands.^ 

Not only the lower shores, but even th6 
more elevated coasts of the islands, have cer- 
tainly suffered much, during the lapse of cen- 
turies, fi-om the agressions of the sea ; which, 
by undermining the soil, has strewed the mar- 
gin of the land with numerous immense stones^ 
which were once imbedded many feet above 
the reach of the waves. Many ponderous 
blocks may still be seen jutting from the 
ground, in different places, as if about to tum- 
ble at the next surge. Indeed, the fresh ap- 
pearance of the earthy cliffs suflSciently proves 
that they have not long been exposed to the 
air. Yet, on the other hand, it may be obr 
served, that the stones and fragments of earth, 
so detached, bear so small a proportion to 
what remains compact ; that though it is but 

^ 1 have been informed that the sea has incroached, 
within the memory of man, over some fields at St. Mary's, 
lying near the marshes, which are regularly OTerfiowed 
every winter. If, however, the banks or sea-fences were 
properly kept up, no danger need be feared. Of their 
present miserably-dilapidated state, and the best means 
of repairing them, much more will be found in the chap- 
ter exclusively relating to that Island. 
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reasonable to suppose that each of the islands 
formerly clothed with soil and verdure those 
beds of stones which every receding tide dis^ 
covers at its base ; and that those rocky and 
dangerous points which project in so many 
directions, are but the wrecks of former little 
hills ; — ^yet the Islands may remain habitable 
and productive until the end of all things. 

However,' while 1 contend that the sea ha« 
been the principal agent in producing the 
changes that have occurred around the shores 
of Scilly ; — I wish to have it understood tliat 
those other means which may be said to act 
generally on the surface of the earth, must be 
considered to have contributed also to the 
mutations which these Islands have doubtless 
undei^one. Amongst those means may be 
enumerated not only the air, which wears 
away and alt^s the forms of even the hardest 
bodies, and the perpetual pressure of which, 
on the different substances and unequal sur- 
face of the earth, must necessarily have been 
productive of great alterations during the revo- 
lutions of centuries, — ^but also the continued 
change of seasons and their phcenpmena,— 
heat and cold, rain and storms, fire and va- 
pours; by which, rocks have been shivered, 
hills wasted, vallies filled, towns destroyed, 
the course of rivers turned, and almost every 
form and substance on the face of the earth 
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distorted and remodeUed. Human laboui^s 
also, — ^which, tfaoagh comparatively of small 
Skcconnty are yet, by long oper^ition, capable of 
effecting great s^nd even unintentional altera-, 
tions, — ^may have coi^trrbuted mucb toward* 
changing the external appearance of the eartii 
m different parts, by hewing quarries, felling 
woods, heaping mounds, levelling roads, foarm^ 
ing bays, or other works suggested by con- 
venience or necessity- A mere enumeration 
of those causes may probably hdp conjecture 
to explain the present state of the Scilly Is- 
lands, without recurring to the hypotheses of 
earthquakes and volcanoes, which probably^ 
never operated to any considerable extent in 
this part of the world. 

Witliout presuming to speak decisively on 
the causes of the extinction of the ancient in^ 
habitants of these Isles, I m^y yet observe 
that the solution of that que^ion by Dr» Bor- 
l^se and others, appears to me as unsatisfac- 
tory as it is melancholy. A difficulty of con- 
siderable magnitude appears at the outset : — 
If the aborigines of Scilly and the Phanician 
traders who established themselves here, were 
totally swallowed up by an earthquake or 
frowned by an inundation — ( which yet seems 
a strange supposition, considering how much 
finp land still remains ) — must we resort to the 
same machinery to account for the disappear- 
ance of the Phoenicians from Cormvall? That 
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the trade in tin extended to that county in 
very early ages, is warmly contended for, by 
many writers, and, in every view, is highly 
probable. Yet 1 know of no vestiges of PhcE- * 
n:cian towns or Phoenician art in that province^ 
and it would be rather over-straining an hy- 
pothesis to suppose that earthquake and inun- 
dation were there employed to exterminate aU 
remains of the times of old, as is fancied tp 
have been the case in Scilly. Perhaps the ex- 
tinction of the former inhabitants of these 
Islands may be explained by the following 
supposition : The Phoenicians, imagining that 
they had nearly exhausted the mineral tresi- 
sures of this part of the world, voluntarily 
returned to their own shores, as* did the Greeks 
and Romans soon after them; and the Danes 
and other piratical people, in their subsequent 
descents on the coasts of Scilly and Cornwall, 
might have destroyed whatever monuments of 
ancient fame they found here,— massacred 
many of the natives, — taken others captive, — 
and compelled those who escaped their bar- 
barities, to seek refuge in Britain. — I do not 
offer tbis as a perfect hypothesis, but as one 
that bears a strong face o^ probability, and by 
which the difficulties of that advanced bj 
Borlase are evaded.^ 



* The names of tlie present race of inhabitants of Scilly, 
are chie% Cornish and Devonian; and it would seen 
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From M'hat has been stated, then, it appears, 
— ^that Scilly was never joined to Cornwall, 
tbonghit bears a strong resemblance to that 
county in its soils and products ; — ^that great 
changes in the appeai-ance and dimensions of 
some of the Islands have taken place since 
they were first known to the ancients ; — ^but 
that there are not sufficient grounds for believ- 
ing that those changes were effected by any 
extraordinary convulsions of nature, but chiefly 
by the continued and poweiful action of the 
elements, especially of the sea. 

It now remains for me briefly to notice the 
other subjects which fall under the head of 
natural history. 

The soil of Scilly, though sandy, is generally 
good, especially at St. Mary's; and, were 



that a few individuals, settling here within the la3t two 
centuries, have almost peopled the whole of the inhabited 
Islands. Of the name of Jenkin there are, altogetlier, 
about forty families ; of Ellis, thirty-five families ; Hicks, 
thirty; Pendar, twenty- sev en ; Woodcock, twenty-five; 
Ool^ei*, twenty ; ilsA/brd,. seventeen ; Webber, Vnthre; and 
Gibson^ eight families. One half of the inhabitants of 
St. Agnes are of the same name — Hicks. One quarter 
of those of Tresco, and one third of those af Bryher, 
are called Jenkin. Above one fourth of those of St. 
Martin's, have the surname, Ellis; and another fourth, 
that of A^/brd. Samson has only two names amongst 
seven families. At St. Mary's, of course, a much greatqr 
diversity of cognominations prevails. 
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.proper means adopted, and suitable encou-^ 
ragement given for inclosing and cultivating 
land, that Island would supply agricultural 
produce sufficient for the maintenance of dou^ 
hie the amount of its present population* I 
have seen many acres which have not been 
inclosed more than two years, in the first of 
which they produced excellent crops of pota- 
toes, and in the second, very fine barley. • Con- 
siderable expence, howev^, must be incurred 
in breaking up a piece of ground, and clearing 
the stones which are generally strewed over 
its surface ; but these again are serviceable for 
building cottages or out-houses, and making 
hedges, some of the latter of which, in Scil]jr» 
have more the appearance of fortifications than 
of fences. 

The Ofi-Islands are not so prolific as St. 
Mary's, and, in the most fruitful seasons, sd^ 
dom produce more than is sufficient for the 
consumption of the inhabitants for two-thirdu 
of the year : But agriculture on most of those 
Islands, might well be extended ; and, indeed,^ 
has been extended in the course of the last^ 
two years, in some degree. At Tresco, while 
there are not above five hundred acres of 
ground in cultivation, about six hundred acres, 
still lie waste ; two^thirds of which, at least, 
are capable of improvement. What ground i% 
cultivated at Scilly, is never suffered tQ lic^ 
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fatllow, and is further irripoverisKed by being 
irisufficieritiy manured. Tlie principal dress- 
ing is sea- weed. Tiie implements of hus- 
btindry used in Scilly are much the sa;me as 
those of Coriiwall, but rather of woi-se con- 
strut tioft. 

The chief vegetable* productions of Sciljy 
affe wheat; barley, rye, pillas, and potatoes. 
The laiter are of very superior quality to most 
in England, whither considerable quantities of 
theraf arfe annually exported, as well as to 
Gibraltar, and the West Indies. Most kinds 
of vegetables, common in England, grow here, 
as well as fruits and flowers. Various physi- 
cal and fragrant herbs, especialiy such ais are 
fciiind in Cornwall, grow wild on several of the 
Islands. The sea-poppy, — a plant much es- 
tiefemed for niany medicinal virtues, — ^is found 
h^re in great abundance, The samphire is of 
peculiar excellence. Garlick is much culti- 
vated, although it also grows wild. The 
efhigo, 6r sea-holly, is very pleiAiful; and 
cawomlle is abundant on most of the hills and 
<feivn.^. 

Black cattle arc snVall; and the flesh, iti 
grileral, is not of so fine a grain a^ in England, 
nor will it b6ar salting so well; hUt the qua- 
lity of the meat, of tourste, depends much on 
tH^ foott of the animal, ^M<ih, in the Off*-Is- 
lahdi*,- consist iti a great measure of sea- weed'! 
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The horses are small, and generally poor, their 
chief food being the fiirze which they find on 
the hills, and which they carefully bruise with 
the fore-hoof before manducation : Yet I 
have been assured that both cows and horses, 
by custom, acquire such a relish for these 
peculiar and piquant articles of food, that they 
pine when deprived of them! Many cattle, 
however, actually die in the winter, esp'ecially 
on the OfF-Islands, through hunger. 

The sheep are of a peculiar breed, similar 
to some that I have observed on the Western 
Islands of Scotland ; they are small, but high 
on the hinder legs, with long, thin, ragged 
tails. The mutton is often very sweet. Of 
hogs there are great numbers on all the prin- 
cipal Islands ; but such of those animals as 
belong to the poor are in general fed on ore- 
weed, liffipets, &e. which gives the flesh a dis- 
agreeable redness, and a very unpalateable, 
fishy taste. There are no hares on the Islands, 
nor are rabbits so plentiful as formerly. 

Poultry, of different kinds, may be obtained 
here occasionally, but generally in a small and 
lean state. A goose seldom weighs more than 
fire pounds and a half, and other fowl are in 
proportion/ Wild fowl of all sorts resort here 

— II il wu ifc ti I I r I I I I .i.i I ■■■ I .^ .l a iMii. ,.ii. ■ I I I 111 

' Vdf ihe prices of tbe different articles of food, see the 
Chap, on St Mary's, Part II. 
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in great plenty during the winter; and there 
are numerous land and sea-birds on the dif- 
ferent Islands, including curlews, gulls, gan- 
nets, herons, herin&haws, looms, raerricks, sea- 
pies, &c. Wild geese and swans frequent 
these Isles also in winter. Of land-hirds there 
are linnets, gold-finches, thrushes, black-birds, 
larks, lapwings, cuckoo^, sparrows, snipes, 
woodcocks,* plovers, widgeons, partridges, 
teals: croWs, kites, hawks, owls, &c. but the 
choicer sorts of birds are scarce. The puffin, 
once so plentiful on these Islandsi is now sel- 
dom found. (It is here, as in Cornwall, called 
the pope ! ) 

The fish are numerous in species, large in 
size, and excellent in flavour; but by no 
means so plentiful as, formerly. The chief fish 
found near the Islands are turbot, cod, ling, 
fiole, mackarel, plaice, mullet, hake, poUuck^ 
whiting-poUuck, eel, and pilchard. The con- 
ger-eels are very large and heavy. There are 

^ A singular circumstance has been remarked with res- 
pect to these birds, which, during the prevalence of strong 
gales in a direction varying from £ast to North, are gene- 
rally found here before they are discovered in England, 
and 'are first seen about the Eastern Islands and the neigh- 
bourin|5 cliflPs. May not this circumstance tend to eluci- 
date the enquiries of the naturalist relative to their migra* 
tion? On their arrival at Scilly they are mostly in an 
e;chausted siat«, and fly low. 
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also numerous kinds of smaller fish caught 
and salted by the natives for Winter*consump- 
tion ; such as bass, wi'ass, chad, scad, smelts, 
sprat, brit, barne, cuddle, whistlers y &c. These 
are included by the Islanders under the general 
name of rock-fish. Several sharks, of a small 
size, have been found near the Islands during 
the Summer- months of the last few years. 
Numbers of porpoises are commonly seen in 
the sounds in blowing weather. — ^Of the tes- 
taceous kinds are craw-fish, lobsters, crabs, 
shrimps, periwinkles, and limpets. There are 
but few muscles, and no oysters, at Scilly. 

Neither viper, adder, toad, or other veno- 
mous creature is to be found here ; but there 
are many rats ( chiefly of the black kind ) on 
the Off-Islands, and mice at St. Mary s. Some 
authors have mentioned cock-roaches as plen- 
tiful in Scilly,' but I have never been able to 
see one; and I believe that the species, if it 
ever existed here, is nearly extinct 

The air, being strongly impregnated with 
saline efiluvia, is peculiarly brisk and health- 
fiil; but (judging from my own experience) 
I believe that strangers may find it productive 
of heaviness in the head and eyes, — causing 
what is called a swimming in the former, and 
weighing down the latter as if to sleep. I 
know of no disease or complaint which may 
be noticed as prevalent in the Islands, or 
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|Hsculiar tx> them; yet I h^ve t^baierved different 
4iegree6 of amentia in nihtr numerous subjects. 
The natives are generally healthy^ strongs and 
lof^-lived. Fourscore years may be taken 
Us the average term of life here ; bat it is a 
melancholy statem^t, which I have frequently 
heard, and believe to be correct, that fw 
one man who dies a natural death, mae are 
drowned I** 

The climate of Scilly is ve^ mild; in proof 
of vrhich it may be sufficient to fitate that an 
American aloe, in the garden of the JLaeut. 
Governor, in the Garrison, has blossomed in 
the open air. It is net^r so cold here in 
winter, nor so hot in sununer, as in England. 
Frosts seldom happen unless in a perfect 
calm, and a thaw generally takes place two 
or three hours after i^mirise. Snow never lies 
on the ground more than two or three days. 
Generally speaking the weather, here, is very 
dry throughout the year, and much mwe so 
Aan in Cornwall. Here being no mounitains 



^ Mflay distreiBeiHg i^tanoes of ihh kind Occunred during, 
the long prevalence of stormy weather at the close of 
1821. None of the Island boats, even of the largest class, 
is decked ; — ^hence the irruption of a heavy sea is almost 
a suTt token of instant destrtkction. The large sloop sails, 
also, 6o goAierally adopted, ana int;oliipBtibl6 with a dm 
regard to mtlety m the Winter ieason. 
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to atljact the cloads, tiiere is consequently 
but little rain. £ven when the fifaowers at 
J^enzance .have been desjcribed as floods, not 
a^tlrop has fdlen here. This great drou^ 
is in sQuve measure unfriendly to agriculture, 
the iigbtness of Hie soil requiring frequent 
siiowevs. TJ^e sultry heats of sununer are 
aasuaged and teaipered by the cool and salu- 
farious breezes which arise from the aea on 
erfiry jside, bearix^ bealtia and vigour on their 
mads. Perhaps the tine will come, in :SciUy!s 
better days, when it shall have received the 
BiunmMis inipr0V:eii!ients of which it is capable, 
when these Islands shall be pref^red to 
£Hefgn diioreB by tbose who, in quest of 
health and renovation, have been accustomed 
to look to a long and expensive voyage to 
a distant land. 

It must foe ^confessed that in the summer 
nontbs the air is rendered disagreeable, es- 
pecially to straagars, by the effiuvia arising 
fixMn the biinting of sea weed for msd^ing kelp, 
the Bmell x)f which is highly ofikisive. But 
much of the present inconveni^ice might be 
«ibviated by a regulation enforcing the burning 
of weeds only on those sides of the Island 
opposite to the wiod, so that the smoke might 
be carried off to sea. On this subject, more 
will ibe found in a succeeding portion ef this 
worfc. (See Chap.V.) 

G 2 
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Water is rather scarce, especially such as is 
desirable for drinking. There are no streams^ 
and but few springs, in any of the Islands ; 
yet Uiere are some good wells in St Mary's 
and lai^e ponds in Tresco, Bryher, and St. 
Agnes. The inhabitants are very careful in 
saving rain-water for domestic purposes, but 
in summer very little rain falls here* Perhaps 
by clearing out old wells, and sinking others, 
a more abundant supply of that useful element 
might be obtained. There are no chalybeate 
springs in the Islands. 

In the evenings and nights of autumn, a 
beautiful phenomenon may be observed in the 
seas around Scilly, the waters of which, when 
disturbed by the plashing of the oars in row- 
ing, twinkle with great rapidity and uncom- 
mon brilliance. Whether these coruscations 
proceed from marine animals or plants, or 
from a property in the water itself, is a point 
on wbich naturalists are not agreed, and 
which, indeed, does not appear easy of solu- 
tion. The effect^ however, of these luminous 
appearances is peculiarly pleasing. 

The fine sand with which the roads and 
many other parts of the Islands are covered, 
is particularly inconvenient. In the summer 
it dazzles the eyes by its incessant glare : In 
winter, being furiously blown in the face by 
the boisterous gales prevalent in that season. 
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it stings like a nettle. This sand, and the 
spray of the sea, are also very injurious to 
woollen cloaths, especially black, and to hats, 
which they render brown and rusty in a short 
time. Most of the Gentlemen on the Islands, 
therefore, wear straw hats or cloth caps in 
summer. 

The winds here are generally fresh, and 
often violent. By those who have kept jour- 
nals it has been found that not more than six 
days of perfect calm occur in the course of a 
year. During one half of the year the wind 
blows from Westerly points, that is say, be- 
tween South -West and North -West; and 
these vrinds are generally strong. Storms 
often arise almost suddenly, and last long; 
and the inhabitants, having no protection of 
trees, nor aught that might intercept their 
violence, feel their effects very sensibly. Yet 
in summer the appearance of the sea and sky 
is delightfiil ; and the view of the sun, slowly 
sinking in the Western wave at the utmost 
vei^e of the horizon, is calculated to excite 
feelings of the purest pleasure and the most 
sublime devotion.' 



' Perhaps the Reader wiU excuse the following attempt 
to convey some idea of this interesting sight, in a manner 
that may he thought more agreeable to the subject than 
the unvarnished details of prose. 
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SUNSET AT SCILLY. 



I. 

My soul is fall of splendouf ! and mine eye, — 

(O'erpow'red and dazzled with excessive light) — 
Shrinks back, some mildly-soothing point to spy 

Amidst the silrer-iipangled robe of Night. 
IL 
For I hkve aeen-^ whilst^ wide afound^ the spray 

In folds incessant joyed the shores to lave ; ) 
The glorious Potentate that rules the day, 

iVheel liis bright chariot down th' Atlantic wave. 
Ill 
taefice^ -^though t long, by taried tdils oppressed^ 

Hafe ceased to wake the harp's neglected string;- 
Again tl^ kindling ardour fires my breast^ 

And all within me bids me soar and sing. 
IV. 
Uni O f wliat mnsic can sucb throbs impart 

Throngb the dull ch^nel of the sordid ear. 
As tllat whieh thrflls nnd fllte th' ixpatided heidrt,--- 

Stnick «p by lighti and snng by evVy Ikphere! 
V. 
Yet wake^ my harp! — awake a solemn strain; — 

( Such strain may such a subject best beseem ; ) 
And dharm— If aught can charm — my present pain, 

With flights descriptive, suited to the thelne. 

VI. 

The Irest^wina iript^led the dihting ftnr^e,-^ 
(A shiver^ mirrof !) and disturbed the glare 

Thut, when no gales old Ocean's bosom urge^ 
Settles in vast and datfifing riohfieto fhere. 
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VIL 
Before me smiled tbe wide-expanded maiA,-^ 

Goncealiag sAaros and death }--*like worldly amikB !-«- 
And, — dotting tkick the amre^tinted plain,-^ 

On either aide, brown rooks and swelling Isles. 
VIII. 
Above, amidst the pure cemleaQ bhie. 

Light, silken elouds, in forms fantastic bent. 
Displayed, to fond Ima^ation's view. 

Bright Ides and rocks, to stud the firmament I 
IX. 
The sun was in his strength: Though oft enshrined 

Midst those fine folds, in Taried beauties bright,— 
Oft, through the slender tenture, nneonfined, 

Streamed the full blase of Eve's empurpled Ught« 
X. 
He looked not on the Earth: — His slanting ray. 

Upward directed, only sought the sky: 
Earth had no charms to woo his longer stay;-^ 

Beauty had fixed her 'witching seat on high: 
XL 
There, o'er the realms of majesty and grace, 

She reigned confessed ; and, through the ethereal scenci 
The eye of Contemplation well might trace 

Whate*er was lovely, glorious, or serene. 
XIL 
The lucid masses, tinted by the rays 

That gave the whole one animated glow,*^ 
Or, burnished to the Sun's effulgent blaxe. 

Or with soft blushes tinged their wreaths of tUow ! 
XIIL 
And Fancy saw on each a genial sprite, — 

(To Virtue ministrant )— with airy tone 
Of mimic harp, chaunting the praise of Light 

In strains to all but Virtue's few, unknown. 
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XIV. 

Descending on his bright, celestial way. 

The Monarch of the day stood o'er the ware ;— 
The conscious water reddened to his ray, 

And heaved on high, his chariot-wheels to lave ! 
XV. 
And now, as, touching the horizon's verge. 

The brilliant Orb, lingering with fond delay. 
Prepared beyond its limits to immerge. 
And light and heat to other lands convey ;-•» 
XVI. 
The congregating vapours, gath'ring round. 

Curtained the glowing bosom of the West, — 
As if by fond, officious duty bound 
fo guard the spot that led him to his rest! 
XVII. 
Eaah instant, novel tints, that kindly beamed, — 
Darting obliquely through each silken fold, — 
A mingled ray of warmth and lustre streamed, — 
Gracii^ their crimson skirts with livii^ gold! 
XVIII. 
Majestic and serene-^— as Saints descend , 
The silent precincts of the hallowed grave, — 
• I saw his disk its parting beam extend. 

Then, placid sink beneath the thrilling wave!— 
XIX. 
Emblem, how just ! — ^the Sun again shall rise,—* 

Again shall charm creation with his ray; — 
The Saint shall re-appear! — ascend the skies. 
And shine antidst the blaze of endless day! 
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Chapter IV* 

OF THE CIVIL, MILITARY, AND ECCLE- 

SIASTICAL GOVERNMENT OF THE 

SCILLY ISLANDS. 

Scilly nat a part of the Duchy of Cornwall 
by authority. — Grant of the Islands by 
William III. to Lord Godolphin. --Powers 
of the Lord Proprietor. -^Civil and Military 
comxAoMd of the Islands not always held by 
the same Person. — Tlie Duke's Council^ or 
Twelve Men, how chosen. — Changes in the 
constitution of this Court. — The Lord Pro-, 
prietor the tivil and military Governor. — 
Whimsical awards of the Court. — Present 
Military Establishment. — Revenue Depart-- 
ment. — Ecclesiastical state of the Islands. — 
Secular Canons appointed here by Edward 
III. Chapels built on most of the Islands 
after the Reformation. — One Clergymjan only 
resident at Scilly till lately. — Missionaries 
and Schools of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. 



It has before been stated that if Scilly apper- 
tains to the Duchy of Coml^all, it is rather by 
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favour than by authority, as it does not appear 
by any records to have ever been so annexed. 
By the several grants extant, the Islanders are 
" subject only to the laws of their own Court 
of Civil Judicature, in all matters of debt, tres- 
pass, or property in dispute ; the High-Sheriff 
for the County of Cornwall having no autho- 
rity in Scilly," says Heath, " except by per- 
mission of the Lord Proprietor thereof."* 

In tb^ year 1698, King William the third 
granted to Sidney Lord Godolpbin all those 
His Majesty's Islands, territories, and rocks^ 
commonly called the Isles of Scilley^ with all 
sounds, harbours, and sands within the* circuit 
of the said Isles ; and all lands, tenem^its, 
meadows, pastures, grounds, feedings fishings, 
fishing places, mines of tin, lead, and coals^ 
and all profits of the same, and Ml power to 
dig, work, and mine in the premises ; and also 



^Yet ftt present the Cornish Magistrates of the hundred 
of Penwith claim and exercise a jurisdiction over the 
Islands, and to their adjudication most of the disputed 
questions in cases of wrecic and salvage are referred, 
UuMigh at great inconvenience to the parUes whose per- 
sonal attendance is in such cases required* Some of the 
Attomies, too, of the neighbourhood of Penzance, adopt 
a summary method of recovering small debts from the 
poor Islanders, by subjecting them to the visitation of a 
Imu^, and the misery and espence of ft pr^^oeediiiig bf 
sUslreif* Thiftfequinyi,^#^atioii» . 
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all the marshes, void groimds^ woods, under^ 
woods, rents, reversions, services, and all oth^ 
profits, rights, commodities, advantages, and 
etnolumeirts witibon the said Isles; and a 
TtMetf of all dlli|^ wreck, the other moiety to 
be received by the Lord High AdmnraL The 
King also granted all his Liberties^ Fnmchisesy 
Authorities and Jurisdictions^ as had before 
been nsed in the said Islands ; and full power 
to hear, examine, and finally determine all 
plaints, snits, matters, actions, controversies, 
contentions, and demands whatever, moved or 
depending between party and party inhabitii^ 
the said Ides. ( All heresies, treasons^ mattes 
touching life, or member of man, or title of 
land; and also all controversies and causes 
touching ships, and other things belonging to 
the High Court of ATdmiralty, always ex^ 
cepted.) To hold to the said Lord Godolphin 
for a term of eighty-nine years, ( from the year 
1709 to 1798) at the atinual rent of forty 
pounds; the grant to be void at the King's 
pleasure, if the rent should be unpaid two 
itionths after due. It was forther granted that 
the said Sidney Lord Godolphin might receive 
yearly, at the King's price, one last of gun* 
powder (paying ready money for the same); 
and that the said Lord> his executors and as'^ 
s^s» nod^t take up and press his and their 
own tenai]^^ tinners> and servants^ to serve 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



d2 PRESENT STATE OF [ 9it1 I. 

the King under the said Sidney Lord Godol* 
phin, his executors, adminiiptrators, and as^ 
signs, within the said Islands, territories, and 
rocks, in time of war. It was also covenanted 
that the said Lord Godolphin should not 
alienate or dispose of his Lease without the 
consent of His Majesty or his successors^ 
The King's ratification declares that notwith- 
standing any misrecital or non-recital of the 
articles contained in the former leases of 
Elizabeth, James the First, and Charles the 
First, it was His Majesty's pleasure that all 
and singular the rights and privileges thereof 
should be continued unto the said Sidney 
Lord Godolphin. 

I have been the more particular in making 
this abstract of the grant of King William, 
because I understand it is the model of that 
now held by the Duke of Leeds. 

It would appear from this, according to 
what Heath has before observed, '' that these 
Islands are under an Admiralty Jurisdiction; 
and that the Lord Proprietor, for the time 
being, is empowered to erect a court of civil 
judicature for hearing and determining all 
plaints suits, trespasses, controversies, tumults, 
&c. And, by virtue of his power given, can j 
deligate his authority, by assigning a Magis* 
trate to preside over that court, reserving his 
judgment in appeals." This is also agreeable 
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to the opinion of Counsel, for Mr. Green, 
whom the late Francis Lord Godolphin was in 
the habit of consulting on the business of these 
Islands, says, in one of his letters ( dated 21st 
March, 1769) "As you are! the sole Pro* 
prietor of these Islands, the inhabitants are 
your tenants, and claim your protection as 
such. I also think that the power given to 
you by the Crjown, and by you delegated to 
the Council, ( consisting of > twelve men ) suf* 
ficiently authorizes them to hear and determme 
controver^es^ and disputes." It is, however, 
to be regretted, that the power of the Council 
do not appear sufficiently established to enable 
them to administer justice in every case, and 
there has long been a j^ousy between those 
executing the civil and the military functions, 
as to pre*eminence in the Council of Twelve* 
" The Governors having the military power," 
says Heath, " were not always Proprietors, 
holding the civil jurisdiction, for Major Ben* 
nett was Governor of Scilly while the present 
Earl of Godolphin ^ was only Proprietor : Hia 
Lordship thinking this an infringement on his 
authority, had a commission as Governor, 
bearing date July 7, 1733, and has been Go« 
vemor, and Proprietor of the Islands ever 
sonce." Application was made to his fiOrd- 

* This was written in the year 1760. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



flii PRES&^VT SXAT£ OF [ fgsf^ h 

^aUp, in 1736, for ihe e8tablisfaiii€ttt of the civil 
IBOwror in the lalandk; and mthecoaiHrae of the 
i&oaespoikdeaoe to which tbiB subject gave 
me, it afipearad; That ^ir Francis iGodol* 
fiMa, when Propnetor of these Idaads, vested 
Ab ctwril pamer in tweiFe inhaUtaiUSy to vriiOHi 
he gave proper instriuitioiEis ; hat that these, w 
meJi as the other mtcieaA moordsiof the couit, 
had iMen iast:^^That4he QcHremor^had, fioia 
tiine ito time, aamsted Ihe eomntoa^-ciMiiiOil of 
the lahmds in detflnaining saoh mattersas wem 
brongfat belore them : — ^That the ocMMrts/«rfaeDe^ 
in causes were traed and detemiiiied, meoe 
heM iii the oiame €f the Earl <j£ ^soddLphin, 
as lessee - of Ae Groifirn. Tfaa^ an case of thi^ 
dealii of any m&mbet of the council, <mo of 
the prkieipal iahahibaits of the Island of St. 
M«ay^«>w€fie fmt in rniminatian to supfdy the 
deAotcHcy, one of iivhom ivas elected by a 
ilM^ovity Hif the membMs. No oath of ofiee 
was fonoeily taken, bat the council had we- 
C0Btly4idofited one ^ their ovm aeoord, tfie 
aattire of which if as, to biad tkemselires to 
wxteto the best of their jnrignuBnt in ciU cases 
brooglyt hefwe th^a* la a snbaai|ue]it dada* 
Fstian (ii;7a9) it was stated ;that ithe ct^rii 
povner of &ese Islands, .under Lord God6l* 
phn,«had been hiam time waaieHiorial for hw 
iSisi^iestyls^^endce, and £ar the jKell-tgoveming, 
peace, andNsa&ty of ;the inhabitants, and was 
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MIged in the eommandin^ officer and the 
tirelve men fdr the time hmmg. 

in coBBequenoe of the desth of Lord -Go* 
de^phin, the commandant of the garriBon, in 
a memoriri dated Aptil aotfa, 1766, declares 
tlie '''Connefl prcvogued, if not dissolved,^' 
ttntil oe^nfirmed aaew by Lord Godolphin's 
succe8B(»*, and recommends it to the members 
to state <lieir circnmstanoes to his Lcmtship. 
Hits iSnfff did, and anothesr long and &t%iiing 
oofvespond^ice ^ensued, wfaicfa diose who are 
mimu$ in such mattero may find faillifiilly re^ 
eWNled by Mr.,Tpoirtbeck. The result was, 
that his Lordi^q>, by a writing dated the 10th 
of %kine» m the same year, confirmed and es- 
tablished, (as far as his {lower extended) unto 
the tw»dN^e men, or Common council, of St. 
Mary's, ail their ancient rights, privileges, and 
customs. The commandant declined to act 
as president, and, in conseqaence, no businesa 
was for a long time transacted. This was 
stated to &e Lord Proprietor by the council^ 
in a iett» dated December 3rd, 17€7, in which 
they also prayed to be put on a more sure and 
peimanent establishment; — to be indanmfied 
for their acts that were not incofnsistent wift, 
or comtrary to, the known laws and statates of 
l!ie realm;*— affd *o recave instructions for 
Aeir ^gtridance in case any Art»K oonmanding 
officer of 'Hie:garrison shouldmot cfause to act 
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as president of the court. In 1769 his Lord* 
ship sent a summary if not an expeditious 
answer to the petition of the council^ by ap- 
pointing John Mitchell, gentleman, his steward 
on the Islands, president of the council in the 
absence of Captain Graeme, the military com- 
manding officer before mentioned, and the 
business of the court proceeded as before. 
. ''In consequence of some complaints against 
the partial proceedings of the council-men, who 
were all near related to each other," says 
Troutbeck, '' Lord Godolphin thought prop^ 
to dissolve the coimcil, and appointed others 
to have the administration of justice, who were 
not connected with the natives either by affi- 
nity or consanguinity, that all culprits might 
meet with the due reward of their deeds, and 
that insolence, which was come to a great 
height, might be suppressed." Of this council 
the commander resident of the garrison was 
appointed president. 

On the death of Lord Godolphin, in 1786^ 
the Marquis of Carmarthen, his successor, 
(now Duke of Leeds) appointed another coun- 
cil, and constituted Lieutenant Colonel Daw- 
son, its president. 

In 1791, His Grace the Duke of Leeds, 
being then at Scilly, added two members to 
fill up the vacancies then in the council, and 
appointed Thomas Phillips, esq. his Grace's 
.steward, deputy-president. 
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' From what has already been stated, as well 
as from the constitution of subsequent courts 
down to the present time, it appears that the 
Duke of Leeds, as Governor of Scilly, holds 
there both a civil and military authority ; and 
the resident Lieutenant Governor, or military 
commandant, has generally acted in the same 
two-fold capacity. The court at present ex- 
isting is composed of the military commanding 
officer, the Agent of the Duke of Leeds, his 
Gi'ace's resident chaplain, the collector of 
customs, the comptroller, and seven other in- 
habitants of St. Mary's. The court holds its 
sittings on the last Saturday in every month* 
Although offences which, by the common law 
are punishable with transportation, or even 
with a still severer penalty, have sometimes 
been tried here ; yet the only punishments in- 
flicted by the court are fine, whipping, and 
imprisonment ; to which was formerly super- 
added the ducking stool, for refractory and 
obstreperous females."" 



^ Some of the. sentences awarded by former conrts on 
different offenders (extracted from the industrious Tront^- 
beck) may, perhaps, excite the reader's smile : 

1. << January 28th, 1712. Ann Holiday was accused 
of stealing out of the house of Mr. Thomas Smith, sundry 
articles, which were found in her possession. It wat 
ordered that she should be bound to the common wfaip« 

H 
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Although the agent of the Duke of Leeds 
enjoys jurisdiction as a heal magistrate, he 



phig-postj and there receive fori'g four stripe*! which 
drder," he very coolly adds, " was executed**! 
^ % " February 13th, 1713. An order of the council 
'^as given out, to prohibit all masters of ships or boats 
to import any strangers to settle here, or to carry any person 
Jrom these islands, under the penalty of ten pounds^! 

3. *• January 27th, 1714. Thomas Barks, a soldier, 
#aa accused and found ^ilty of fordbiy hreakmg ini4 the 
hifuse^ of Joan, Legg, in the niyhi^ and committing a rape cm 
her, body ; for which , the council ordered him — to be pub^ 
liqkly whipped " / / / 

4. " October 29th, 1720. Robert Mac Limeric com- 
plained against John Tregear, for furiously assaulting him 
with a milKstafT, breakii;ig his head, wounding him in tiie 
face, and spjQing his blood; which being confirmed hj 
sufficienjt evidence, the council having deliberately weighed 
the damages done to him the said Robert Mac Limeric, 
by shedding his blood, did award and order John Tregear 
to pay \k\in six shillings and eight pence ! and the like sum 
to the poor of the parish." 

5. *' December .3l$t, 1743. Edmund Lakey ^9A fined 
one shilling, for behaving rudely and swearing before the 
court"! 

6. " July 2nd, 1744. Two women being accused of 
disorderly practices, were sentenced by the court to be 
ducked at the quay-head, and purified in salt water** ! 

7. " September 24th, 1757. James Child was accused 
by James Thomas, of fraudulently taking one of his slieep, 
which by strong circumstances appeared to be true. The 
court recommended the^ parties to settle the matter between 
themselves, and James Child agreed to pay James Thomas 
nine shillings for the sheep. The said James Child was 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CllffptlV.] THE SCILLY ISLAND*. OS 

hais not the power of commitment to any of^ 
the prisons in England. It would be neces- 
sary, therefore, in cases of murder or other 
capital offences, that the accused should be 
taken to Penzance, and committed to the 
dounty jail by the Cornish justices. — The 
want of ati established and well-defined civil 
pbwer at Scilly, is extremely inconvenient to 
all classes of the inhabitants, and highly de- 
serving the attention of the Governtlient and 
the Legislature. 

The military command of the Islands appears 
to be in the appointment of the Commander in 
Chief of the army. The present establishment 
at St. Mkry's consists of a lieut. governor 
(holding the rank of major general,) a master^ 
gunner, and four other gunners. There are 
also two or three aged Serjeants residing in 
the garrison. The store-keeper and barrkck- 
master were lately reduced, under the existing 
system of military retrenchment. — There are 
no soldiers doing duty on the Off •Islands. 

In the revenue department there are a col- 

judged b^ ike eewt, incapable of keeping any jfire-arms, et 
any other offensive weapons in his house, during the present 
war; and that he shall be careful to go into the garrison 
whenever the warning-gun shall be fired, and if he neg- 
lects, he is immediately to be taken into custody ^ and useA 
<w— A traitor" ! ! ! 

— " Ohe ! jam satis est !** 
H 2 
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lector of the customs ( who is also agent to 
the Trinity House for St. Agnes' Light) a 
comptroller, surveyor, an oflScer of excise, &c. 
There is also a preventive water guard estab- 
lished on the five principle Islands, consisting 
of an inspecting Commander (holding alsQ the 
rank of captain in the Royal Navy ) five chief 
officers or sitters, and about thirty other men, 
provided with suitable boats, watch-houses, 
arms, &c. for the prevention of smuggling, 
which was formerly carried on to a great 
extent on these Islands. 

From what has been advanced in a pre- 
ceding chapter, it appears that, whatever be 
the civil constitution of these Islands, the 
ecclesiastical authority in them has been held, 
fi-om the time of Athelstan, by the Bishops 
of Exeter, by whom the powers granted from 
the Crown to the abbots of Tavistock, in 
Scilly, were confirmed. The Islands, how- 
ever, have neither episcopal nor archidiaconal 
visitation, nor does the rite of confirmation 
appear to have been at any time administered; 
to the natives.^ — A brief historical retrospect. 



^ I have great pleasure, however, in being enabled to 
state that the present learned and pious Bishop of Exeter 
(Dr. W. Carey) has personally signified to rae his Lord- 
ship's intention of visiting this part of bis Diocese at an 
early period. 
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in addition to what has already been inci- 
dentally mentioned, may serve to explain the 
origin, and to account for the existence, of 
many of the anomalies in the spiritual affairs 
of Scilly. 

The possessions and influence of the monks 
on these Islands, have before been mentioned. 
By a grant of Edward the Third, agreeable 
to a petition presented to that monarch from 
the abbot and convent of Tavistock, two 
secular canons, or chaplains, were appointed 
to perform divine service at Scilly, during the 
time of war, instead of the two monks by 
whom that duty had previously been dis- 
charged. On the suppression of monastic 
institutions by Henry the Eighth, it is pro- 
bable that those secular chaplains were re- 
called to England, About thirty years after- 
w ards, the Islands were granted by Elizabeth, 
on lease to the honourable Francis Godolphin, 
by whose descendants most of the, present 
chapels or churches were built. But it does 
not appear that any clergyman of the reformed 
Church was engaged for any other Island than 
that of St. Mary's ; where, it would seem, the 
administration of the rites and ceremonies of 
the church were exclusively performed.* Even 



•Thi« is expressly asserted by Trontbeck, who says, 
'< Formerly the Lord-Proprietor's chaplain was the only 
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whe^ Heath's account of Scilly was printed 
( A.D. 1750 ) there was no other clergyman 
on the Islands than a chaplain at St. Mary's 
who, however, had neither institution, indue- 
tion,^nor visitation, from the Bishop; holding 
his appointment at the will pf ithe Lord Pro- 
prietor, and receiving the keys of the church 
from his agent. The Off- Island churchei^ 
were only supplied by four of the native fisher- 
men, who were appointed by the agent to read 
prayers and sermons agreeable to the doctrines 
of tjie Church of England. 

At present the Society for Promoting Chrisr 
tian Knowledge employs two clergymen here, 
one of whom resides in the Mission House, at 
Tresco, and the other on St. Mary's. When, 
through the prevalence of storms, or other 



clergyman upon all the Islands, vhicb was attended with 
great inconvenience in many respects, particularly to the 
inhabitants on the off-islands, who were then obliged to 
faring their children over sea to St. iMfary's church to be 
baptized, and many times at the risk of their lives.'' This 
information, however, is only of comparatively recent 
date: — Leiand notes a melancholy disaster which hap- 
pened a little before his own time,, through this means. 

" The Isle of §t. Agnes,'' says he, " was desolatid by 
this chaunce, in recenti kominum memoria. The hole num- 
fare abnost of v housholds that were yn this Isle, eame to 
a marriage or a fest mto St Mary Isle, and going home- 
warde were all drownid." 
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causes, those missioueries are unable to attend 
their respective churchc^^ tlie service is pettr- 
formed there by the tkrks^ as above meai- 
tioned* The Society also supports schools on 
all the principle Islands; and, by the dis- 
tribution of Bibles, Prayer- Books, and other 
religious and valuably works, has chiefly been 
instrumental in promoting that state of mo- 
rality which so eminently distinguishes the 
Islanders/ Between four and five hundred 
pounds are expended annually by the Society 
on the missions and schools here, as will be 
more particularly noticed under the accounts 
of the different Islands. 

By most of the writers on Cornish History, 
the 'churches at Scilly are called chapels of 
ease. But if they be so, those writers would 
do well to point out their mother church ! By 
the natives, each island is considered as a 
parish of itself. The churchwardens (of whom 
there are two on each of the five principal Is- 
lands) do not attend the Archdeacon's visita- 
tions, but are sworn in at the court of the Lord 
Proprietor. 

The tythes of the Islands are received by 
the agent on the part of the Lord Proprietor, 
in whose grant they are included. The sur- 

.1 lllllll»» !■ I II I....III M — II W W W IIllll ■ .11 I I I I I ..III I ■— — ■> 

' See more of this in the next chapter. 
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plice fees are paid to his Grace's chaplain^ 
the minister of St. Mary's, by whom the re- 
gisters of the different Islands are kept. 
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Chapter V. 

Manners of the Scilly Islanders. — Dialects. — 
State of Education, Religiony and Morality. 
— Attachment of the Scillonians to their fia-- 
five Isles. — Their loyalty. — Affected Ifute- 
pendence. — Superiority of their character to 
that of the English Poor. — Dress. — Em- 
ployments of tJie Islanders. — The process of 
Kelp-Tnaking described. — Improvements re- 
commended. — Piloting. — Skill and Enter- 
prize of the Islanders in rendering Assistance 
to Vessels in Distress. — Often inadequately 
rewarded. — Casualties attendant on this Em>^ 
ployment. — A Plan proposed for adjusting 
disputed Claims of Salvage. — Hardships ex- 
perienced by the Islafiders under the present 
System of Licensed or Braneh Pilots. 



The inhabitants of the Scilly Islands, — 
much to their credit, — are distinguished in a 
very eminent manner for their civility to stran- 
gers, their behaviour to whom, is alike removed 
from the coarse rudeness of country boors in 
England, and the pert and disgusting familia- 
rity too often assumed by the lower orders in 
towns and cities. The Islanders are also re- 
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markable for speaking good English, — ^far pre- 
ferable, at least, to what is generally heard 
amongst the humbler classes of any county, at 
some distance from the metropolis. Their 
dialect may be denominated a mixture of that 
of London with a little of the idiom of the 
We&t country. This excellence, perhaps, is 
in a measure owing to their frequent inter- 
course with shipping from all parts of the 
Kingdom* Yet there is one peculiarity which 
I have obs^ved to prevail on all the Islands ; 
— ^that of dropping the A in words beginning 
with the compound consonants thr; thus they 
call " three," tree; ** throat," treat, &c, I at 
first thought this vitiated pronunciation might 
be the mere effect of individual negligence, *but 
I found it general? y prevailed amongst the 
common order of people throughout the Is- 
lands. They have also this singularity, dia- 
metrically opposed to that of the London 
vulgar, — ^that whereas the latter sound oi like 
tV and call boiU bile; point, pint, &c. the 
Scillonians, on the other extreme, pronounce 
ie or i like oi, and call "pie," p<^; " line^" 
loiuy&cc. I found no other striking peculiarity 
in their mode of pronunciation, which, in 
general, is very pleasing to an accurate ear,* 



"^ There is, howeTer, a perceptible dtfeteiice in the du^ 
lects of the different Islanders. The inkabitaAts of St» 
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Before the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge instituted schools here, the Is- 
landers were said to have been very ignorant- 
At present there are few, if any, who canuot 
read and write ; and the general accents ancj 
eipaphases of the natives are correct and proper. 
Being provided with Bibles and Prayer Books^ 
jchiefly through the liberality of the above- 
mentioned Society, their behaviour at Church 
is decent and exemplary. — To grammatical 
accuracy they are, of course, strangers. 

I do not know one instance of any eminent 
man having been born in Scilly. Indeed the 
people of these Islands seem to be wholly 
unambitious of raising themselves to eminence 
by any of those ways which have long been 
marj^ed out as the paths of genius. Content 
with their islands, their rocks, their seas, and 
the common productions of the whole, they 
have no desire to leave the hearths and em- 
ployments of their forefathers, in pursuit of 
that airy phantom, — fame. 

'* Far from ttie maddiiig crowd's ignoble strife^ 
Their sober viskes never learn to stray; 

Mary's and St. Martin's generally speak the best English: 
Those of Tresco and Bryher have more of a Cornish pro- 
nunciation. The natives of St. Agnes are distinguished 
from those of all the other Islands by a manner of speak- 
ing v^ry sensible to the ear, bat difficult to define. Yet 
Ihere are mmy e^^ceptions to all ifaiese ohservatioiuk 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



108 PRESENT STATE OP' [ Iffmt t 

Along the cool, sequestered vale of life 
Thej keep the noiseless tenor of their way." 

The Scillonians pay such attention to the 
external duties of religion, that in those Is- 
lands— ( St. Mary's and Tresco ) — where dis- 
senters have established themselves, many of 
the people, " halting between two opinions,'* 
repair to the meeting-house in the morning, — 
to Church in the forenoon and afternoon, — 
and again to the meeting in the evening ! 

Whatever evils may be apprehended from 
such a collision of doctrines and discipline, it 
may nevertheless be expected that the fruits of 
morality should be found in those whose at- 
tention to the outward services of religion is 
so remarkable ; and it is but justice to iatdd, 
that in this respect, the majority of the Scil- 
lonians, especially those of the Off- Islands, 
are very exemplary, although without any as- 
sumption of that Pharisaic reserve^ and aus- 
terity of manners, by which religion and 
virtue are often disguised and degraded. 
'Swearing, drunkenness, debauchery, and other 
vices of the grosser kind, are very rarely com- 
mitted. The exceptions to these remarks have 
generally occurred at St. Mary's, the popula- 
tion of which, is as great as that of all the 
other Islands ; and where a promiscuous inter- 
course with strangers, and a lamentable want 
of energy in the exercise of parental authorityi 
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(to say nothing of tlie defective state of the 
civil power ) has tended in some degree to de- 
moralize the character of the lower orders. 

It has before been observed that the people 
of Scilly are very much attached to their na- 
tive Isles. They are also loyal, in the proper 
and constitutional sense of the word. The 
same motives which teach them to " fear God/* 
instruct them also to ** honour the King." It 
is a singular contemplation, — at a time when 
the Mother Country is almost torn asunder 
by the conflicting opinions of whigs and tories, 
radical republicans and privileged pensioners, 
ultra Catholics and democratic Deists, — ^that 
in these Islands, — ^however rent and disjoined 
by the convulsiohs of nature, — sl unanimity of 
sentiment prevails, of attachment to the eccle- 
siastical and civil pillars of the Constitution, 
which is the surest pledge of their preserva- 
tion ; and which one could wish to see more 
extensively influential in the Parent Isle ! 

By some, the Islanders have been accused 
of indolence, which, as a universal chaise, is a 
misrepresentation. If they are not, in general, 
60 expeditious in manual operations as their 
fellow-subjects in England, it is not through 
any deficiency of mental or bodily qualities; 
but for want of an observant eye, and a bene- 
ficial hand, to direct, sthnulate, and reward 
their exertions. Their alacrity, patience, and 
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Hardihood, in what may be considered their 
peculiar employment, — that of boarding and 
assisting vessels in distress, — afford sufficient 
refutation of a stigma so unfairly brought upon 
them. 

It has also been observed, — ^and the truth of 
thisr remaric will soon strike a stranger, — ^that 
there is an affected degree of independence 
atmongst the Islanders, which even the pressure 
of poverty and aiffliction is unable to subdiie. 
In some instances, this sort of Spanish feeling 
may certainly have been carried to an excess ; 
but in these times of general corruption of 
manners, I know not whether it is not at least 
preferable to that want of shame which lately- 
filled the work-houses of England with so 
many sti*ong and able-bodied men, who would 
rather throw themselves on the parish than 
seek employment' at a reduced rate of wages 
from wliat they had been accustomed to re- 
ceive in the time of national prosperity. 
* NieAtneBs of dress, particularly on the Sab- 
bath I>ay, isin -many instances, carried to an 
eittr^me, especially amongst the younger fe- 
rtfstles:: It is a ludicrdus contrast to see tho^e 
wholmve been scrambling over the rocks on 
the «ea-shore, on one day, without shoes or 
SlAcktngs,* gathering and drying ore- weed, — • 
dtfesured in white on the nexty with straw' hats, 
%mg ribbands; anttortier artides of'fen^afe 
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finery ! Indeed they appear to prefer the em- 
ployments of helpings knitting, &c. to which 
they have been accustomed, to the more con- 
fined operations of domestic labour : hence 
most of the servants in the principal houses are 
procured from England, at much trouble and 
expence. The men are generally dressed in 
blue jackets ; and trowsers and their whole 
appearance is clean, neat, and becoming. 

It is not, however, to be imagined, although 
I have stated the character of the people of 
Scilly to be so fair in many respects, that I 
mean to exhibit them without imperfection. 
On the contrary, my duty, as an impartial 
writer, obliges me now briefly to state what 
are the most common faults which prevail 
amongst the Islanders. On this head, how- 
ever, I shall be very concise, as these things 
have already been much magnified by some 
who may have had an interest in depreciating 
tire character of the people, while scarcely 
any effort has been made, ( till lately ) to do 
them that justice to which they are entitled 
on the other hand. 
A common propensity, too generally diffused^ 
is that of endeavouring to impose upon stran- 
gers by exorbitant charges for any little ser- 
vices : and, in more instances than one, I have 
seen beneficence and kindness repaid by ingra* 
titude and insolence^ But alas ! these things 
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may be seen and felt without taking a voyage 
to Scilly ! Whatever advantages have been 
fancied from general education, — gratitude^ 
and humility, certainly, are not of the nam- 
ber. 

The amusements of the Islanders being very 
few, — an almost insatiable curiosity for some- 
thing novel is a general feature in all ranks. 
*' What news from England ?" is the first and 
unanimous enquiry of the crowd assembled on 
the quay, so soon as ever the packet boat 
comes ashore, and newspapers are circulated 
with great rapidity amongst all who can pro- 
cure them. But as these weekly arrivals ar^ 
utterly insufficient to minister food to a propen- 
sity that requires daily and almost hourly 
indulgence, a system of eaves' dropping is 
indulged to a very vexatious extent;— the 
sanctity of domestic privacy is violated by 
talkative and perhaps lying servants, too often 
encouraged in this breach of trust by those 
whose duty it is to check every approach to 
such a system ; — and the minutest incidents of 
social intercourse are dilated and detailed in 
every variety that misconception can imagine, 
or falsehood invent. So strong is this inquisi^ 
tive propensity, that I have even rknown an 
instance of a clergyman being interrupted in 
the discharge of his duty by the bedside of 
the sick, through the patient's indecorous 
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desire to know the passing incidents of the 
day!»» 

The Islanders are also of a disposition some- 
what satirical, and very fond of affixing ludi- 
crous names both to persons and things, strong- 
ly indicative of any peculiarity of shape, size, 
habit, or disposition. In many instances, a 
child, almost as soon as it is born, receives the 
epithet by which it is distinguished for the rest 
of its life ! Yet it is but just to add that 
this propensity to nomenclature is in general 
unaccompanied by malicious feeling. Genuine 
wit, however, does not appear to be indigenous 
to these Islands. 

• The chief employments of the Islanders are, 
fishing, in all its branches ; piloting vessels in 
distress, or which might otherwise require as- 
sistance; gathering sea- weed, and preparing 
kelp for the London and Bristol markets ; and 
(in the absence of these sources of employ- 
ment, on what might be almost called their 
peculiar element) in cultivating their little 
patches of land, repairing their boats, &c. &c. 
About one hundred boats, small and large, 
have generally been employed from the dif- 
ferent Islands, in fishing and piloting, most of 
whioh boats have been held in shares, being 

^ See more on this subject in the chapter relating to 
St. Mar/s. I 
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the property of from three to eight men. — A 
variety of circumstances, however, (which will 
be fully detailed in the next chapter) lately 
combined to raider all those branches of em- 
ployment unproductive to the Islanders, and 
to excite that degree of attention towards them 
which, it may be hoped, will ultimately tend 
to the improvement of their condition, and the 
advantage of the £mpure« 

Some account of the manner in which those 
employments are exercised may not be unin- 
teresting to diose who are not versed in insular 
affairs. And first, then, of what is called helping. 

Kelp is defined by Dr. Johnson, ^^ a salt 
produced fix>m calcined sea-weed," but he 
does not mention the purposes to which it is 
applied, although he notices its pr^aration» 
in his Tour to the Hebrides. It is used in the 
manufacture of ^ass, allum and soap, of the 
former of which, it constitutes a principal in- 
gredient; and large \|uantities of it are annu- 
ally made in the different islands surroundmg 
the United Kingdom. The foUovring is the 
mode in which it is prepared at Scilly. 

During tbe^summer months^ great numbers 
of men, M^omen, boys, and giris, are seen, at 
low water, cutting the different kinds of a^a^ 
or ore-weed, from the rocks which are then, 
uncovered by the sea, and bringing it on 
the beach. As the rocks near the inliabitecU 
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Islands do not yield a sufficient quantity for 
the use of those engaged, some parties take 
boats and go to the more distant ledges, 
^ence they bring back, at high water, ivhat 
they may have procured. I have known some 
to go to what are called the Eastern Islands, 
(which, on account of their smallness, low- 
ness, and sterility, are uninhabited during the 
rest of the year ) and there erect a hut or two 
in which they have resided during the whole 
of ttie kelping season ; — ^not forgetting, how- 
ever, (with their characteristic attention to 
religious duties) to repair to the church of 
the nearest inhabited Island, on Sundays! 
The ore -weed is thinly strewed along the 
beaches of the different Islands in which kelp 
is prepared, for the purpose of drying it, and 
rendering it more easily susceptible of the ac- 
tion of fire. Should the skies threaten rain^ 
the weed is laid up in small heaps, like hay* 
cocks in England under similar circumstances. 
The kiln for burning the ore-weed, is a pit 
scooped out of the sand, of a concave form, 
being about three feejt deep in the centre, and 
seven feet in diameter. The sides of the pit 
are lined with stones, in order to prevent the 
sand from falling into the kelp, and deteriorat- 
ing its quality. About three or four o'clock 
in the afternoon, the kiln is usually lighted, 
which is done by placing a little ignited furze 
into the bottom of the pit, and gently strewing* 
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some of the driest ore- weed on the flame, 
which, by having the fuel continually renewed, 
in a short time becomes and remains a lofty 
and vivid blaze, surmounted by a column of 
snow-white smoke ; which, — ^sometimes as- 
cending perpendicularly to the skies, — at 
others, winding slowly around the dusky Is- 
lands, and thence expanding in shadowy va- 
pours over the deep, has a very peculiar effect, 
which is still fijrther heightened by the num- 
ber of kilns burning at the same time on the 
different Islands, — sometimes to the amount 
of forty or fifty. 

But, how much soever the novelty of such a 
scene may amuse a stranger, he would find a 
considerable drawback from his gratification 
resulting from the vapour of the burning weed, 
the scent of which — (more offensive than that 
of scorched leather, to which it has some re- 
semblance ) impregnates the air for several 
miles around, and affects it for a considerable 
time after the fireis have ceased* The only 
consolation to be gained while suffering from 
this annoyance, is the frequent assurance that 
" it is not unhealthy ; " which, indeed, might 
easily be supposed, from a consideration of 
the nature and properties of the ingredients by 
which it is produced.*' 

^ Although the " kelpiug season" is generally stated at 
Scilly to be confined to the Summer months, yet in fact 
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The lighting and feeding of the kiln is gene- 
rally performed by women and children, who 

the manufacture is carried on so long as the Islanders can 
procure any weed to bum. In 1821, in consequence of 
vast quantities of weed having been cast ashore by a 
succession of gales, the burning commenced at least two 
months before the stated period, and kelp continued to be 
made even so late as in the month of September ! The 
smell, as before stated, is peculiarly offensive ; and, the 
smoke being driven in clouds into those houses which lie 
in the direction of the wind, respiration becomes difficult 
to the inmates, and the eyes and head are also affected. 
Wearing apparel, and even the articles of household fur- 
niture, retain for a long time a strong smell of the effluVia, 
which nothing but a vigorous ventilation can remove. 

When the smoke is thus driven into the town, the in- 
habitants, notwithstanding the heat of the weather, are 
obliged to shut their windows and doors, and to keep their 
houses as close as possible : But no precautions are suf- 
ficient to exclude the insidious visitant ; and there is some- 
thing so revolting in the idea of being compelled to have 
recourse to such measures, and under such circumstances, 
as involuntarily recalls to the mind the state of the 
Smyrnese during the prevalence of the plague ! 

These " miseries,^' however, — (and certainly they are of 
a much more serious character than the whole of those 
developed in the ** groanings" of Samuel Sensitive and 
Timothy Testy ! ) — might, at least in a great measure, be 
obviated, by causing the kiks to be made further from the 
town, — not suffering them to be lighted till five o'clock in 
the evening, — nor even then when the wind might blow in 
a direction towards the houses. I have, indeed been told 
that orders to the above effect, respecting the lighting, 
have been given by the Duke's Court; but if so, they are 
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also take an active part in the operations of 
carrying and drying the weed, &c. In from 
four to five boursy enough is usually burnt for 
the day. When, by the intensity of the iQame, 
the mass begins to liquify, the word is given to 
" strike the Mln^^ which is performed by from 
ten to fourteen men; who, being each pro- 
vided with a kind of pitch-fork, divide into 
two parties^ takiog their sts^tions on opposite 
sides of the kiln, and stir the vitrifying njiasst 
from side \^ side with great exertion lor about 
seven minutes; when, (the whole being suf- 
ficiently amalgamated) it is left to cool and 
settle; beiijig fit foir exportation immediately 
aiBter. 

A single kimp or mass of kelp, formed in a 
kiln of the dimensions before specified, weighs 
firom two hundred weight and a h.alf, to three 
hundr^d^.** Xh^ price of Scilly kelp, for some 
yea^ 1^ past l?i^ beeq^ about five pounds per tpn^ 



utterly disregarded. — Last year the kilns were frequently 
kindled; so easly as onj^ o'clock, a;nd kept burning for the 
rest of, the dayL 

^ It u estimated^ in Dr. MaccnUoch's JDiescrtp^ion of, the 
We$ter%Idaml§ofScotUm^ that the quantity of sea- weed 
required to make a ton of l^elp, is twenty, four tons; 
** hence/' as he pbseryes, ^^ a coiuception of the labour 
employed in this manufacture may be formed, since the 
whole must be cut, carried, spread out, dried; and stacked, 
titejfore it is ready for bui[ning." 
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to the merchants of London, Bristol, &c. but 
eaqh of these tons is twenty-one hundred 
weight, and thfe }>oor islanders complain that 
the price which they receive from some of the 
merchants on the place, though nominally 
.three pounds, is, in reality far short of that 
sum ; as, instead of being paid in money, they 
are necessitated to take up the whole, or at 
least the greater "^ part, of their portions of the 
produce of their different kilns, in grocery and 
other goods ; which certainly is directly con- 
trary to the spirit of some late Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and requires examination by the real 
friends of the people. The Islanders seldom 
get more, in a family, than from £ 7 to £ 10, 
for their labours during the kelping season. 
In 1821, however, from the peculiarly favour- 
able circumstances attending this manufacture, 
and the improvement of the prices, ( which in 
some instances were as high as £4. 10^. per 
ton) several individuals realized £ 14 or £ 15 
by their exertions in this laborious employ- 
ment. 

Kelp-making was first introduced into these 
Islands in the year 1684, by a Mr. Nance of 
Cornwall, who has still some descendants re- 
siding on St. Martin's. It is much to be 
regretted that, for want of proper encourage- 
ment, the produce of these islands in this use* 
fttl branch of manufacture, has hitherto been 
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fer short in quality and price, to that of the 
Western Islands of Scotland, the kelp of 
which, during the late war, was sold for even 
fifteen pounds per ton, the manufacture having 
there attained all the improvements of which 
it was susceptible. More judgment and ex- 
actness than can be expected in those manu- 
ally engaged in making kelp, are necessary in 
several parts of the process,' particularly in 
distinguishing the period of vitiification, when 
the act of " striking, " or stirring, becomes 
necessary. The appointment of proper per- 
sons to regulate these and other matters con- 
nected with this subject, would be a great 
advantage to the islanders.*" 



• As the weed, after having been gathered, is spread on 
the beach to dry in the sun for several days, it is probable 
that much of the saline matter which constitutes its ex* 
cellence is absorbed, as well by the dews of night as bj 
the heat of day. In addition to whioij inconvenience, it 
is also evident that much sand must thus be gathered, by 
which the quality of the kelp is deteriorated : It might 
therefore be desirable to try the effect of drying the weed 
on a paved floor, under cover, and of burning it in iron 
pans. Perhaps some improvements might result from 
experiments on the different kinds of oar- weed, ina^ad of 
bumiiig them promiscuously in one kiln, as is now prac- 
tised in making kelp. 

Since the above was written, and even so lately as the 
commencement of the present year ( 1822 ) I understand 
that some persons have taken a house at Tresco, and com* 
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Piloting has been mentioned as another 
source of employment to the people of Scilly. 
But they sustain many oppressive and vexatious 
inconveniences in the exercise of this needfiil 
callings which will be specified at the close 
of this article. 

To the kelping- season, before mentioned, 
succeed ikie labours of the harvest, and other 
points of agricultural economy peculiar to the 
fall of the year. The gales of the Autumnal 
lequinox, — ( the harbingers of those by which 
Scilly is pretty briskly and frequently visited 
till the return of the vernal season ) — make the 
falling in with these Islands, &c. an object of 
great importance to masters of ships pro- 
ceeding up either channel; and few, who are 
prudent, will choose either, to come amongst 
them, or pass near them, without a pilot. As, 
by some, Scilly is shunned, especially during 
the prevalence of boisterous weather, as a 
place fraught with imminent dangers; so, to 
others, especially to the masters of coasting 
vessels, it is justly considered a desirable 

meiiced the erection of suitable buildings, for the purpose. 
oi making kelp all the year round, on an improved process; 
— ^the principal feature of which is, that the sea-weed will 
be burnt as soon as it is sufficiently dry to receive the fire. 
This plan is proposed to be adopted on all the Islands, 
and it is thought it will be found highly advantageous to 
ihe persons employed. 
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place of refuge, particulaiiy when the wind 
is in an Easterly direction, as it umtes the 
advantage of present safety with that of j&- 
cility of egress when the wind shifts to any 
other point of the compass. So enterpriaing 
are the Islanders, that on the first view of 
an approaching vessel, especially in very vio- 
lent weather, boats will put off from different 
Islands at the same time, the crews vieing 
with each other which shall first get alongside 
and offer assistance. When a fleet or other 
great number of ships is seen off the Islands, 
the natives make use of a very expeditious 
method of tendering their services to as many 
as possible. They launch from the shore, re- 
gardless of the weather, and crowded together 
in any manner, in some of their small open 
boats ; then, rowing for the vessel nighest at 
hand, they get alongside as well as circum* 
stances will permit; — leave a pilot in h^, 
and proceed to the next; ccmtinuing to di- 
minish their numbers in this manner, until 
only two liien are left in the boat, who then 
row for the sh<^e, smd subse q uently share 
with the others on a division of the gross 
amount of their exertions. 

In affording relief to vessels in imminent 
danger, the enterprize, skill, and fortitude of 
the inhabitants of the Scilly Islands have 
frequently been shewn in a manaar winch may 
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have been equalled in soine» but certainly not 
surpassed in €my^ part of the world. Nu« 
merous have been the instances in wUeb, 
when vessels have been considered wholly 
hopeless by their crews, and all possibility 
9f their preservation seemed taken away \ — 
some of these intrepid men have advanced, 
a^t the penl of their lives, through eyery wave ; 
— succeeded in reaching the objects of dis- 
tress; — ^relieved the exhausted crews at the 
pumps, or wheresoever else might be neces«* 
sary ; refitted what was wanting, as well aat 
the emergency would admit ; — ^and succeeded 
in navigating the v^sels safely, amidst wii>ds^ 
and rocks, and opposing tides, either to a 
commodious anchorage within the range of 
their own Islands, or to some convenient port 
m England. — ^To expatiate here on the ad- 
vantaiges resulting to a Commercial Empire 
from a set of men so situated, so trained, and 
so inclined ( after what has already be^a ad- 
vatuced on subjects analagous) would surely 
be superfluous. 

The two principal grounds of com|d:aia4 
allec^ed (not only by the islanders, Imt by 
^very observant and impartial resident) to 
exist in this employment, must now be shewn. 
I shaJl begin with that which is oldest, and 
which indeed from its great age, it might 
have been hoped, was no longer in existence* 
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It was observed by Heath, and subsequently 
stated by Troutbeck, that " the Islanders 
expose their lives to great hazard in venturing 
off, in their small boats, at sea, to save the 
lives of their fellow-subjects and others, by 
assisting ships in distress. Sometimes," says 
the former "they save the people, together 
with the ship and cargo ; sometimes the people 
only; and sometimes part of the cargo, when 
the people and vessel are lost. But they 
are sometimes ungrateftdly rewarded by the 
m^chants for their salvage, who, of late, 
finding a pretence for taxing some with injus- 
tice, paid the whole number short of their 
agreement." He very judiciously observes, 
in another place, that '* ships being sometimes 
lost on the coast of Scilly, by the neglect or 
misconduct of the seamen, especially in bad 
weather, the merchants and some others, not 
always made acquainted with the true cause 
of these misfortunes, have an ill -grounded 
opinion of the situation of these Islands, as 
well as a blind prejudice to the disadvantage 
of the inhabitants ; not distinguishing that 
ships are as liable to be lost on many other 
parts of the English coast, if due care is not 
taken by the skilftd mariner."^ 

'Heath's Accmnt, p. 138; or, See the same in Trout- 
beck's Survey, p. 170. 
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That the Islanders, in exposing themselves 
for the purpose of assisting vessels in distress, 
&c. not only incur frequent and great hard- 
ships and perils, must be evident to all who 
are anyvrise acquainted with maritime afiairs. 
But this is not all : — So frequent are th^ 
catastrophes occasioned by their hazardous 
calling as to have given rise in Scilly to the 
saying before quoted,^ " that for one man who 
dies here a natural death, nine are drowned." 
The truth of this expression, unhappily, can 
be but too well established by. nine tenths 
of the families in the Islands. Orphans, 
childless parents, widowed mothers, brother- 
less females, and others, in whose breasts, 
almost "all the charities" of consanguinity 
have been snapped by the terrible disasters 
of the sea, here meet the eye at almost every 
turn ; and the simple narrative of some of the 
circumstances which have been productive* of 
so much devastation, plight call forth a tear 
in eyes not commonly wont to be in " the 
melting mood." 

When the nature of the services rendered 
by the islanders to vessels in distress, is con- 
sidered ; — when the immense risks which they 
frequently incur, in pursuit of thei|r object, 
are also taken into the account; every man 

f Ch. iii. p. 82, 
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possessing the common feelings of justice 
which may be supposed characteristic of hu- 
manity, would surely agree that as ample a 
remuneration as would be consistent with the 
principles of equity, should be made to those 
intrepid men. But who is to decide what 
amount should be called ample, without being 
exorbitant ; or who shall regulate precisely a 
table o£ salvors' fees with due consideration 
to every circumstance that might operate, in 
strict justice, to their increase or diminution? 
Such a thing is utt^ly hopeless, and hence the 
mistakes that frequently arise betw^n owners^ 
captains, and salvors, in settling disputes of 
this nature* It would be highly desirable^ 
th^^ore^ if at Scilly^ — ( which has before beai 
shewn to be under an Admiralty jurisdiction) 
<^and at some other places on the £nglish 
ceast) a Board or Committee of naval gen* 
demen were instituted, for the summary settle- 
rnent of such disputes, such Boards tutving 
certain oi^nal regulations to guide them in 
their decisions, but with considerable latitude 
4f jndgilieiit allowed as to what share of the 
T$k^ of v^sd and cai^o belonged to the 
t^^oni, which, in siidh cases as those before 
lA^rtdJttded^ should nm^er be less than one-fourth. 
Afiother headship grievously fek by many 

is the system of appointing what are termed 
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kranck'pilots.^ On the Sdlly Islands there 
are thirty-two persons bearing this denomina- 
tion^ of whom no less than twenty-f&ur reside 
on Uie single Island of St. Mary's! These 
branch pilots have a right to board and take 
charge of any vessel, even after she may have 
been brought into the roads by any of the 
other Islanders, whom they dismiss without 
allowing th^n a shilling for their exertions! 
This is a crying injustice to the Off-islanders^ 
especially as they alledge that many of the 
branch pilots ( so called ) resident at St. 
Mary's, are persons who have not been ge- 
nerally accustomed to the sea. Certainly it 
is but fair and reasonable that this complaint 
should be immediately obviated; and that 
every inhabitant of the different Islands who 
had been usually engaged on the sea in fish- 
ing, &c. for a certain number of years, should 
afterwards be enabled, as oftefn as opportunity 
presented, to receive the reward due to his 
perseverance and address. The present sys- 
tem is evidently calculated to weaken the 
energies of the great majority ottjbe Islanders, 
and to prove detrimental to the interests of the 
country as well as to the causes of justice, and 
humanity.^ 
ki I ■ ■■ I I 

^ See more of this in the following chapter. 
' The evil here noticed might be most adrantageoosl/ 
obviated, either by abolishing the system of branch pilot- 
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Of the other grievances under which the 
Islanders have laboured ; — of the means that 
have been adopted to afford them relief; and 
of the results by which those means have been 
distinguished; a particular account will be 
fouml in the following Chapter. 



age altogether, and leaving the employment open to all 
persons dnly qualified to take charge of a vessel ; or hj 
extending the number of licences, according to the popula- 
tion of the different Islands and the circumstances of their 
inhabitants. 
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Chapter VI. 

Extensive Distress lately felt in the Off-Islands 
of Scilly. — A Deputation from Penzance 
visits the Islands. — Abstract of their Report^ 
with Remarks. — The late Distress tlie un-- 
avoidable Result of distant Causes. — An 
Enumeration of those Causes. — Sympathy 
excited in England^ a^nd Means adopted for 
tJie Relief of the Islanders. — Instances of 
almost unparalleled misery in some of tlie 
Off-Islands, (note.) — A Fishery begun^far 
the purpose of affording permxinent Relief — • 
Cellar erected at Tresco^ and why. — Success 
of this Undertaking.— A still further Ext^-- 
sion of the Fishery desirable. — Advantages 
of encouraging the British Fisheries on the 
broadest Scale. — Extensive and judicious 
Plan recommended by Mr. Phelps (note.) — 
Summary of the Benefits already conferred 
071 the Scilly Isla^iders by the late benevolent 
exertions in tJieir behalf. — Their Gratitude 
and Perseverance noticed. — Manner and Sea- 
sons of their Employment. — Exposition of 
the Measures necessary to insure permanent 
Benefit to the Islanders. — Advantages that 
would result from the adoption of t/wse 
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measures^ and evils of neglecting them.--* 
Notices relative to Fisheries in general. — 
Conclusion. 



About three years since, the attention of 
the public was forcibly excited by various 
printed statements, displaying the general dis* 
tress of the Scilly Islanders in very affecting 
colours. In order to ascertain the reality and 
extent of the alledged misery, Sir Rose Price, 
Baronet, of Trengwainton, Cornwall, — (whose 
individual benevolence is only equalled by 
his public integrity as a Magistrate) — accom- 
panied by the Rev. Messrs Veale and Tonkin, 
of Penzance, with Mr. Samuel John, of the 
same place, as Secretary to the Deputation, 
proceeded (at the solicitation of the Bench of 
Magistrates acting for the West Division of 
the Hundred of Penwith) to St. Mary's, Scilly 
where they arrived on the 6th of September, 
1818; and, having first obtained whatsoever 
information was thought necessary from the 
local authorities of that Island, the Deputation 
next proceeded to the Off-Islands, where, hav- 
ing convened meetings of the heads of families, 
and made such enquiries as appeared best cal- 
culated to elicit the objects in view ; the De- 
putation returned to Cornwall and lost no time 
in preparing the Report of which the foUow- 
ing is an abstract : 
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" The Deputation found no difficulty in 
coming to the conclusion that very great, and, 
indeed, extreme distress and privation had 
been endured by the inhabitants of the Off- 
Islands during the preceding winter, and the 
early part of the then current year ; and that, 
except in some few instances; the reports 
which had reached them with relation to those 
distresses, were substantially correct. It ap- 
peared to the Deputation, however, that the 
distresses of the Islanders, severe as they had 
been, were suspended for the time by the em- 
ployment of making and burning kelp;' by 
the lobster-fishery, which had beeh unusually 
productive during that season ; ^ and more 
particularly by a donation of £500, which, 
on the application of the resident authorities 
of the Islands, had been humanely given by 
His Majesty's Government towards the relief 
of the suffering Islanders ; the greater part of 
which had been judiciously distributed, under 
the direction of Mr. Johns and the Duke of 
Leeds's Council on the Islands, in small sums 
of money, or in clothing, or otherwise relieving 
the immediate and urgent wants of the Islan- 
ders." - 



* Compare pp. 118 & 119 of the preceding chapter. 
' ^ See some observatioiis on this branch of employment 
in a subsequent section of the present chapter. 

k2 
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The Deputation ascribed the immediate 
causes of the recent distresses of the Islan- 
ders, — 1. To the bad harvests of the two pre- 
ceding years, and the general insufficiency of 
the corn-crops to supply the Islanders with 
bread ; — 2. To the failure, during the pre- 
ceding year, of the means of making kelp ;— 
3. To the decrease of employment in pilotage, 
resulting from the establishment of branch- 
pilots, by which that employment was mono- 
polized by very few hands ;'' — 4. To the fail- 
ure, in a considerable degree, of the ling-fisheiy ; 
5. and especially. To the entire suppression 
of smuggling in these Islands by the Preven- 
tive-boat system; by the loss of which con- 
traband trade, the Islanders were deprived of 
their chief means of support.*^ 

Having thus stated the causes as well as the 
nature of the distress, the Report proceeded to 
shew that, in order to prevent the recurrence 
of such misery, and to afford the Islanders 
future and permanent support, the establish- 
ment of the mackerel and pilchard fisheries in 
these Islands, and that means onlyy could be 
available. Estimates were annexed, of the 



^ See an exposition of this injustice in tbe preceding 
chapter, page 127. 

^ See sozne observations on this subject in a subsequent 
part of the present chapter. 
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expence of boats, nets, cellars, &c. and it was 
resolved that an appeal should be made to the 
benevolence of the British public in behalf of 
so large, and nationally important, a body, as 
the inhabitants of the OfF-Islands, who were 
stated in the Report to be nearly twelve hun- 
dred in number, and whose services as pilots 
for the two channels, as well as for their own 
harbours, can scarcely be too strongly insisted 
on. 

On the foregoing Report, a few observations 
here may not be unacceptable. — I shall con- 
fine myself to those alledged causes of distress 
on which I have not yet particularly animad- 
verted* 

First, that the Preventive system could have 
materially contributed to the distress of the 
Islanders, though generally believed, does not 
seem borne out by facts. Of the nature and 
expenditure of that system, and whether it 
could be so modified as to be rendered more 
palatable to the people without injuring the 
Revenue, I shall not here express my opinions. 
In jus^tice, however, to the cause of truth and 
order, it should be observed that an illicit 
trade in exciseable articles, especially spirit* 
uous liquors, has ever been found as pernicious 
to the morals, habits, and health, of indivi- 
duals, as prejudicial to the fair dealer and inju- 
rious to the Government. It is true that many 
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of the Islanders formerly derived great advan- 
tage from the pilotage of ships in the Channel, 
especially of homeward-bound Indiamen, to 
which they carried out potatoes and other 
vegetables, poultry, fish, &c. ; receiving (in 
exchange for their labour and the produce of 
the Islands) rum, sugar, coffee, tobacco, &c. 
and these articles they partly appropriated to 
their own use, and partly disposed of, for 
money or clothes, chiefly on St. Mary's. Of 
the general prevalence of intemperance result- 
ing from the low rate at whicb ardent spirits 
were formerly procured^ both Heath and 
Troutbeck bear witness; and many of the 
Islanders express their conviction of their im- 
proved state in consequence of the restrictions 
placed in the way of that temptation to 
excess. That individual inconveniences, of a 
nature too trivial to require the interposition 
of the agents of Government, may have oc- 
curred in consequence of the severe measures 
lately adopted to prevent smu^ling, is, I fear, 
but too true : On the other hand it should be 
stated, that even when that species of com-^ 
merce was carried on to its greatest extent in 
these Islands, the profits were confined to the 
hands of a few of the principal inhabitants of 
St. Mary's and one or two of the Off-Islands; 
the poor crews who were employed to run the 
goods^ being in such a state of penury, that 
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but few of them were even able to procure a 
fishing line! 

The foundation of the recent distress of the 
Islanders had taken root many years before 
the Preventive system was thought of> and 
\vas the necessary result of the peculiar cir- 
cumstances under which the people had lojig 
been placed. — In a manner, unknown to the 
Legislature and to the English nation ; — with 
a population that had nearly doubled within 
twenty years, and was, and is, still on the 
increase; — ^with limited opportunities of em- 
ployment, and often prevented from having 
recourse even to these, either by the effects 
of injudicious restrictions, or by the want of 
money and materials to enable them to break 
up ground, repair their boats, or pursue the 
avocations suitable to the season of winter ; — 
with no poor-rates to afford relief under ge- 
neral pressure, nor charitable funds for the 
alleviation of individual affliction, however 
severe : — Lastly, but not of least importance 
in this long list of desiderata^ — Without the 
presence of an active, benevolent, and judi- 
cious resident X)n each of their different Islands, 
who might stimulate their exertions, support 
their cause, and signalize himself under every 
circumstance, as ** the poor man's friend ; "— ^ 
surely, when it is considered that the Scilly 
Islanders were so long destitute of advantages 
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and faoilities so numerous and so important, 
the only wonder will be, not that the distress 
was so great and prevalent, but that it had not 
earlier appeared, and been attended with more 
fatal effects. 

In consequence of the appearance of the 
Report of the Deputation from Penzance, by 
which it was manifest that private charity 
would be wholly insufficient for the supply 
of even the then present exigencies of the 
Islanders ; a general subscription throughout 
the Kingdom was resorted to, as the only 
means likely to afford permanent relief, and 
to prevent a recurrence of the evils. The 
cities of London and Bristol were particularly 
distinguished on this occasion ; many of the 
Nobility and Gentry in these and other places 
subscribing liberally towards the general fund; 
others distinguishing their munificence by 
sending large quantities of cloaths and dif- 
ferent necessaries for the immediate relief/ of 
the sufferers, especially medicines, groceries, 
child-bed linen, &c. To the honour of British 
generosity be it recorded that, at a time of 
great national difficulty, embarrassment, and 
consternation, a sum amounting to near Nine 
Thousand Pounds was collected for these 
beneficent purposes. The venerable Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which 
has ever manifested a particular regard for 
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the Islanders, displayed its accustomed libera- 
lity and benevolence on this occasion by a 
noble donation; and, through the exertions 
of the Committee established at Penzance in 
consequence of the Report before noticed, no 
less a sum than £1800 was raised before the 
state of the Islands was publicly noticed in 
the Metropolis. 

For the appropriation of the funds so raised 
for the benefit of the poor Off-Islanders, a 
Committee of Noblemen and Gentlemen was 
formed in London, in the month of March^ 
1819, and another was appointed at Pen- 
zance.* The London Committee lost no time 
in endeavouring to set their benevolent task 



• The London CommiUee consisted of the following 
Members : The Earl of Rocksavage, Viscount Exmoutb, 
Viscount Bernard, Lord De Diinstanville, Lord Gambier, 
Hon. F. Calthorpe, M. P., Hon. G. Vernon, Hon. E. 
Barbord, (now Lord Suffield,) Sir W. Lemon, Bart. M. P., 
Sir C. Hawkins, Bart. M. P., Admiral Sir C. M. Pole, 
Bart. M. P., Sir John Sewell, Rear Admirals Douglas 
and Spranger, W. T. Money, Esq. M. P., J. N. Fazakerly, 
Esq. M. P., Captains Grant, Hawker, Scobell, and Len- 
nock, R. N., J, Weyland, Jun., Luke Howard, Richard 
Phillips, J. Mortlock, C. Grant, W. Stewart, and John 
Griffin, Esqrs.— Wm. Williams, Esq. M. P. and Lieut. 
J. E. Gordon, R. N. Secretaries. The Penzance Com- 
mittee was composed of the Mayor and Justice of that 
town for the time being, Rev. C. V. Le Grice, Capt, 
Scobelly R, N. and H. P. Tremenheere^ Esq. 
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on foot, and they accordingly appointed Lieu- 
tenant Edwin Thrackston, of the Royal Navy, 
as their Agent and Representative on these 
Islands; whither he arrived in the month of 
May in the same year. 

Mr. Thrackston's first object, on entering 
on the duties of his important office^ was to 
visit the cottages of the different Off- Islands 
in person ; by which means h^ had an oppor- 
tunity of arriving, with certainty, at conclu- 
sions which could be obtained in no other 
manner. Having ascertained the population 
and wants of the different Islands, and ad- 
ministered such present relief as the funds 
entrusted to his care permitted him to afford ; 
— shaving also satisfied himself as to the in- 
dustrious principles of the Islanders, and their 
earnest desire of employment ; he turned his 
attention to the more important (because more 
permanent) concerns of the Fishery.^ Boats, 



' As a proof of the severe state of distress to which the 
people were reduced, it nia^^ be mentioned, that in some 
huts were found six or nine indiriduals crowded together 
indiscriminately on a most wretched substitute for a bed y 
having no other furniture than a large stone, with a sod on 
it, for a seat, and a couple of planks serving for a table ! 
But this is not all ; nay, it is, comparatively, but trifling 
to the distress which had existed but a short time before, 
when misery and starvation prevailed to a degree that 
would shock the most unfeeling heart to witness. So great 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



C|il».VI.] THE SCILLY ISLANDS. 139 

nets, and every other; necessary article being 
provided, the pilchard and mackerel fisheries 
virere happily commenced on the 12th of 
August in the same year ( being the birth-day 
of His Most Gracious Majesty, George the 
Fourth.) From the judicious plan on M^hich 
tibis establishment has been formed, and the 
results which have already ensued, there can 
be no reasonable doubt that, if properly assist- 
ed by Government, it will prove highly be- 
neficial to the Kingdom at lai^e, as well as 
to the deserving natives of these hitherto* 
neglected Islands. 

Previous to the sending out of the boats, it 
was necessary that a cellar should be erected 
in some central spot, for the purposes of 
storing and curing the fish. A variety of cir- 
cumstances all of which will be found of con« 
siderable weight, determined Mr. Thrackston 



was the distress^ many families that they were obliged 
through absoMe necessity, to devour the small quantity 
of seed which they had reserved to raise the crops (both 
of potatoes and barley ) of the ensuing year. Many were 
constrained to beg a passage to Cornwall in order that 
they might there try the precarious chance of eleemosynary 
aid ; and the deplorable appearance of those who pre- 
sented themselves at St. Mary's to claim a share in the 
com and other articles distributed from the fund given 
for that purpose by Government ( £ 500 ) was at once suf- 
ficient to harrow up and melt the soul. 
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to give the preference to Tresco instead of 
St. Mary's, which had been strongly recom- 
mended for that purpose by some of its inha- 
bitants who were interested in that object. 
Had the building been on the latter island, 
the poor fishermen of St. Martin's, Tresco, and 
Bryher, must have passed their own homes 
after having been out all night, exhausted with 
labour, cold, and hunger; and they would 
have been wholly deprived of the advantage 
which they now enjoy, of having their wives 
and families to assist in carrying their fish 
ashore, and having their several shares regu- 
larly entered at the cellar. The proximity of 
the Abbey Pond ( a fine piece of fresh water, 
covering a surface of about sixteen acres ) was 
an advantage too great to be overlooked in 
determining the site of the building, which has 
the additional advantage of being immediately 
contiguous to an extensive tract of waste 
ground, highly convenient for drying the nets, 
and for other purposes connected with the 
establishment. Tresco has also the advantage 
of a safe harbour on either side of the Island, 
by which means, the approach to the cellar, 
from the other Islands, is greatly shortened^ 
and otherwise rendered convenient. 

The cellar is in form of a hollow squarei^ 
and of the following dimensions: 
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Length 47 feet 

Breadth 45 .. 

Height of walls 14 



• • 



The whole is constructed on the most im- 
proved principles, and the cellar is provided 
with every convenience for washing, storing,, 
and salting the fish ; preserving the delique- 
scent oil, &c. Over this are the Agent's 
office, the store-room, and various lofts for 
laying up and repairing the nets. Behind the 
cellar is a fiirnace for barking the nets, pre- 
vious to the commencement of the fishery ; — 
an operation by which they are preserved 
from the destructive qualities of salt-water. 
Over the principal entrance is a tablet with 
the following inscription: 

« A. D. 1819. 

" Erected by the Committer 

" For the Relief of the Off Islands.^ 

The whole is a plain but substantial monu- 
ment of British generosity to the poor, but 
industrious, inhabitants of- the Off Islands* 

It must be a source of sincere gratification 
to the humane world in general, and to the 
benevolent Contributors for the relief of these 
Islands in particular, to know that every rea- 
sonable prospect of success appears to favour 
this undertaking. In 1819, owing to the un- 
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avoidable lateness of the season at which the 
boats were sent out, not more than 97 hogs- 
heads of pilchards were caught by the eight 
boats employed ; being an average of little 
more than twelve hogsheads to each boat: 
But in the following season ( 1820) the quan* 
ttty stored was 140 hogsheads, which, at £5 
per hogshead, (for which they were sold) 
made a return of £700. Besides this cheering 
statement, — the great number of large fish 
which the Islanders are now enabled to catch 
and cure, either for sale or for their own 
consumption, should by no means be left out 
of consideration in estimating the aggregate 
benefit resulting to these poor people from 
the late exertions in their favour. 

What has hitherto been done, however, can 
but be considered as the incipient measures of 
an undertaking, which, if duly and spiritedly 
pursued, (by giving suitable encouragement 
to the exercise of the skill and industry of the 
Islanders, and thus enabling them to avail 
themselves of the resources which Providence 
has placed before them ) cannot fail to be at^ 
tended with immense advantage to the country 
at large. But this can only be effected by 
enlarging the fishery at Scilly, and estaWish- 
mg it on that extended scale in which it may 
be proved capable of acting. After all that 
has been written, especially of late years, and 
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during the prevalence of a xecent season of 
unexampled national distress, on the impor- 
tance of this branch of employment, it cannot 
be expected that much remains to be added ;^ 
yet it may be observed, — with reference to the 
subject immediately under consideration, — 
that hitherto the fishermen of Scilly have sel- 
dom been able to proceed further than four 
or five leagues from the land, in pursuit of the 
cod and ling fishery, through the want of 
proper boats ; whereas, from the pecular situa- 
tion and conveniences of these Islands, the 
catching of such fish might be carried on by 
the natives, under suitable encouragement, 
almost to any extent. Boats or busses can 
proceed for the Channel from Scilly, with the 
wind from West- South- West to South ; while, 
under the same circumstances, those in any 
part even of Mount's Bay would be wind- 
bound. It is lamentable to observe that, by 
the present regulations of Government res- 
pecting the fisheries, the Dutch fishermen are 
protected at the expence of our own. It 
is suggested, therefore, that such an impost 
should be laid on Dutch monopoly in this 
respect, as should be tantamount to an in- 
terdiction of the claim of fishing on our 
banks. By this means, our own markets 
in every part of the Kingdom would be 
better supplied, and at a cheaper rate, while 
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the profits of an im nease exportation would 
be wholly our own ; in addition to which, 
we should here find the immediate and 
permanent advantages of furnishing employ- 
ment and support to the poor, and rearing 
a numerous race of skilful pilots and hardy 
sailors, alike useful to the naval and com- 
mercial interests of the country. * 



s On the general advantages which would accrue to the 
nation from the encouragement of its industry and com- 
merce so far as relate to these branches, I beg to refer 
the patriotic reader to Phelps's ** Treatise on the Impor- 
tance of Extending the British Fisheries,"^ — a work fraught 
with sound arguments and incontrovertible facts, and well 
deserving the .attention of the Legislature and of the 
country at large. The inexhaustible supply of fish on 
the coasts and in the bays of Iceland, induces the judicioui 
author to recommend the connecting of the Iceland Fish- 
eries with corresponding establishments on the Scotch. 
Irish, and British coasts. He suggests the advantages 
that would result-from appointing different fishing stations, 
or depdtSj " one at the Orkneys, one at the Scilly Islands, 
one on the N. W. coast of Ireland, one at the Isle 
of Man, and at any other places that may be deemed 
eligible ; by which,, vessels from ^ Iceland will always find 
a favourable wind to one of these stations ; and at some 
seasons of the year, they may be most profitably em- 
ployed in fishing contiguous to those stations." The 
author shews the advantage of prosecuting the Nymph 
Bank Fishery, which, connected with that at the Scilly 
Islands, would give employment and subsistence to the 
poor of Scilly, Cornwall, and the South patt of Ire* 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ISl^iVI.] THE SCILLY ISLANDS. 143 

Mr. Thrackston also proposes to extend his 
attention^ as soon as circumstances shall per- 
mit, to the lobster fishery, which is capable of 
being carried on in a manner tending con- 
siderably to the advantage of these Islands 
as well as to the convenience of the inhabi- 
tants of the neighbouring counties. 

The following appears to be the result of 
the exertions already made by the Honourable 
General ' Committee, for affording permanent 
relief to the Inhabitants of the Off-Islands of 
ScUly : 

Cost of the erection of the Fish Cellar • • • • • £800 
Applied for porchasing 2 Boats, of 14 tons \ 
each, adapted for the Mackerel and Pil- f ^ 
chard Fisheries : (each Boat heing three C 
years' old ) •••••; y 

land.*^ His ohservations oh the impolitic salt duties, and 
on the advantages of fisheries in general, are refragable ; 
and cannot fail to be highly extoUed by all who are com- 
petent to form a judgment, or capable of being swayed by 
demonstrations. Most heartily is it to be wished, that a 
work so replete with valuable information, may soon ex« 
perience that attention from GoTernment, to which it is 
every way entitled. ( See also the Report, and Address, 
of the Committee of the Downs Society of Fishermens* 
Friends.) 

* The Nymph Bank lies off the Southern eoast of Ireland, and 
abounds with large cod, ling, hake, and whiting-pollock. The Bank 
lies nearly E. N. £. and W. S. W. and is in length about 47 leagues^ 
extending away towards the Bay of Biscay. Its distance from Sciily 
Light is ao leagues W. N. W. 

I. 
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Broaghtover £1000 

Repairing 6 Boats belonging to the Island- 
ers (of from 14 to 16 tons each) and 
adapting them for the Mackerel and Pil- . 
chard Fisheries ; providing them with 
masts, sails. Sec. (at an average of £70 
for each Boat). 

Purchasing 163 mackerel nets, tackling, &c. '^ 



&c. *> 
( each net at a cost of about £4 10 0)3 
Purchasing 9& pilchard nets, tackling, &c« *> 
( each net at about £9).« 3 

Total. ....•• £3,068 10 



Besides t\ip advantages cles^rly derivable 
from the above measures, great and immedi- 
ate benefit was found by those of the Islanders 
whose distress was the most urgent, by a pre- 
vious distribution of a considerable number of 
small boats (which were much wanted, those 
on the Islands being old and. uiitit for service ;) 
— ^by furnishing the people with trammels^ mul- 
let-nets, fishing-lines, leads, &c. ; — by supply- 
ing them with barley and potatoes, for food 
and cultivation; — and ( " though last, not 
legist'* in the consideration of the philanthro- 
p\^%) by the distribution of a great quantity 
of clothing, medicines, &c. to the most ne- 
cessitous ; the cost of the whole amounting to 
a very considerably sum.^ 

■ ■■■■i wi i ' i 111 ■■-- — ■ ■■ I I II i .iii waa^— — M— — ^iwa— at^i^M ■ 

^ A very liberal donation of comfortable cloathing for 
men and women, was sent hither by some Ladies of Bath, 
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The boats are navigated by seven or eight 
hands each. Those boats which belong to 
the Islanders, and which were repaired, for 
the purpose of the fishery, from the funds 
before mentioned, bring one-third of their pil- 
chards and mackerel to the cellar, as the pro- 
perty of the Committee, and as an equivalent 
for the use of the nets. The larger fish, taken 
by hook and line, are the cmidiliowil property 
of the crews by whom they are caught. 

It is gratifying to mention that, althouglji, 
from the want of previous superintendance^ 
some difficulties were experienced, on. the 



Bristol, the Isle of Wight, &c. which was suitahly dis- 
tributed. When it is considered that, — such was the 
severity of the late distress, that many of the poor Island- 
ers and their families were almost reduced to a state of 
nudity, inih the additional misfortune of haying neither 
bed nor bedding ; — ^the value of such a gift may be justly 
appreciated : The charitable donors, it is fervently hoped, 
will receive their reward in a better world ! 

It should also be mentioned, that the Honourable 
General Committee pay a Surgeon £60 per annum, and 
supply him with medicines, for the use of the Off-Island- 
ers. — ^A moat important benefit! as heretofore there was 
only one medical resident at Scilly,— the Staff-Surgeon, . 
at St. Mary's ; whose local situation was too remote to 
afford the possibility of prompt assistance being rendered 
in those cases in which, by timely care only, the fatal 
effects of casualty may be prevented ; and valuable lives 
b^ preserved to society. 

l2 
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commencement of the fishery, in bringing 
those of the Islanders who were employed, 
into a system of regularity; yet their per- 
severing conduct, when engaged, merits the 
warmest eulogiums. They have, sometimes, 
when the prospects have been favourable, 
kept to sea for five or six successive days and 
nights, scanty as their mpans of enjoyment or 
accommodation must necessarily have been. — 
Conduct like this requires no comment, yet 
well deserves to be recorded. The fisher- 
mens' wives, also, on the arrival of the boats 
at Tresco, shew the greatest alacrity in attend- 
ing to carry the fish to the Cellar, and curing 
them there. 

To the humanity of the British public, then, 
(under Providence) are most of the inhabitants 
of the OfT-Islands of Scilly indebted for being 
rescued fi^om their late extreme state of wretch- 
edness, and for being placed in a condition 
to earn their bread, and maintain their families, 
by their own exertions. Much, indeed, are 
they beholden to the characteristic philan- 
thropy of those of their fellow-subjects who 
were doubly blessed by Heaven, — with the 
means and inclination of doing good; yet 
much remains to be done before the full har- 
vest of advantage, contemplated by their be- 
nevolent supporters, can be effectually reapjed. 
In order to give full effect to the important 
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intentions of the Committee, and to employ 
those persons who are still destitute, — and 
whose number, on the Off- Islands, amounts 
to upwards of one hundred (the majority of 
whom have large families, for the most part 
consisting of from eight to eleven members ) — 
it is desirable that not less than thirteen other 
boats, of twenty tons each, should be engaged ; 
which, considering the additional expence of 
their materials and tackling, together with the 
great improvements that have been made in 
the present establishment, and the necessity of 
providing a suitable house on Tresco, for the 
resident agent or manager of the fisheries, 
would require a further sum of near ten thou- 
sand pounds; which, it is earnestly to be 
hoped, if it cannot be obtained by subscrip- 
tion, will readily be furnished as a loan by a 
paternal Government, on proper security being 
given, by sufficient trustees, for the payment 
of the interest, regularly ; as well as for the 
restoration, from time to time, of such parts 
of the principal, as the success of the different 
seasons should enable them to offer.^ 

' Since the abo^e was written, the Author has had great 
pleasore in finding that a disposition to assist the Island- 
ers to the amount proposed, has been manifested by Uls 
Majesty's Ministers. The following account of the man- 
91^ in which it is intended to appropriate this further 
grant, may be generally interesting : 
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When the proposed fextehsion of the fishery 
shall be carried into effect, it Would also be 
desirable that every species of industry con- 
nected with it should be taught and practised 
on the Islands. This relation would, of 
itself, be a considerable sotit^ce of employtaent 
to men, women, and children, especially da- 
ring the winter-season ; and would be highly 
beneficial to the general interests of the con- 
CCTU. A manufactory for twine and cordage 
might be established on each of the four prm- 
cipal Ofi- Islands, where nets could be ikiatie 
and repaired, — sails m^ded, — and other ne- 
cessary employmetits pursued. The diflfierent 
Tepairs of the SocttSy &c. might be most ad- 
vantageously effected at St. Maryl^, under 
suitable conditions. 

Having now shewn the beneficial effects ot 



For the purchase of 13 large Boats, includiflg "> ^^ 

their materials of all kinds • 3 

Brecting a Bulking House, &c.. ••• 7t)0 

Tor a Bouse and Offices for the Agent 500 

Expences of a Fiiraaee^ for batking tke nets • • • • • 60 

lQcidentak«..»««.»^..... «.««.r*«^.**».. 100 

£'8^26 

The retwma ( inchiding the interest of the money ad- 
fpanced ) even calculated on the comparatively unsuccessftil 
iiiiery of the year 1820, have beeiit ei^imaifeeid O. SlUt^. 
11$. IIA 
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what has already been dona by establishi&gp 
a fishery ( although on a comparatively smaH 
scale) at Scflly ; and having demonstrated the 
advantages of carrying this , undertaking to a 
much greater extent ; I shall only remaiicy in 
conclusion, that serious inconvenience, and 
much distress, will inevitably ensue, rnilesa 
some measures, of the nature here recom- 
mended, be speedily adopted. Many of the 
Islanders are still unemployed, tturough &e 
inadequacy of the fund lately raised (liberal 
as it was ) to administer to the necessities of 
all; The pwsons who at present are, or hm^ 
hereafter be, engaged, will constantly need 
the presence of an active and intelligeiH su- 
perinAendaoit, to stimulate their exertions and 
reward their dull. Policy, justice, and hu- 
tmmity equally urge the establishment of the 
measures proposed, as beneficial alike to the 
Islands of Scilly and the intereg^ oA tiie 
mother country. 



To those Readers who are unacquainted 
with the general details relative to Fisheries, 
the following additionial notices nlaj^ hot be 
unwelcome. 

Mackerel and pilchards are the only fish 
caught in dnft nets. The mackerel fishery 
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commences about the middle of March, and 
lasts till July, ^hen the pilchard fishery begins, 
which continues till the latter part of October, 
although it generally experiences some inter- 
ruption from the prevalence of stormy weather 
during the autumnal equinox. Mackerel are, 
for the most part, sold fresh, when a ready 
market can be found ; otherwise, they are 
pickled in casks, of from 25 to 50 gallons^ 
During the fishing season, many boats ge- 
nerally arrive at Scilly from Southampton, 
Bristol, and other ports, in both Channels, 
and take considerable quantities of this fine 
fish from the natives. — Pilchards, after having 
been salted and pressed, are exported in 
hogsheads tq the Mediterranean, where they 
are, and have long been, in great request.^ 

^ The pilchard and herring, — the former of which is an 
object of such great importance to the fishermen on the 
coasts of Cornwall^ as the latter is to tliose of Scotland, — 
bear so great a resemblance to each other in size and 
form, that persons unacquainted with piscatory varieties 
might easily suppose them to be of the same species. 
Their dii^t^nctive characteristics are as follow : The pil* 
chard is smaller and rounder than the herring ;^t8 scales 
adhere closely, whereas those of the herring drop off 
easily; and its dorsal fin is placed exactly in the centre of 
gravity, so that, if the fish be suspended by this fin, it pre- 
. serves an even balance; whilst the herring, by the same 
trial, is found to dip towards ,the head. — ^All the theories 
hitherto published respecting the migration of these fish* 
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The larger fish found round Scflly, (and 
which are enumerated in a former part of this 
work* ) are caught with hook and line, during 
the Summer months. Hake, however, are 
frequently caught in the driving-nets, whither 
their voracity induces them to pursue the 
pilchards. Many of these fish, as well as 
those of a smaller species, are salted in, by 
the Islanders, for their own consumption du- 
ring winter. 

Drift or driving nets^ which have been 
frequently mentioned in the foregoing article, 
are of various lengths, from 30 to 45 fathoms," 
and about 4 fathoms in depth : They derive 
their name from being allowed to drift with 
the tide from the boats whence they have been 
shot^ or cast ; the top of the nets being kept 
floating by large pieces of cork, fastened at 
intervals of about one foot. The fish are 
caught by being entangled in the meshes, 
against which they are borne by the ebbing 
or flowing of the tide. The evenings and 
mornings are the best periods for catching 

are contrad||^ed by facts and ezperienoe. The times of 
their appearance, and the places of their resort, are subject 
to changes for which no satisfactory account has yet been 
offered. 

* See chap. iii. part I. 
» In some of the fishing-bays in Cornwall they ar# 
from 100 to 1000 fathoms long. 
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most kinds of fish, but congers are caught 
in dark nights. 

Pilchards are said to be bulked ^ When they 
Are piled up in kiyers, on the pavement of 
the cellars. This operation is performed by 
tromen, and With so mtrch exactness, that 
the head of every fish, in the fi'ont row of It 
bulk containing firom ten to oiie hundred 
and twenty hogsheads, may be distittctiy seen. 
Between each layer of fish so piled, a qtiantity 
of salt is carefully spriiricied. The fish remain 
in bulk for thirty six days, during which time 
the oil, pickle, &c« are drained off through 
gutters jfbrmed for the purpose, aaid received 
into a kind of well, or smaU reservoir. The 
'fish ate then washed in large troughs, and 
regtdarly piled in hogsheads, the beads being 
outertttost; and they are thelfe pressed as 
Closely as possible, by large levers,'' for the 
ptn'pose ^ forcing out the oil still remaining 
in the fish, which runs through asmaM aperture 
^ the bottom of the cask. The XMimber of 
fni'chards in each hogshead depends, of course^ 
mr the size of the fish, and may vary firom 
'9,700 to 3,000; isind for cm-ing this i^uontity 
SOOlbs of salt is necessary. The quantity of 
oil yielded by one hogshead of fish, is about 

^Screws are mostly used in ComwaQ for this end. 
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three gallohs and a half; Or one hogshead of 
oil from eighteen hogsheads of pilchards. 

After the (Ss^h have remained mnder the 
press for the space of eight days, the casks 
are headed Up for expottation. A bounty of 
eight shiltings and sixpence is flowed by 
GoventmeAt ott every hogshead exported. 

It i», hovrevfer, much to be regretted, that 
while Gov€!iPdment, by tt^ bounty befoi^ 
thentioned, shews sAch a friendly aspect to 
the fisheries of the Kingdom ; it should persist, 
notwithstanding the repeated petitions and 
remans trances which have been presented on 
the subject, to inforce the impolitic duty on 
salt, by which much of the profit of the fisher- 
Man is destroyed. British salt, it is true, is 
duty free ; but the fish, when cured with this, 
neither equal in flavour those cured wilfe 
foreign salt, nor will they keep so long. The 
import duty on foreign salt is 2^d. per bttshel 
That a commutation should be taken in lieu 
Off the duty on that salt, is very reaisonable, 
^nd conld not be objected to by any moderate 
man ; and by the repeal of duty on such termi, 
Crovermnent would be in no wise embarrassed^ 
white the fisheries woukl be greatly benefited. 
But on this subject I beg i^ain to refer to the 
valuable work by Phelps, before noticed. 

The expence of curing a hogshead of pil- 
ch£U*ds ( including th€ value of the cask, sak^ 
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labour, &c.) is estimated at from twenty to 
twenty two shillings ; but it is calculated that 
this sum is re-imbursed by the bounty and the 
value of the oil, A hogshead weighs nearly 
five cwt^ and may be bought, in September, 
at from two to five guineas; — the price, of 
course, varying according to the quantity 
caught during the season. Upwards of 30,000 
hogsheads are annually consumed in £ng* 
land; and above 100,000 hogsheads have beea 
exported in one year. 

In concluding this article, it would be mojust 
to Government not to mention that, some time 
since, the Honourable Board of Excise was 
pleased, on the representation of a Missionary 
of the Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, to grant 1200 bushels of salt, duty firee, 
to such of the inhabitants of these Islands 
as earned their livelihoods solely by fishing ; 
which grant was afterwards increased to 2,000 
bushels, which is the quantity at present an- 
nually imported into the Islands, But various 
complaints having been made by the fisher- 
men of the Ofi*-Islands relative to the distribu- 
tion of the salt, — particularly as to the quantity 
issued, the time of its being delivered, and the 
price at which it was rendered ; — the Author, 
in conjunction with Lieut, Edwin Thrackston, 
R. N. transmitted a Memorial to the Treasury 
in the beginning of the year 1821, stating the 
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aUedged grievances, and suggesting in what 
manner they might best be obviated: And, 
by an order from their Lordships, it was 
accordingly directed that 1500 out of the 
2,000 bushels of salt granted to Scilly, should 
be imported into Tresco^ for the use of the 
Off- Islands ;"" that two deliveries should take 
place ;P that the price charged to the Islanders 
should not exceed eighteen pence per bushel ; 
that a correct list should be prepared, and 
duly attested, of the names and employments ' 
of persons receiving the salt, in order to shew 
that they came within the meaning of their 
Lordships' grant; &c. &c. &c.*i The allow- 

. ^ Before that time, the whole had been imported into 
St* Mary's^ to the great inconvenience of the Off-Islanders, 
who ( with the exception of those on St Agnes) reside 
much nearer to Tresco than to the former Island* 

■^ When the whole of the salt was delivered at ime time, 
such of the Islanders as could not immediately pay for the 
proportion allotted to their families, were cut off from 
enjoying the bounty of Government till the ensuing year. 
If they borrowed from their neighbours, such salt was 
liable to seizure ! 

4 The amount at present allowed is one bushel (half 
a cwt) per head, to each individual of the family of 
eyery fisherman, which is^ yet represented by some as 
being too small a quantity to enable them to enjoy all 
the advantages intended, and to save their large fish in 
Summer for sale, and the small ones for their Winter 
eonsumption. 
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ance of twelve hundred bushels having b^en 
subsequeqtly ascertained sufficient for the 
coniKiumption of th^ Oflf-Jslanders, their Lord- 
ships werp further pleased, on application of 
t^Q ^ine parties, to direct that the remain- 
ing three hundred bushels should ^^ renioved 
from Tresco tq St. Mary's for distribution on 
the latter Island* These regulations have 
been found greatly conducive to the^ comfort 
and advantage of the really ^eces^tq^^ fisher- 
men, Hnd it is to be hoped that they will be per- 
m^n^ptly established. — Whether Qovernment 
iq^y hereafter be pleased, — in cops^quence 
of 'the increased population^ the local dis- 
advantages under which the inhabitants la- 
bour, and the scarcity of eu^ployn^nt, whicji 
rmiders Jisbiug necessarily a part of the avo- 
cations of most of the Islanders. — to grant a 
larger proportion of salt to the people of 
St. jVJary's, is a subject entitled to serious 
consideration. 

From w hat h^s already been advanced X 
trust that I have sufficiently shewn the origin 
of the recent unparalleled distress of the Scilly 
Islanders, and proved the humanity and policy 
of a further aipeHor^.tiQn ^ their state ; ^nd I 
fwv^^tjiy pray that, thi:»ugh the fostering care 
of tihe British i4agislature, the plan which has 
been found most calculated to afford them 
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permanent and solid benefit, will be speedily 
brought to full maturity, and freed from 
all the imperfections of every prior arrange-* 
ment. 



asnti of ^wt I. 
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Chapter I. 
St MARY'S. 

Position. — Dimensions and Population. — 
Hugh Town. — Buildings described. — Mar^ 
ket. — Prices of Provisions. — St. Mary's 
Pool. — CarnSj Baysy Hillsy Sfc. — Appear^' 
ance of the Eastern Shore of tJie Harbour.---^ 
The Telegraph. — Buzza Hill. — Observa- 
tions on Pyramids and Surrows, (note.) — 
Peninisj with its remarkable Land and Sea 
Rocks. — Druidical Rem^ains. — Remarks on 
the Formation of Rock Basons. — Pipers 
Hole. — St. Mary's Churchy its miserable 
condition. — Old TowNy Bay^ and Castle. — 
Moors. — CarnSy Logan Stones^ Sfc. — Gianfs 
Castle. — Sallakee Downs. — Burrows^ Rocks, 
end Druidical Temple. — Porth Hellick. — 

M 
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Grave of Sir Clovdesley Shovel. — Various 
Objects noticed. — Sun Rock^ and Gianfs 
Chair. — Mount Toddin. — Pellestree Downs. 
— Fresh Water Stream^ the only one on St. 
Mary's. — Sandy Bar, joined to St. Martins 
Flats. — Penritheny Hellengy Downs. — Ge- 
neral Appearance of the Interior of the Is- 
land. — Hamlets. — Holy Vale, Tremulithen, 
and Newford, remarkable for Trees and 
Gardens. — Wells. — The Garrison. — Ex- 
tent and Nature of the Works. — Star Castle. 
— Batteries. — Privileges of the Lieut. Go- 
vernor. — Remarkable Rocks. — Rat Island. 
— State of Mannersy Society y Amusem^entSy 
and Education^ at St. Mary^s. — Libraries, 
and Literary Institutions. — Packets. — Dif- 
ferent Improvements recommended. — Inun- 
dations of Hugh Town. — Embankment.-^ 
The Eastern Islands. 



St. MARY'S, the principal of the Scilly 
Islands for size, population, and convenience, 
and which is also the seat of the civil and mi- 
litary government, lies on the South-East side 
of the whole group ; the centre of the Island 
being in a direct line, due West, from the 
Lizard Point. This Island, with the excep- 
tion of the promontories of the Heugh (or 
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Hugh) and Peninis Heady is of a compact 
form, though diversified by a number of petty 
bays and headlands, the former of which are 
skirted with sand, while the latter, and indeed 
every other part of the shores, are girded with 
rocks. St. Mary's is about eight miles in cir- 
cumference ; two miles and a half in length ; 
and one mile and a half in breadth ; and con- 
tains, by estimation, 1640 acres, about one 
half of which is in a state of cultivation ; and 
one half (at least) of the remaining part is very 
capable of being brought into the same state ; 
the soil being generally good, and the produce 
of the crops, especially of corn and potatoes, 
luxuriant. 

The population is about fourte^i hundred 
souls. 

Hugh Tawn^ the principal town in the Is- 
land, is situated partly on a low sandy penin- 
sula, which joins St. Mary's to the hill called 
the Hugh — (now more commonly known as 
the Garrison) — and partly at the bottom of 
that hill.'' It consists of one principal street, 

■■■ .1 ■ I ■ I . I.I.. II i _ I III M .1 ■ I I m 

* In various parts of Cornwall, during tlie fishing sea^- 
son, persons called bMers are stationed on the elifh to 
watch the iipprQach and direption of the shoals> which 
they indicate to the fishermen by a particular hue or cry. 
May not the Hugh at St. Mary's derive its name from 
having been formerly used as an eligible station by such 
watchers '^ On the other hand, however, it may be aske^r 

M 2 
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about three hundred and twenty yards long, 
but very- hregular both in its course and in 
the appearance of the houses; and of several 
lanes, alleys, courtlages, &c. ; most of which 
are paved with round stones, but all undis- 
tinguished by any peculiar appellation. The 
housjes are built of stone, which is procured 
in great abundance in every part of the neigh- 
bourhood ; but few of them are more than two 
stories high. The walls are thick, but the 
foundation, being chiefly in sand, is not more 
than a foot deep I The room^ in general are 
low, and uncieled; the best rooms in many 
of the houses presenting the appearance of a 
ship's cabin, with the beams and planks over- 
head painted white !*" Many of the houses 
are covered with tiles ; others are roofed with 
slate, but those of the poorer classes are 
thatched, which always has an appearance of 



(granting the probability of this etymology) Whence 
are we to derive the name of the Gugh at St. Agnes, 
which lies exactly opposite the Hugh, and which, like 
that hill, is only joined to the Island by a narrow neck 
of sand ? 

■* The assertion of some writers, — that most of the fiur- 
nitnre of these honses is made from the materials of 
wrecked vessels, — is false. Whatever materials are sal- 
ved from wrecks are deposited in charge of proper 
persons, who pay the salvors the stim to whieh they are 
legally entitled for the same. 
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wretchedness.*' As there is something peculiar 
in the manner of thatching houses in Scilly, 
it may be observed that, owing to the great 
prevalence of boisterous winds here,-^espe- 
cially from the autumnal to the vernal equinox, 
— the inhabitants are under the necessity of 
securing their roofs in the bqst manner which 
their means will afford. For this purpoae, 
they drive large wooden pegs into the chinks 
between the stones, about a foot and a half 
from the top of the walls, and but at a little 
distance from each other. Having laid on a 
sufficient quantity of thatch, they bind it down 
with straw ropes, fastened to the pegs before 
mentioned, extending from the front to the 
back of the house, and intersected by ropes 
of the same material running from end to end ; 
€0 that, if the ropes hold, the roof cannot be 
blown away without taking with it the top 
part of the wall ! The appearance of these 
roofs, certainly, does not convey the idea of a 
cottage ornee, but use and custom must justify 
4he practice.** 

* Except y perhaps, in 

— — -" a cottage of gewtility;^ 
Which " pleases'' that fiend " whose darling vice 
Is the pride that apes humility!^' 
''Notwithstanding these measures of the Islanders, 
houses are frequently unroofed here in blowing weather, 
and the thatch on the whole is generally replenished soon 
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There are »everal shops in Hiigh Town, 
especially for grocery, drapery, earthen-ware, 
&c. and almost all sorts of handicrafts are ex- 
ercised on the Island ; and, in many branches, 
workmen may be found here of very good 
abilities. Here is also a great number of inns, 
the principal of which are dignified by the 
name of Hotels ! As no taxes are paid on the 
Islands, every person i$ free to sell either 
spirituous or malt liquors; — a privilege of some 
importance during the continuance of a fleet 
or convoy in the Roads. 

At the North end of the principal street is 
the Pier or Quay ; at the back of which are 
some store-houses and workshops. The former 
pier was built about the year 1601, but, having 
become very ruinous, it was taken down and 
the present erected on its site, between the 
years 1749 and 1751, by the late Francis, 
Earl of Godolphin, at an expence of eleven 
hundred pounds ; which, considering the faci- 
lity of procuring stones on the spot, will be 
thought no small sum. It is four hundred and 
thirty feet long, and about twenty broad, and 



after harveist. Rafters or battens of wood, laid longitudi- 
nally on the house«, and secured by ropes of a more im* 
pemhftble iziaterial than straw, would be very desirable 
to present a recmrrence of the inconveniences generally 
irastained by the poor from a violent gale. 
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is defended from the sea by a high substantial 
urall. For the convenience of landing, there is 
a flight of steps on its extremity, and another 
within the pool, but the former is dangerously 
out of repair.* 

About twenty yards from the pia*, an open- 
ing in a small kind of a square, on the right, 
shews the steep ascent to the garrison. A 
few yards further, another opening to the Left 
( called the Bank ) shews the pool and beach, 
studded with boats. At a little distance is 
the house of the collector of the Customs^ 
which was built about the year 1696. It is 
low, and old fashioned, but of considerable 
length. The office, or Custom Hausey which 
is behind the dwelling, is airy, spacious, and 
commodious. 

About thirty yards further, on the left, is a 
mean little building, the lower part of which 
is generally shut up, distinguished by the 
various names of the Court House^ the Ccumeil 
Hall and the Market House! It is twenty 
seven feet long, fifteen broad, and ten high. 
The " Duke*s Court," or « Council,"~who 
genially meet in the forenoon of the last 
Friday in every month, — occupy the upper 
room, of the length and breadth of the whole 



^ See a plan for tlie improvement of the Pool and eztes- 
sion of the quay, at the latter part of thus chapter. 
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fiuilding: During the rest of the month thift 
place is used as a school room. Beneath, is 
the town prison; adjoining which is a small 
room about the size of an ordinary butcher's 
stall, where, commonly at the latter end of the 
week, the carcase of a bullock, and sometimes 
that of a sheep, or lamb, is exposed for sale ; 
but the best parts are generally previously 
bespoken by the resident gentry, &c, the far- 
mers seldom venturing to slaughter an animal 
until the greater part of it is engaged. The 
person who sends the meat " to market ^'^ pays 
for the use of the stall, block, weights, &c., 
one shilling. A few vegetables are sometimes 
brought into the street on horses, and either 
pitched near the beforfe-mentioned place, or 
offered for sale from house to house ; and this 
is the only, kind of market in Scilly. — Most 
of the inhabitants have gardens in which they 
raise a few vegetables, or else they buy from 
the farmers according to their necessities. 
Poultry and fish are sometimes offered from 
house to house, as it may suit the inclination 
of the owners to dispose of them. 

The following is an accurate list of the 
prices at which provisions are generally sold 
at Scilly at present, and may be considered 
as a fair average for the year. It may gratify 
curiosity to learn what proportion these charges 
bear to those of above half a century ago ; and 
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therefore, so far as Heath enables me, I shall 
«et down his statement in an opposite column. 



Beefy per lb * • • 

Mutton — 

Lamb — 

Pork — 

Butter ( from England ) 
Potatoes, per bushel of 

24 gallons ••••••••• 

Apples, per 100 

A Goose, weighing a- 

bout 5 1 Z6s ..••••• • 

Live Ducks, per couple 

— Fowls, ditto 

Eggs, perdoz 

ATurbot 

Soles, per pair 

Cod, fresh • 

— cured, per lb 

Ling, cured^ per lb .».* 

Mullet 

Lobsters (each), ••••., 
Grabs (small) • • 

All other kinds 



Present Prices^ 
V ( 1822.) 
4rf 



..4(/. to 4|d.. 

......4<f 

^d 

is.Sd.tols.4d. 



.2s. 6d. to 4s.. 



• « • • 2$. 6d, • • • . 
ls.4d. to Is.Sd. 
ls.2d. to Is Ad. 
...tid.to4d... 
Is.ed. to 2s.6d. 

• • • • lS» Ott< • • • • 

.9c/. to !«.... 
...,3J. 



..Aid 

....ed 

,..Gd. to Qd... 
....Id 



/ Prices in 
1T50. 

.2 Id. to 3(/.. 
....2l(f..., 



..2ld, to Srf... 
( " scarce") 

(Price 
not specified. ) 
(Ditto) 

(Ditto) 
(Ditto) 

2|rf 

. • • • LS. %Sd. • . . « 

(Not specified) 

(Ditto) 
2d. 



4d. 

(Not specified) 
(Ditto) 
(Ditto) 



of Fish in proportion. 



It may be remarked, on the above list, that 
the beef in general is thin, as is the mutton 
and lamb, and seldom equal, — in weight, 
quality, or flavour, — to what is killed in Eng- 
land, which must be owing to the scantiness 
of pasture in Scilly . Poultry of all sorts is in 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



170 PRESENT STATE OF [jarf.II. 

poor condition When sold, and must be fat- 
tened by the purchaser. Vegetables, particu- 
larly potatoes, are very good: The Scilly 
apples are peculiarly large. — ^The fish are ex- 
cellent, but not so plentiful, ned.r the Islands, 
as might be supposed from the reasonableness 
of the price. — Barley is generally cultivated by 
the natives for their own use, but wheat 19 
mostly procured from Penzance and its n^gh*- 
bourhood, at the common market price of 
Cornwall. 

The Steward 's House^ near the end of the 
principal street, is a substantial and well-built 
edifice; having good and extensive fruit and 
:fiower gardens behind, in which are some fine 
mulberry trees, and vines producing grapes of 
large size and excellent flavour. 

Near this, is the Post Office; and, a little 
farther on, the houses, forming somewhat of 
a square, stretch along the two sides of the 
sandy isthmus before mentioned, the open 
space in the Centre being distinguished by the 
name <^ the Green^ or the Parade. The former 
appellation is most inapplicable to its present 
state, not the least sign of vegetation of any 
sort appearing on its arid surface. Its latter 
denomination was derived from its being the 
place of assembly and muster of the sea-fen- 
cibles in time of war. 

The Parade is terminated on the East by a 
single dwelling house ; at either end of which 
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a hard road leads to different parts of the 
Island. 

The road on the left is lined by a row of 
small houses, extending nearly as far as Cam 
Thomas. In front is seen a fine sandy beach, 
sloping with a very gradual descent towards 
the pool, which is generally enlivened by the 
presence of boats and vessels of various sizes ; 
and the view of the roads and Off-Islands^ 
from this place, as well as from most other 
parts of St. Mary's, is very pleasing. 

Cam ThomcLSy as it is corruptly called at 
present, is a bold point of land projecting 
about one hundred yards into St. Mary's Pool^ 
and dividing it into two beautiful bays. The 
top and sides of this point are clothed with 
grass, and a school-house is erected towards 
that end nearest the road. The cam is a 
cluster of grey rocks, presenting a compact 
appearance to the sea, but consisting of every 
diversity of form and size, and skirted round 
the base with an immense number of rocks 
and stones of a brown and sable hue. The 
height of the top stone of the earn is about 
eighty feet above the level of the sea. ^ 

' It is mucli to be regretted that no records whatever 
remain, to enable us to fix, with precision, the orthograf^y 
of any of the places in Scilly ; niost of the names of whlck^ 
have been so vitiated by a false pronunciation^ as to ] 
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On the Eastern side of Carn Thomas, is 
another fine bay called Permellin or Porth 
Mellyuy which mi^ht be made an excellent 
bathing-place, to the great advantage of the 
Proprietor of the Islands and of those who 
might visit them in search of health or relaxa- 
tion. The hilly ground on the East side, 
offers a fine site for the erection of such houses 
as might be required for the use of those 
occasional visitants ; — combining retirement 
of situation, with salubrity of air, and extent 
and diversity of prospect. The beach shelves 
almost imperceptibly to a great extent, and 
the sand here is of a remarkably fine quality, 
and "much coveted," says Troutbeck," by the 
Cornish people and others, for scouring brass, 
pewter, &c. and for drying up writing ink." 
Even in Heath's time, " presents were made o£ 
it to many parts of England, as a curiosity." — 
The circuit of the beach, at high water mark, 
is about one hundred and sixty yards. 

it necessary to have recourse to etymological researches 
as often as we would discover the true import of their dis- 
criminative! appellations. In the present instance, how«- 
ever, the task of derivation does not appear difBcuft : As 
coiTi (or cairn) is a Cornu-British word, signifying ** a 
hta'p of rocks^'* naturally or artificially piled, I hesitate 
not to add to it the British word Tommen ( hearing a close 
affinity to the Latin Tumuim)'^'* a little hill:" by which 
compound-name this point of land is exactly described: 
q. d. A little hill with a heap of rocks. 
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The high land on the Eastern side of the 

harbour presents a diversified appearance ; but 

none of the objects require a very minute 

description. Adjoining Permellin is Mount 

Flagon, « on which are the remains of a strong 

building, called Harry's Walls. This was 

intended for a fort, and was begun in the reign 

of Henry the Eighth, before any other regular 

fortifications were erected on the Island ; but 

the situation was ill chosen, and therefore, 

probably, the work was abandoned at an early 

stage. There is a curtain, with two bastions, 

remaining; the latter are hollow, and project 

with very acute angles. The length of the 

whole is sixty two yards; the face of each 

bastion, sixteen yards ; the walls are from ten 

to twelve feet thick, and about five feet high. 

Such was the peculiar excellence of the cement 

used in thi3 work, that but few of the stones 

have been dislodged, notwithstanding the ex- 



^ Qaa&re, Flegm, d ^Xfiyin, fiagro? This, I own, might 
seem a far-fetched derivation, did not the name of an ad- 
joining tract, — Brimstone Hill — seem to give some colour- 
ing to the supposition. I am at a loss, however, to con- 
jecture what affinity may have been between these names 
and the places to which they are applied, unless beacomi^ 
were formerly lighted on this part of the Island ; — a sup- 
position by no means improbable when it is considered 
that this is nearly the highest part of St. Mary's, and 
commands both the bays. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



174 PRESENT STATE OP [»irtIL 

eriions that have been made for that purpose ; 
and the fortress may probably remain in its 
present state for centuries to come. 

On the North side of this foot, and nearly 
on the summit of the hill, is an erect Qst stone^ 
overgrown with moss, but with no vestige of 
an inscription. It stands about ten feet above 
the ground, and is supposed by some authors 
to have been an object of Druidical worship.^ 

^ Although it is not intended here, — especially after the 
numerous and elaborate Disquisitions which have made 
their appearance within the last fifty years, — to enter into 
a particular investigation of the religious rites of the 
ancients; yet it may be briefly remarked that the custom 
6f setting' up stones, either as objects of adoration, or in 
•OHimjBmoration of some extraordinary event, is of the 
remotest antiquity, and is frequently noticed io the Holy 
Scriptures.* In the system of Druidism, the principles of 
religion and government were blended, and the scene of 
their administration of the rites of either, was generally 
the summit of a hill, in a space sometimes surrounded by 
circles of stones, — sometimes inclosed by circular mounds 
of earth, — and in some cases only marked by a solitary 
pillar, which antiquarians generally ( though perhaps im« 
properly ) denominate a rock deity. The spot thus con- 
secrated by their idols and incantations, was universally 
held sacred,^ and was termed by the Cornish Britons^ 
tforseddf signifying, tke seat of judgement. 

Many more particulars of Druidical rites and remains 
will be noticed hereafter. 

* ^ totn. xxviii, 18. and xxxv, 14. Lev. xxvi, 1. Dcut xxix, iT. 
Joflh. xxiv, 27. I Sam. vii, 12. Dan. v, 4. tftttf if^. yr;^.* > ^ -^ 
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Further to the Northward, but still formings 
part of the Eastern (or rather North- Eastern) 
shore of the Pool, are two low and long-pro- 
truding ledges of brown rocks, — the greater 
part of which is covered at high water ; — ^the 
innermost being called Pyms ' Island^' and the 
other, Taylors ' Island,' on the latter of which 
is a large cluster of grey rocks, declining from 
the sea. Both of these Islands bear a little 
coarse grass, and there is no reason to doubt 
that they were once joined to St. Mail's by a 
vegetable soil, although they are now only 
Connected by long ranges of large stones. 
Indeed the earthy cliffs of the contiguous part 
of St. Mary's are diminishing almost daily, 
as well by the act of the natives ( who carry 
away the soil for various purposes ) as by the 
continued washing of the sea. 

St. Mary's Pool, or Harbour, is terminat;ed 
on the North Eastern side by a point, crowned 
and surrounded with rocks, called Cam Mor-- 
val; near which are two sunken rocks, called 
the Cow and the Calf. Between these, there 
is a safe passage or channel, about a hundred 
yards wide, by which ships may come into the 
Pool. There are some othar rocks and ledges 
in the neighbourhood, but too well known to 
the pilots to occasion apprehensions of danger, 
and too uninteresting in themselves to need 
particular enumeration. 
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The Eastern shore of the Pool presents a 
Taried aspect, and not of an unpleasing nature. 
Dark and grey rocks, petty bays, yellow cliffs^ 
cots and fields diversify the scene ; the back- 
ground of which, rising to a considerable 
height, is crowned by the solitary Telegraph ; 
— a round tower, built of stone, consisting of 
four stories, and covered with a flat roof or 
platform, from which very extensive views of 
the different Islands, and occasionally of ves- 
sels navigating the suiTOunding seas, may be 
obtained. The Telegraph is forty two feet 
high ; and, as it stands on the loftiest part of 
the Island, — the height of which is one hundred 
and forty feet above the level of the sea, — ^the 
altitude of the top of the tower is one hundred 
and eighty two feet above that line. At first 
the Telegraph was surmounted by a lofty flag* 
staff, for the purpose of making signals ; but 
the situation being so very much exposed, the 
staff was removed, and is now erected on the 
ground near the building. — ^Captain Manby's 
apparatus for effecting a communication with 
lAipwrecked vessels is deposited in the Tele- 
graph ; but the invention is not calculated to 
be of much utility at Scilly. 

The road on the right side of the Parade 
before mentioned, leads, in the first place, 
(after passing the head of Perth Cressa) to a 
little hamlet at the back of the Town, called 
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Down Derrjf ; diverging thence, in a South- 
erly direction, a branch to tl^e right leads to 
the top of Buzza Hill; and another branch, 
on the same side, leads to Peninis. The 
main road, however, continues pretty direct 
until it touches the path leading ( through some 
fields) to the Church; but at that point it 
turns off to the Eastward, and, forming 
some sinuosities on the declivity of the hill, 
passes through Old Town into " the Country J* 
Of these places I shall treat in the succession 
in which I have here arranged them. 

Porth Cressa is a large bay or cove, lying 
to the Southward of the isthmus before men- 
tioned, and opposite to St. Mary's Pool. It 
is bounded on the Western side by a part of 
the garrison, and, towards the East, by the 
hills leading to Peninis; and is remarkable 
for its numerous ledges of rocks, which render 
it navigable only by boats. It is skirted on 
either side by rocks, brown and grey, of dif- 
ferent sizes, and stones of varied figures and 
dimensions, but chiefly of a granitic or flintjr 
substance : Sand, of various colours and de- 
grees of fineness, forms a spacious beach at 
its head; The rocks of a brown and blackish 
hue, are those in and nearest to the sea ; and 
x)f these kinds there are some enormous 
blocks, resting on very small stones projecting 
a little way above the surface of the beach, by 

N 
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which they s^re wholly supportedv Thip cir- 
cumstance shews that they h^^ve either fallen 
from the neighbouring hill of Bnzza by the 
removal of the earth — (perhaps in consequence 
of heavy rains;) — or have been thrown thencQ 
by some violent convulsion : The former sup- 
position wil}, without doubt» appear the more 
easy and probable. A fine sand is found on 
the Eastern s^de of the Forth ; and, on thrust- 
ing a stick into some parts of this sand» I have 
discovered a kind of clay, which, from its 
colour, was evidently formed by the wasting 
of the neighbouring shore, wher^ the sea has 
visibly made great ravages^* 

Huzza Mill Would be sufficiently described 
to a Cornish reader, by calling it Cam Br^ in 
miniature. To others, it n^ay be necessary to 
state that it consists of vast masses or blocks 
of granite; here, protruding their grey top9 
above the furze and fern that fVinge its l*ugged 
brow and sides; — ^there, recumbent in every 
posture on the smaller rock^ which still remain 
partly imbedded in the soil^ and seeming to 
threaten th^ passenger who winds his way at 
the base of the hill, with an instantaneous 



' For a further accotmt of Portb, Oesaa^ with a 
▼lew to improTeiiieDti see the lifter. part of this cl^ap* 
ter. 
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^iniisliben^at'b' their ponderous dndf (apparenf- 
ly) iff-sttpported bulks.^ 

Oir tbe top of Btizza Httl are three eram- 
hdhs} The priAcipUl of these, stands (or 



^ As a specimen of the size of some of these enormous 
masses, I subjoin the dimensioas of one bow lying on the 
side of the hill, a litde above the road, whieh appears xto 
have fallen off — or to have been broken — ^from another 
rock, and rests in a slanting position on some small stones, 
having a large hollow between it and the ground:—- 
Length, six yards; average breadth, . three yards and a 
half; average thickness, four feet. 

( N^. B. Since the above was first written, the rock or 
stone alluded to, has been split and partly conveyed away, 
for the purpose of being used in an embankment at the 
head of Perth Cressa.) 

' A cromlech is a large flat stone, lying in a horizontal 
position upon others fixed upright in the ground ; — a rude 
model of a modem tomb, A hfitrroiw^ or harrofm^ is a large 
sepulchral cave, covered by a mound of earth. Cornwall, 
as well as Scilly, abounds with these repositories of the 
ancient dead'; and in that county, as well as in these Is- 
lands, all the burrows that have been opened have been 
found constructed in nearly a similar manner, whence they 
are supposed to have been appropriated like family vaults. 
Nothing has yet been discovered in these venerable re« 
mahis of elder daya to repay the curiosity of the explorer, 
but fragments of coarse urns, ashes, bones, and unotuous 
earth. — A modern grave is but a diminutive modification 
of an ancient burrow. 

It wouf((, doubtless, to many, seem bold, to assert that. 
Illfl W5rtf'^Wmr7 wBclweliave gener^y been taught to 
CQnsider ttTpwely Britiih, is derived frbm th6 Greek; or, 

K 2 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



180 PRESENT STATE OF [VortlL 

rather stood^ for it is even now suffering demo<* 
lition by the hand of man ) in the centre, snr- 

rather, from the Eg3rptiaii: Yet this admits of proof, as 
does also the still more (seemingly) strange assertion, that 
it is nearly of the same import as pyramid, — hoth words 
and works alike signifying — a memorial of the dead. 

For the establishment of these points, I shall call to my 
aid the abilities of an ingenious French writer. — 

" The word pyramid,** says Volney,* " is derived from 
the Greek Uvpafitg, UvpaftiSog ; bat in the ancient Greek 
the V was prondnneed oo, we shonld therefore say poo* 
ramis. When the Greeks, after the Trojan war, fre- 
quented Egypt, they could not have in their language the 
name of these prodigious edifices, which must have been 
new to them ; they must have borrowed it from the Egyp- 
tians. Pooramis, then, is not Greek, but Egyptian. Now 
there is little doubt but the dialects of Egypt, which were 
various, had a great analogy with those of the neighbour- 
ing countries, such as Arabic and Syriac. In these lan- 
guages it is certain the letter p is unknown, but it is no 
less true that ihe Greeks, in adopting barbarous words, 
almost always changed them, and frequently confounded 
one sound with another which resembled it. It is certain 
also, that in the words we know, p is constantly taken for 
b, which very much resembles it. Now, in the dialect of 
Palestine, hour (tid) signifies every excavation of the 
earth ; a cistern ; a prison, properly underground ; a sepul- 
chre : (See Buxtorf, Lexicon Hehr,) There remains amis^ 
m which the final $ appears to me a substitution for t, 
which did not suit the genius of the Greek tongue, and 
which made the oriental (non) amit, of the dead; hour 

* Travels in E^rpt and Syria, vol. I. p. 269. 
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rounded by a mound of earth (or burrow) 
about thirty yards in circumference, the whole 
being inclosed by a number of large stones, 
some erect and some recumbent; having two 
of a very large size at the North- East, and 
two similar at the South- West end. On the 

a^mit, cave of the dead: this substitution of the s for t, has 
an example in atribis, well known to be airUnt. The 
learned may determine whether this etymology be not 
equally plausible with many others." ^ 

After having had my way thus cleared for me, it only 
remains to shew why the word of two syllables, &terroui 
was adopted instead of the Phoenician bouramit. Perhaps 
the following explanations will be sufficient. 

The word hour itself signifying a sepulchre, the oriental 
termination might thence have been rejected ; to signify, 
by such rejection, a diminution of the idea of splendour 
and magnificence inseparable from the original word, yet 
still retaining sufficient to shew the nature of the thing 
spoken of. The termination which is now fixed by the 
characters otc, was prbbably, in the first place^ nothing 
more than the vocal sound invfuriably heard after the pro- • 
nunciation of the rough r. Thus b&ur' or baurra, both in 
etymology and signification, has a close affinity with the 
Uvpafiig of the Greeks : There is a sufficient relationship 
f^Aablished between the words as well as the things to 
mark their common origin; yet a sufficient diversity in 
the pronuQciation of the one, and the formation of the 
other, to shew the essential difference. A piframid is an 
elongated cone ; —a burrow is an obtuse cone. Oriental 
sovereigns repose under the one ;— occidental chieftains 
(or, perchance, men of more ignoble fame) sleep equally 
soundf and equally forgottenf beneath the other 1 
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fonner appjra.r(9d to bay^ b^n spipe n^il^ 
hasims. Tfaue dimensiops of t^ie croqnljech wpr^ 
as follow: f^e^gtb, eight fee|;; breadth, five 
fpet;, depth of the wajl, |:hpw fi^. Ovier the 
South- W^t mA of this, as f^eU as of the othear 
cromlechs, a large ^at rpplf: w^ place(), cpver* 
ing about one third of the vault. 

The traditions of tbe Is}^n4ers! h^ve handed 
down the fame of those places as the sepul- 
chres of giants. Some years ago, according 
to Troutbeck, " a curious gentleman hired 
labourers tp ope^ some of these burrows, to 
se^ if they cpuld ftnd the remains of apy thing 
that might have been deposited in them/' 
The results, however, were similai* to those 
which I have before mentioned ; but, " a little 
while afte^r the workmen had finished opening 
thes^ burrpvs, tb^re happened a most violent 
stonm pf jraw, ^.tt^nded with dread&d pe^. of 
tender and lightning, which the Islanders 
said was occasioned by disturbing these an- 
cient sepulc^hres." Such superstitious notions 
are ever^ y^l^ex^ cpipijion^ but j^ hope it will 
not s^gpi te^diBg to confirm, tfiew if I w^i>jti«ft, 
9 circumstance remarkably coincident with the. 
above : On the 22nd day of November, 1820, 
the larger burrow was again opened — having 
beeij fixed^ on a^ the sitj^ of a windmill (since 
CQmpl|Bt^d, )r^apd« QA th^ day we a}sp had> 
a stonn of thunder, aud l^?htning» althpugh. 
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these natural iphenomena but rarely occur in 
Scilly. 

Leaving Biizza Hill, nothing of peculiar im- 
portance presents itself till the traveller arrives 
at Peninis Point ; although the eye may occa* 
sionally wander over the well-cultivated fields 
on either side of the road, or contemplate the 
different earns that crown the distant emi- 
nences, — ^the varied ledges and rocks, against 
which the swelling waves wage continued hos- 
tility, — or the ridging and leafless hills of the 
Island of St Agnes, which h^e opens to the 
view in a very pleasing manner. 

Peninis Heddj or Point, is an extensive 
tract of land, projecting boldly into the deep 
in a Southerly direction; and, in a manner, 
covered and surrounded by tremendous masses 
of rock of every wild and grotesque appear- 
ance. Seen from the opposite shore of the 
Garrison, Peninis Head is marked by three 
distinct cams, rising abruptly from the sea, 
th^ intervals of ground between these cams 
biecoming more and more stony in proportion 
to their relative nearness to the extreme point. 
It is impossible for words to describe the 
astonishing :buiAber and diversified forms of the 
romantic masses with which Peninis abounds, 
and which cannot fail to excite, a mingled 
feeling of admiration and awe. Here, a dark 
and enormous pile rises corect from the pro- 
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jfimdify of water which surround it, and scowls 
defiance on the ever-renewed — ever-impotent, 
— ^attacks of the eddying and hollow-gurgling 
waves: There, tremendous dabs lie heaped 
in fearful confusion; at once inviting, yet 
menacing, the steps of the inquisitive spec- 
tator. One large group which overhangs the 
deep is particularly distinguishable for the 
great numbier of horizontal lines into which its 
surface has been worn by the weather. Be- 
hind this, and forming a pai-t of the same 
gi'oup, an immense block, measuring about 
six yards each way, supports another of the 
same bulk, in ponderous magnificence : — ^The 
angular asperities of each having been destroy- 
ed by the change of seasons, the efiect of their 
present appearance is greatly heightened, as 
well by this circumstance, as by the immediate 
proximity of a very tall and thin rock, of a 
pyramidal form, being thirty feet high, twelve 
feet broad at the bottom, and regularly tapering 
to a point. This rock is thought, by some, to 
have been a distinguished object of Druidical 
veneration."* 

"" An anonymous but Intelligent writer, treating of " the 
grotesque and whimsical appearances of rocky masses, 
such as rock idols, logan stones, &c.^ explains those appear- 
ances npon " the tendency which granite possesses of 
wearing motre rapidly on the angles and edges than on the 
tideB^ a fact which probably depends vpon a pecnliar crya« 
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On the brow of the promontory of Peninis,— ;• 
which is pleasingly though wildly diversified 
with grey rocks and verdant turf, — ^a very 
singular cluster of enormous masses of granite, 
extending from East to West upwards of fifty 
yards, appears to lie on the surface • of thft 
earth, without being imbedded in it. These 



talline arrangement of their parts disposing tbem to <lis- ^ 
integrate with a rapidity proportionate to their distance 
from a central point Thus/' he adds, " upon simple and 
philosophical principles are such appearances easily ex- 
plained, and this phantasmagoria of learned antiquaries 
Tanishes.'' 

(Guide to MoutU*s Bay and the Land's End, p. 138^ 

Agreeing with this author and others in their endeavours 
to account for many of those rock curiosities hy natural 
causes ; £ am not, however, prepared to admit that the 
whole fahric of Druidical rites and sacrifices which so 
many ** learned antiquaries" have heen at such pains to 
investigate and explain must necessarily ** vanish" on the 
production of a pleasing hypothesis. Rocks and stones 
certainly served many important purjposes in the cere- 
monies of the Druids, whether of a civil or religious 
nature; and, whatever may hecome of the question of the 
formation of rock basons and rock idols, there are suf- 
ficient indications — as well in Scilly as in different parts 
of Cornwall, — of the art of man having been frequently « 
employed in the disposition and arrangement of many of 
those rugged blocks with which these parts abound. The 
examination of a Druidical temple, or circle, (to say 
nothing of single pilkrs, cromlechs^ &c.) will b% suiBcient 
to put this fact beyond dispute. 
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are known to the modem Idlanderd by the 
^miliar name of the Kettle tmd Pan^^ from 
the immense hollows^ or rock-basons^ which 
are fomid in most of them. These basons are 
gelierally about three feet in diameter, and two 
feet deep* They are, for the most part, df a 
circolar form, and perfectly concave; othferrs^ 
however, are much indented at the sides, like 
a hollow globe; some have perpendicular sides, 
and flat bottoms ; some are of an oval form ; 
and others of no regular figure. Many of the 
blocks, included in the general name of the 
Kettle and Pans, are six or seven yards high, 
and eight or nine yards square ; and setoal of 
these have four, five, six, or more of these 
cavities in them. A large rocfe neair the ex- 
tremity of this group, has two basons of an 
immense size, besides several smaller ones. 
The upper ^md larger one appears to have 
been formed by the jtuictioti of three o* more 
large ones: It fe irregularly shaped, and is 
about eighteen feet in cii*curaference, and six 
feet deep. When the water in this bason has 
attained the height of tiiree feet, it dischai^es' 
itself, by a Hp, into a louver baisonv taot^ r^- 
larly formed, the back of \^hich i^ about five 
feet high, but which is incapat)l^ of containing 
more than a depth of two feet of water, owing 
to the declivity of the surfece of the rock. 
This latter bason also discharges it^ reduhdant 
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Mraters, by a Up, or opeaiag, at the «dge of the 
basoj^ m the fore part of the rock- 

SooQua autbor^ have imaginad that all rock 
bft^ons are the works of art ; aod they have 
nevj^ sem a work of thb nature without con- 
juripg up a ho^t of Druids with all their my&* 
tia rites and absurd euperstitiona. An ex- 
^^ninatiQn of the rocks at Peninis might tend 
to correct this mistake, as tbere are, perhaps, 
as W9oy of those basons, small and Large, on 
tb^ di^rent rocks on and near that point as 
tb«i^ ure inhabitants on the Island ! It seems 
iQore consonant to nature and reason to sup- 
pose tfant these caviti^ owe their formation 
entirely to natural causes. Granite, it is well 
k^own, is a porous stone, capable of receiving 
and inibibing moisture. The lodgement of a' 
single drop of rain oa one of those roeks^ 
migbit be the commencement of that slow bnl 
certain operation by which those vast hoUows 
h^ve beeui shaped. Thai ^' waters wear the 
sl;ones," is a trutb taught by Scripture," and 
cgfiabl^ of ocular demonstration. Where one 
drop of tain has fidlen, another may settle, 
and: m^ny will surely fellow if there be (as 
may well, be supposed on ,the surface of all 
rocks) the slightest inequality on^ the spot 
wbere they descend* By the collection and 
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settlement of this small body of water, the 
earthy particles found in granite formations, 
become at length saturated, and lose the 
sparry substances imbedded in them. The 
action of violent winds, by agitating the water, 
whirls round those sparry and angular sub- 
stances against the sides of the little cavity. 
The air itself, strongly impregnated as it is 
with sharp and saline qualities, may aid the 
work of excavation ; every subsequent shower 
gives a new impetus to the agent employed in 
these operations, and the lapse of centuries 
surely alffords sufficient time to complete even 
works of the magnitudes which have just been 
mentioned. 

It may be asked, — If these cavities or 
basons be wholly produced by natural causes, 
whence arises the difference of their formation? 
and why are the bottoms of some, concave; 
and of others, flat? 

I answer, — ^The bottoms of the larger basons, 
which always contain a certain quantity of 
water, are invariably flat. This is the neces- 
sary result of the water settling in a* state of 
rest, when the particles of earth and stone 
sink to the bottom ; form a perfect level ; and, 
perhaps, become again in some measure co- 
hesive and indurated. In the smaller and 
concave basons the water is absorbed by the 
beat in .summer, and the particles of sand 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



d^^I.] THE SCILLY ISL.\ND8. 189 

which had been washed off the rock during 
the friction, are peculiarly liable, in their dry 
state and exposed situation, to be blown away 
by every gale. Other irregularities of form 
may be accounted for by a consideration of 
the different proportions of lightness and hard- 
ness frequently observable in the same piece 
of granite. 

Lastly: — It has been stated by those who 
consider these formations as solely of Dru- 
idical origin and use, that rock-basons have 
never been found on the sides of rocks, unless 
such rocks have been overturned by violence, 
and thrown, with their basons, from their 
natural position. — A plain fact shall overturn 
this argument. — 

There is, in the Westernmost cam at Pe- 
ninis, a huge rock, standing on another, and 
sheltered by higher and close -surrounding 
rocks, both towards the sea and the land. It 
has evQry appearance of having remained in 
its present position ever since the Flood. Yet 
in the side of this rock is an excavation, like a 
tniche; of an oval form, — six feet long, five 
feet wide and nearjy four feet deep. There is 
an opening at the top, through which the rain 
may have run, to form, or assist in the for- 
mation of, the hollow ; which, however, can 
hold but little water, as there are two outlets 
at the bottom, and therefore in Sunmier it 10 
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perfectly dry. Inthk mrtoral e^ecavati^^n, &t 
Koeky ekair, I have more thai^ ctoce foa&d' a 
soKtary seat. 

An* this shaft sttfl&ee cm the stfhj<ect o€ 
iy>ck-basem9. 

The shores amnnd Pfenmisj as welt on k» 
BasteMiason its Westiern sidtes, present? evei*;^ 
\ariety of rocky appearance, to which the 
imagittations of the speetatoips Have Ifed ttiem 
to affijt variotts whimsical appelli^tiims', as tXt 
Pklpri'Mdck, theJhlfy Rbek^ aiid sertite otheffe 
of less fanciful' denoitiinationi 

On the East side of the rock« call^ the 
Kettle and Pans, was an old sod- batttety; 
constructed in the time of Qtteen Anne, a^d 
planted with guns to defend the etithinet mtb 
Ae adjacent bays.- It has long been demo- 
lished, but the plat<ferm still r^mai]!is,> and 
fihews-it'was but of sf»ftll ^extent atfd filfiefuscf. 

Oft the Wterthf Baistfewj side of Pen*Ai^ is a 
filiBice' c^Ud Piper's H&k; of whi*k Hei^ 
gires the foHAwing' ac<:fOHnt; ( which? ^IVfeut*- 
beck copies, witl^ sc^me slight ti'aiis^ofiitlMS;) 

*' Pi^r s-Hole has it^ sitctfittion Midef the 
high banks-of Peninnis,- being' alrt^ttt tlri^ S<»iltlk 
West" [South Bast] "pert^of thfe felandrn^ttl 
the sea, which washfes its orifictf at bigfc tide. 
Tills passagfet is • said ? to* ' commfuAicMe^ mi/H^i 
gfound ' with the- Iskn* oPTiieS^o, as fstt* a6 
the I>ferth*Wtes*cKB»^)p*biltoofit; litert thW 
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sea, where aootiier orifice is seen that goes by 
the same nacae ^ith the former/' 

^^ Going in at the orifice," he continues, ^^ at 
Peninnis banks in St. Mary's, it is above a 
man's height, and of as much space in its 
breadth ; but grows lower and narrower far* 
ther in. A little beyond which entrance ap« 
pear rocky, basons, or reservoirs, continually 
ranning over with fresh water, descending as 
it diatils from the sides of the rocky passage: 
By the fall of water heard, farther in, it is proN 
bable there may be rocky descents in the pas- 
sage: The drippings firom <he sides have 
worn the passage, as far as it can be seen^ 
into yario.u^ angular, surfaces. Strange stories 
are related of this passage, of men going so far 
in that never returned; of dogs going quite 
through, and coming out at Tresco, with most 
of their hair o£^ and such like incredibles* 
But its retired situation, where lovers retreat 
to indulge their mutual passion" — ( and to 
'* cut the initial letters of their names upon the 
green turfy downs," according to Troutbeck) 
^— ^* has made it almost a$ fomums as the eaoe 
tohereifi Dido and JEneas m£t of old I " "" 

This account, ( to use a French expression) 
" surpasses hyperbole." Whoever takes the 
trouble of visiting Piper's Hole at St. Mary's, 

• Heatbi pp. QO, 1, coippare Troutbeck, p. 58. 
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will find, after much difficulty and some dan- 
ger in scrambling over the rugged rocks that 
surround it, that the place is not worth the 
labour of seeking.^ It is a narrow aperture in 
the side of a cliff, about five feet high at the 
entrance, but not so wide, and diminishing 
rapidly in compass within a few yards fl-om 
the aperture. The bottom is filled with large 
round stones, thrown in by the violence of the 
sea ; which, by the constant dripping of water 
from above, are always wet, slippery, and 
dangerous to be trodden. There is a little 
pool of water at a few yards from the entrance, 
beyond which the passage is so small as to 



p The place o^ the same denomination at Tresco is really 
interesting, and will be found fully described in the chap- 
ter appropriated to that Island. — It is singular that some 
tradition of a piper is attached to most caves or snbter- 
iraneons passages, not only on the shores of Britain, bnt 
even in foreign countries. ** Among the prevalent opini* 
ons respecting them in the Highlands," says Dr. Macoul« 
loch, ** is that of their extreme depth. There is none of 
which it is not said that a piper has entered without ever 
returning, the sound of his instrument having been heard 
gradually expiring in the prolonged vaults." Of one, in 
Sutherland, he adds, " it is asserted that whoever enters 
it will return without his skin ! " — The story of the Crcr- 
man piper is familiar to most readers, although the local 
situation of the *^ Hole^ to which he is said to Lave 
charmed both mice and children to their destruction^ is 
jLot exactly ascertained ! 
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defy further ingress. So far from being the 
** cavern" which Troutbeck denominates it, 
it is neither a place of convenience nor con** 
cealment, and surely none but very silly lovers 
could think of choosing a place of retirement 
surrounded by rocks, filled with stones, dank 
with innumerable droppings, and constantly 
" washed by the sea at high tides"! Even 
smugglers would scarcely trust themselves or 
their commodities to such a place, which, had 
there been any vestiges of mining operations 
on Peninis, might have been thought an arti- 
ficial excavation, or adit, formed for the pur- 
pose of carrying off the water. 

Near the sea, on the Eastern side of Peninis, 
about three quarters of a mile distant from 
Hngh Town, and not a quarter of a mile from 
Old Town, is the Church. The clergyman's 
house and a few other dwellings formerly 
stood near it, and bore the name of Church 
Towuj but most of those houses are now in 
ruins. The road to the Church, from Hugh 
Town, is hard and dry, being made by a com- 
position of the loamy soil (which the Islanders 
call ram) and fine sand. The Church is a 
wretched-looking fabric, built of stone, and 
in form of a cross, but the walls are very low. 
The length of the church, from East to West 
is sixty feet; breadth ^ghteen feet: The 
cross-aisle is about the same length, but not 

o 
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more than sixteen feet broad. No i*ecords are 
extant to shew the date of the erection of the 
Church. The North aisle was built in 1662, 
and the South aisle in 1677. The windows 
are small, irregular, leaded, and gloomy. The 
Church has no tower — (in which respect it 
resembles all the other Churches of Scilly, 
except that at St. Agnes) — but two low stone 
walls for a belfry. The roof, which is much 
decayed, is covered with slate, but this is 
neither plastered nor whitewashed on the in- 
side, and the display of black and mouldering 
beams and rafters contributes to give the place 
a very dreary appearance. There is no vestry- 
room. (What Heath calls '^a amrt-house, 
otherwise parish- house f'' and which stands 
near the Church, is, literally, a stable !) There 
is no organ ; and, until very lately, even vocal 
music had fallen into disuse here. A broken 
font stands in an obscure corner near the 
West end of the building ; — ^the pavement 13 
very irregular, and much mutilated ; and most 
of the pews and galleries are crazy, and de- 
clining every way from their perpendiculsurityt. 
^The Church-yard, which bears no inscription 
.worth copying,^ is over-run with weeds ; and 
the whole appearance of the building and its 

.... L r---n > - T r ' I ■ . ■ . ........... 

"> One; howerer, deserves Botice on aoconnt of its Ian- 
guage: — It is written in IhUeht 
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appendages, external and internal, is calcu^ 
lated rather to chill than to excite devotion/ 

The bodies of Henry Trelawney, Esq. son 
of Sir Jonathan Trelawney, Lord Bishop of 
Winchester, of the ancient family of TVelaw- 
ney in Cornwall;— of Sir John Narborough, 
son-in-law of Sir Cloudesley Shovel ; — and of 
Captain Edmund Lodes ; all of whom perished 
with the Admiral, in the wreck of the Associa* 
tion, before noticed, were buried in the chan- 
nel of St, Mary's Church, but no monument 
records their disastrous fate. 

Through the incroachments of the sea in 
Old Town Bay^ in consequence of the banks 
having long been in a most neglected and di* 
lapidated state, great part of the adjacent cliff 
has been undermined and washed away;-^ 
part of the churcb-yard is even now in dan* 
ger ; and, unless timely measures of prevention 
are adopted, the waves may eventually de- 
molish what winds and storms have so long 
spared. 

It would be a great accommodation to the 
principal part of the Islanders if a new Church, 
of dimensions suited, to the present population^ 
were erected near Hugh Town ; but there is 
scarcely any hope of this being effected, ex- 
cept through the liberality of the Lord Pro- 

' It has, however, lately receiyed aome necessary repairs. 

O 2 
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prietor, or of Government, after the Islands 
revert to the Crovt^n. 

On the East side of the bay, near the 
Church, and about a mile from Hugh Town, 
is Old Town, which vvas foi-merly the chief 
place in the Island. It contains about two 
hundred inhabitants, principally fishermen, and 
Others connected Mith the sea. Old Town 
Bay, as well as Forth Cressa, and the Eastern 
side of St. IVfary^s Pool, is full of spacious 
ledges of low rocks, which probably were once 
covered with land, but now exhibit a dreary 
appearance at low water, and are very danger- 
ous ait all times. Troutbeck observes that 
Old Town Bay " is both rocky and exposed 
td the Southern sea, so it is not convenient 
for ships to come into ; but the pool is round, 
and the rocks and loose stones which now in- 
cumber it, might easily be removed, and make 
a jetty-head on each side of the entrance, 
which would be of great use to the pilots in 
strong Easterly winds, when they cannot get 
out to pilot ships from the other parts of this 
Island." 

Between the Church and Old Town there 
is a good road, raised oni the sand, and kept 
up by stones, in a curvilinear direction, tracing 
the head pf the bay. But the^^ound from 
this place to Permellin Bay in St. Mary's 
Pool, ( before described ) is low and marshy. 
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and overgrown with reeds. This tract is 
called the Lower Moors^ and abounds with 
wild-fowl in the winter season ; but, for want 
of due care, it is liable to be overflowed at 
spring-tides; and, indeed, it is ^scarcely ever 
free from salt water. Yet the soil is very 
good; and, were those marshes properly 
cleared and drained, they would make valua- 
ble pasture land. A drain has been made for 
carrying off the water at Old Town, but scarce 
any attention is paid to keep it clear and open. 
Fine mullets and eels are caught here in the 
Summer. 

On the North East side of Old Town, on 
an eminence chiefly composed of aggregated 
rocks, there was formerly a Castle^ said to 
have been built by one of the Earls of Corn- 
wall. This was certainly the castle described 
by Leland in the third volume of his Itinerary 
(page 7) where he says, " In it" (i. e. St. 
Mary's) " is a poor town and a meatly ' strong 
pile ; but the roues * of the buildings in it be 
sore defacid and woren." In Troutbeck's 
time — (for it seems to have wholly escaped the 
observation of Heath ! ) — some part of the 
walls remained, though the greater part of the 
materials had long before been carried away 
for the erection of the Star Castle." At pre- 

• Moderately. * Rooms. " A- 1>. 1593. 
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sent, however, there is scarcely a vestige of 
this once forraidablie edifice; — the remainder 
of the walls, and many of the rocks, Having 
been taken away to build th^ houses now 
standing at the foot of the hill, on its Eastern 
side. The natural blocks which still remain 
are yet denominated the Castle Rocks, and 
have somewhat of a pictureisque appearance as 
they lean over the verdurous acclivity facing 
the West. The height of the hill may b6 
about twenty yards from the moorlands at ibi 
base : The view from its summit is extensive 
and interesting; and the site was admirably 
chosen, as the castle commanded not only 
Old Town Bay, but the two bays of St. Mary's 
Pool, — ^the intermediate tract of low land, — 
and the sides of the adjacent hills. 

From the proximity of the Church and 
Castle, it is evident that Old Town, at some 
distant date, was the chief place in the Island 5 
though it is highly probable that even then its 
extent and population were much less than at 
present. Natural advantages are certainly in 
favour of Hugh Tovra, thou^ the unskillMv 
ness of its builders has been productive otf 
danger to its inhabitants, as will be shewn 
hereafter. 

The Eastern shore of Old Town Bay is la 
promontory, called the Toimany or Tohnan 
Pointf from the singular position of some 
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rocks near its extremity. This promontory 
consists of three cams, or masses of rock^ 
rising romantically amidst the surrounding 
fields. Towards the sea, the rocks are of 
immense size. The Telman^ is a huge block, 
measuring about six feet each way, and lying, 
in an inclined position, on two other masses of 
rock, so as to form a covered passage. The 
rocks on which it rests on one side, have a 
very regular and uniform appearance, like a 
natural wall, being perfectly perpendicular: 
On the odier side, though the surface of the 
rocks is even, the wall declines considerably 
from its base. The main rock, in fact, ap« 
pears to have been cleft asunder to a con- 



^ Tolman, or rather, Tol Men, is a Cornu-British word« 
signifying a holed stone; and, by analogy, a covered rocky 
pmsgoffe. Dr. Borlase deaorilies a Tolmen as *< a larg« 
orbicvlar rock, supported by two stones, between which 
there is a passage ; and from this circomstance," he adds, 
** it derives its name. There is a Tolmen in the village 
of M^n, in the parish of Constantine, (or Constenton) 
Cornwall, the passage of which is abont three feet and a 
half in breadth, and the same height, but the top-stone is 
thirty thxee feet in length. The Doctor thinks that " the 
i»p-s|oBes of these singoiar monuments were placed in 
their present position by human labour and art, after 
having been brought from some part of the earns with 
which they are still partially surrounded ; " but I see no 
reason to be of the same opinion with regard to the Tol- 
men at St. Marjr's. 
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siderable depth, (probably by some violent 
convulsion of nature ) when, — the larger por- 
tion remaining firm, — the smaller part declined 
a little, following the declivity of the hill: 
Much of the aperture was probably filled up, 
in subsequent years, by earth and granitulous 
particles washed in from the adjacent hill, and 
hence the present Telmeuy or rocky passage ; 
the length of which (though it is angular) is 
little more than five yards; the height, five 
feet at one end, and six feet at the other ; and 
the breadth, two feet below, and three feet at 
top. The covered space, as before observed, 
is not above six feet ; and I think it probable 
that the superincumbent mass was formerly a 
rocking-stone resting on that part which now 
forms the upright wall.— The rocks connected 
with this earn' are very large, and mostly in 
square masses ; and there is an immense num- 
ber of rock-basons ( or rather of alluvial dila- 
pidations ) on all the pile. On Tolman Point, 
as well as on Peninis, and, indeed, on several 
other headlands on this Island, are the plat- 
form and remains of a sod battery. These 
batteries were nearly all of the same size, 
mounting three or four guns each, but they 
have long been dismantled and suffered to fall 
into decay. My opinion on the best means 
of fortifying the Scilly Islands will be .found 
annexed to the description of the Garrison^ 
in the present Chapter. 
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To the East of Tolman point is a little 
rocky bay called Forth Minnick (or Monach), 
terminated by a point of land bearing the 
nsime of Blue Carn, but presenting nothing 
worth notice. The same, may be said of 
Church Ledge Bay, which is immediately 
contiguous. The cliffs all around this part 
lu^e crowned with grey cams ; the shores are 
luied with brown rocks and stones of every 
variety of size ; and the sea is studded with 
various masses of the same nature, rising in 
diverse yet chilling forms, under the various 
denominations of the Gull rocky the Gils tone, 
Carrack Stern, Church Ledge, and otha.'s^ 
which have sometimes proved fatal to mariners^ 
through their ignorance of the hydrography of 
the shores of Scilly. It is pleasing, however, 
to add, that no very serious instance of naval 
disaster has .occurred here for several years* 

Proceeding round the coast, in a North* 
Easterly direction, the next object is Giant's 
Castle Bay, which may be said to be cased 
with rocks. The bay derives its name from 
some stupendous rocks hanging over the clifis 
of its Eastern shore, which, at a distance, 
bave an appearance* of being regularly piled, 
rh terrific grandeur, over the deep that roars 
below. This tremendous crag is about a 
hundred feet high, declining suddenly towards 
the sea, but more gently on the land side ; 
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from which, however, all communication was 
cut off by a narrow ditch and low rampart, 
crossing the promontory from bay to bay. 
Within this inclosure the natural eminonce 
was strongly fortified by a thick stone wall, 
some remains of which are still heaped or 
scattered in various directions. This plac6 
could never have been distinguished for con- 
venience ; yet when nature and art were thus 
combined for its defence, it must have pre- 
sented a most formidable aspect to its enemies; 
**It has the name of Giant's Castle^' says 
Troutbeck, " because in these Islands, all ex- 
traordinary works are, by the common people, 
attributed to giants or the Devil. It was 
probably designed by the Danes as a retreat 
from the Saxons, in case they should be cut 
off from their ships; and certainly it must 
have been a place of great strength in those 
times, especially if they had plenty of pro- 
visions within it.""^ 

" ■ ' ■ ■ 

" One cannot help feeling displeased at the absurdity . 
(to give it no worse name) of certain hydrographers, whoj 
in laying down charts of these Islands, have exhibited 
Old Town Castle asd Gianjl's Castle with wafls and tir*^ 
rets standing, and flags flying, as if still existiii^ in their 
pristine state of munition ; whereas they are so completely 
demolished (and probably have been so for hundreds of 
years) that it requires no inconsiderable shso'e of attention 
lo trace any vestige of theee loi^-ruinated piles. 
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Near the head of Giant's Castle Bay is a 
rock nearly ten feet in length, seven in breadth, 
and above five feet thick, reclining in a slant* 
ing direction on another rock, imbedded in 
the earth. This was formerly a loggan (or 
logging) stone, — called by some a riding rock. 
It was so nicely poised on the sharp edge of 
the rock which still supports it, that it could 
be put in motion by a child, six years of age, 
( or, as Troutbeck says, " with a man's little 
finger;") and would continue its oscillatory 
vibrations in a very perceptible manner, for a 
considerable * time after receiving this slight 
momentum; yet it was calculated that thd 
exertions of a thousand men would be insuf- 
ficient, — ^without the aid of machinery, — ^to 
remove it from its position. It was, however, 
thrown from its poize a few years since, by a 
number of soldiers then in garrison here, in 
compliance with the wanton orders of thw 
officers, in order to decide a frivolous bet! 
Thus it appears that if the age of chivalry is 
gone by, that of the Vandals and Huns is not 
yet utt^ly past. 

There are some other rocks between Peninift 
and this part of the Island which appear to 
have been loggan stones ; but which, either by 
design or accident have been thrown jfrom 
their pivots. 

( It may also be here noticed, that near the 
South- Western extremity of Cornwall, on the 
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promontory called Castle Trereen, is a Danish 
fortification^ formed, like Giant's Castle, by 
stupendous crags emerging to a great height 
from the sea, and by a triple entrenchment 
running across the neck of land, TlterCj also, 
is an immense loggan-stone, th^ wonderful 
equilibrium of which is the just theme of gene- 
ral admiration to all who have the temerity to 
approach it, which cannot be done without 
danger, and hence, probably, its preservation. 
It reclines on an immense pile of rocks, im^ 
mediately over the sea ; contains about twelve 
hundred cubic feet ; and is computed to weigh 
ninety tons: Yet this tremendous block can 
be made to rock to and fro for a considerable* 
time by the application of the strength of one 
man ! ) 

Some account of the purposes to which 
these rocks were applied by the juggling 
sleight of the Druids (who generally had a 
temple near those remarkable productions of 
nature) may not be unacceptable. 

The trial by ordea], in cases where guilt 
could not be substantiated by a number of 
witnesses, has ever been found to prevail in 
some form, amongst all igilorant and uncivi- 
lized tribes- The wager of battle — ( so lately 
abolished in England!) was but a vestige of 
that common superstition that seems inherent 
iA human nature in its unenlightened state^ 
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and which led men to believe that Heaven 
would interfere by a miracle to rescue in- 
nocence accused. Of the fire-ordeal of the 
Saxons, — ^by which the culprit was enjoined 
to give proof of his innocence by walking 
blindfold and unhurt over hot bars of iron,— » 
few are ignorant ; and it is not to be doubted 
that many have gone through this trial, not 
only without injury, but to the most perfect 
conviction of the thoughtless multitude,-^ by 
a course of training shnilar to that which 
enables some in the present day to dance 
a hornpipe, blindfold, and wearing wooden 
shoes, amongst a number of eggs, irregularly 
^disposed, yet without breaking any! It has 
been stated by some that the Druids worship- 
ped certain rocks as deities, but to this opinion 
I can hardly assent. It is well known that 
they were professed astrologers, and that they 
worshipped the sun and moon, ( and, perhaps, 
most of " the host of Heaven" ) and even this 
fact seems sufficient to exculpate men of their 
undoubted learning from the gross idolatry of 
"bowing down to stocks and stones.*' They 
might, however, and probably did, inculcate 
that those rocks should be regarded with 
veneration which were in any wise used in 
the performance of their religious rites. The ^ 
loggan stones with which both Cornwall and 
Scilly formerly abounded, must have afforded^ 
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them ample means to work on the credulity of 
the multitude, over whose mental as well as 
corporeal faculties they reigned with absolute 
sway. At one of these ^rugged altars they 
cocild, by the apparent fervency of their de- 
yotion, procure a seeming miracujous answer 
to their orisons before the eyes of assembled 
thousands. They could also, ^t their will, 
establish the innocence or guilt of whom-: 
soever they might cbuse to save or condemn, 
by permitting or restraining the .oscillations of 
the incumbent mass, or by causing it to be 
touched in those directions whence it would 
receive a greater or less degree of motion. It 
is painful to reflect that such impositions hav^ 
at any time been practised on the weakness 
9Ad blindness of human nature ; but this emo- 
tion ^yiU have but half its effect unless it be 
coupled with a feeling of the most ardent 
gratitude for the inestiipciable gifts of life and 
immortality which are brought to light by the 
Xjrospel. 

Near Giant's Castle Bay, and under a heap 
of sqHd rocks, veiy difficult and dangerous of 
access, is a small cave, open to\^ards the seat 
called Tom Butt's hed. It derives its name 
from a lad who, in order to get rid of a hard 
master, and at the same time to avoid being 
pressed into the Navy, concealed himself here 
|hree days and three nights, in the reign qf 
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Que^n Anne. He was afterwards discovered 
by some boys who were accidentally in the 
in the neighbourhood with dogs» and who 
supplied him with food until he had an oppor- 
tunity of shipping himself off in the merchant' 
fiiervice. • 

The tract of high land extending in a North* 
Xast^ly durection from the back of Old Town 
to Forth- Hellick, ?ind in a North- Westerly 
direction from the Giant's Castle, inland ; and 
measuring in each direction about half a rnile^ 
is called Sallakee Doums. On these downs 
are several burrows. One of these burrows 
stands on an eminence, called Ward-ffillf 
imd is surrounded by two stone circles, the 
diameter of the innermost circle being ten feet, 
and that of the outermost, thirty-six feet. The 
flat stone, or rock, which covers this burrow, 
and which is about a foot thick, has a square 
perforation in the centre, supposed to have 
been for receiving a flag-staff in former times. 
At a little distance are the remains of a Dru- 
idical temple^ consisting of nine large stones, 
or rocks, in an erect position, with several 
smaller stones, describing a circle on a floor 
of natural rock, and of a pretty even surface. 
Many of the stones belonging to this work 
have be^i churned away for building ; yet the 
form and situation of those that remain, — the 
number of rock-basons on their tops, — and th« 
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presence of a stone pillar ( although now re- 
cumbent) in the centre, sufficiently demon- 
strate that this was no inconsiderable place of 
Druidical resort and superstition. On either 
side of this temple are several burrows. 

And here it may be observed that wherever 
the remains of such temples have been found, 
a iiumber of burrows has always been found 
near them; our ancestors, probably, having 
been influenced, in this respect, by feelings 
simiht^r to those which cause us in the present 
day to inter the dead in the immediate vicinity 
of the Church. Thus, Stonehenge, which has 
lieen called the Cathedral of Driiidism, is sur- 
i*oanded by burrows, covering the neighbour- 
ing downs to a considerable extent. That 
stupendous work, like all others of similar use, 
is situated not on the summit of a hill, but 
near it ; and in the formation and direction of 
all those circles (notwithstanding the rudeness 
of the materials of which they are composed) 
there is a uniformity of design, which evidently 
shews the concurrence of their founders in 
opinion, and, perhaps, the maintenance of a 
istrict correspondence between them. The 
mode of interment in burrows, was common 
not only to the Danes, Saxons, and Britons, 
but is noticed by some of the most ancient 
and authentic historians, particularly Diodorus 
Sicuhis, Herodotus, and Livy. Indeed, from 
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1;he appearances that have been observed by 
travellers on various parts of the earth, it is 
plain that nations of the most remote antiquity, 
—Romans, Greeks, Phoenicians, Persians, and 
Assyrians, — alike practised this mode of se- 
pulture, which we also find mentioned in the 
earliest periods of Jewish history. Without 
pretending to determine precisely what race 
occupies the peaceful dormitories on these 
and the contiguous downs, I may be allowed 
to observe that the name Sallakee is evidently 
of Grecian origin;* a circumstance which 
tends materially to strengthen the belief that 
these Islands were visited by the Greeks at a 
remote period. 

Somewhat less than half a mile from Giant's 
Castle, in a North- Easterly direction, is the 

* Either from trvXri, prada, and dta, findo ( Siilekao)— * 
io plow or dig far gain; or from trvXXoxaw (SuUochao) 
eopias congrego, to gather wealth /—names having reference 
to the mining operations here carried on. 

Neither in the British, nor in any of the Teutonic dia* 
lects has the name Sallakee any signification ; and Trout- 
beck and Heath, who troubled themselves but little about 
etymologies, spell the name udifierently, according to the 
modem corrupt pronunciation, — Sallakee or Sallg Key ! 

Quote : After all that has been written on the general 
name of these Islands (see Chap, ii. Part I.) inay not their 
modern appellation^ be derived from the above noun trvX^, 
Sullee, whence Sulley, Sully, and afterwards Scilly from an 
error of the pen]! 

P 
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bay called Porth HelUckj distinguishable 
from the other inlets and creeks between 
itself and Old Town Bay, on account of its 
having a sandy beach at its head. The sand, 
however, is of a very large and rough quality, 
and much coarser than any besides which I 
h^ve observed on the Islands. It seems in an 
early state of formation from the pounded gra- 
nite stone. On either side of this bay are 
some large rocks; which, however, do not 
require a particular enumeration and descrip- 
tion. 

Porth Hellipk, which is about a quarter of 
a mile in length, but not so broad, has a me- 
lancholy interest attached to it from its being 
the place where the body of Sir Cloudesley 
Shovel was thrown ashore.^ It is related that 
he was found on a hatch of the ship, on which 
he had endeavoured to save himself, and that 
a little d^g was by him when the body was 
discovered. He was buried in the sand by 
the soldier and his wife who first perceived 
him; but his body was afterwards tajken up 
by the purs.er of His Majesty's ship Arundel, 
and conveyed to London, where it was inter- 
red with suitable honours. " A little pit in 
the sand," says Troutbeck, " upon Porth 
Hellick Bank, still sheWs where the soldier 

' See a full account of his shipwreck m Chap, ii^ Part I. 
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aind his wife buried Sir Cloudesley Shovel's 
body ; the pit never fills up with sand, in the 
greatest storms, and what is remarkable, no 
grass ever grows upon it." This description 
does not exactly apply to the present appear- 
ance of the spot : The pit is now certainly 
filled with sand, to the level of the adjacent 
banks ; but there is no sign of vegetation on 
the place, although all around is green f * The 
naked spot, however, has no resemblance to 
a grave, but looks as if it had been an irregu- 
larly-scooped hole, nearly seven feet long, and 
in one part more than five feet wide. 

At the head of Forth Hellick the waters 
of the Higher Moors discharge themselves 
into the sea. 

To the North- East of Forth Hellick is 
another hill oi^ down, of nearly the same 
dimensions as Sallakee. It is surrounded 
yv\\h rocks towards the sea, and is distin- 
guished by a great number of cams, crom- 
lechs, and burrows. This Flace is by some 
called Peters Downs. I caused a cromlech 
and a burrow to be opened here, to the depth 
of several feet, but found nothing but a greasy 
black earth, as if resulting from the decom- 
position of animal substances. From the soft- 
ness of the mould I am of opinion that those 
repositories of the dead had been previously 
explored. The covering stone of the crom- 

p 2 
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lech is placed at the East end of the grave, 
and supjJorted by upright stones at each side, 
so as to form a passage about two feet in 
height. Two large flat stones, or rocks, are 
placed across the grave at the West end. The 
intermediate space (about three feet) is open, 
and from this place I had the earth cleared 
away, not being willing to have the stones re- 
moved. The length of the grave is twelve 
feet; the breadth, four feet and a half: The 
sides and bottom appeared to be lined with 
stone. The whole is surrounded by a burrow, 
or mound of earth, thirty yard^ in circum- 
ference, which is inclosed by large stones, 
closely laid. The whole must have been a 
work of great labour. 

The dimensions of the burrow which I had 
opened, are still more extensive. The extreme 
circumference is sixty yards ; the part circum- 
scribed by stones measures forty yards round. 
The grave (which had a large flat rOck lying 
across the middle ) is nine feet long, and five 
broad. 

The unfavourable state of the weather pre- 
vented the further prosecution of my researches 
at that time. I took, however, the dimensions 
of some of the smaller burrows, which had no 
cjovering stones, and found their general cir- 
cumference twenty yards. 

From Forth HeUick, the North-Eai§tem 
shore is diversified by a number of remarkably 
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large and singularly formed rocks, most of 
which, however, are distinguished by modern 
and not very appropriate denominations; as 
Dick's Cariiy the Clapper Rocks^ Old Rock, 
Drum Rock, &c. Behind the burrows which 
are first seen on entering the Downs from 
Porth Hellick, is a large spherical rock, above 
fifteen feet high, and about fifty in circum- 
ference, resting upon another, by a sub-face 
of not more than two feet broad. This is 
called the Sun Rock, the signification of which 
name may be gathered from what follows. 
Near this rock (which appears ready to slide 
from its poise and roll down the cliff to the 
immense masses that fortify the shore) is a 
small rock called t/ie Giant's Chair, It is not 
above four feet high, and is scooped out in a 
manner very much resembling an old-fashioned 
elbow-chair, having a stone an front, like a 
footstool. It faces the East, and is conjec- 
tured, with much probability, to have been 
formed as a seat for the Arch-Druid of the 
Island to sit in and observe the rising of the 
sun. The scene around is solitary and im- 
pressive. 

Pursuing the circuit of the Island, which 
now contracts, in a Northerly and North- 
Westerly direction, the view becomes im- 
proved by the. appearance of some of the 
Eastern Islands lifting their rocky tops oa 
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the surface of the blue liquid plain. Rocks, 
cams, burrows, and commons also diversify 
the scene on the land side. Deep Point is 
only remarkable as being the Easternmost 
extremity of the Island. An eminence, sur- 
rounded with rocks, called Mount Toddin, 
gives name to a little bay below it. Under 
the cliff is a cavern said to be of great extent, 
and which formerly was a considerable resort 
of smugglers. It is " called Darrity's HoU^' 
says Troutbeck; but perhaps its proper ap- 
pellation was more significant, being no more 
nor less than J)irty Hole! The shore around 
exhibits the ruins of different sod batteries and 
breast-works, thrown up at various times 
within the last two hundred years, but alto- 
gether undeserving of particular notice. 

Toll's Island, which lies to the Northward 
of Mount Toddin, contains about seven acres 
of land."" It is uncultivated, but affords a 
scanty pasture for sheep, and a shelter to rab- 
bits. It is joined to St. Mary's by a sandy 
isthmus, which is overflowed at high water. 
There are some remains of batteries upon it, 
and it is a convenient place for making kelp. 
On either side of the isthmus is a pleasant, 
though small, sandy bay, vvhich would be very 



■ Troutbeck egregioustj errs in estimating it ai Jtfteen 
aares ! 
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convenient for bathing if not so frequently 
visited by the fishermen, to whom, especially 
during the prevalence of stormy weather, these 
bays afford a safe landing place. — Toil Hill 
is about a quarter of a mile, in a North- West- 
erly direction, from Toll's Island. It rises 
nearly fifty feet perpendicularly from the sea 
at high water mark, and was formerly crowned 
with a sod battery. The remains of some bar- 
racks, called St. Mary's Wallsy are still to be 
seeh under the South side of this hill. 

The land inclosed by the coast before de- 
scribed, is very barren, and is denominated by 
Troutbeck, Pellestree Daums;^ on the North 
side of which is an inlet called Water-Mill 
JBaify from a mill, the ruins of which still re- 
main. A small pier, called New Quay^ is on 
the South side of this bay, and affords a con- 
venient place of security for fishing boats. 
The North- West side of the bay is formed by 
an eminence called Helvear Hill, oa which 
v^as a sod battery, with several salient angles, 
flanking each other,^— commanding the en- 



"Here, again we have evident traces of the ancient 
iiihabitanti^ of this IslaDid. Pellestree is plainly a corrup- 
tion of Pabs^ra (ah IlaXa/?pa, luettB locus) — ^a field of 
hfitde ; hnt the names of the warriors, as well as the cause - 
of their contests, have long been hidden beneath the reil 
of oblivion. 
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trance of Crow Sound. Near Helveor Hill 
are the ruins of an old Block-house. 

About a quarter of a mile to the North- 
West, is an eminence covered with rocks, 
called Inazigan Hill; and at a little distance 
firom the shore is an islet, surrounded by 
rocks, called Inazigan. Burrows, and the 
ranains of batteries or breast- works, mark all 
this coast. 

About a quarter of a mile from Inazigan is a 
prominence called Sandy jBar, which is the 
Northernmost pomt of St. Mary's. The land 
here declines rather precipitately towards the 
sea, and is ovei^rown with moss, fern, and 
furze, although the soil is good, and capable, 
of high cultivation. Several hillocks of fine 
white sand line the base of the hill, and con* 
trast their dazzling brightness with its sombre 
verdure. The sand, withdrawing from the sea 
on each side, stretches off in a Northerly 
direction from the land ; and, by a very nar*- 
row isthmus, joins that extensive tract of sand 
called St. Martin's Flats. Over this isthmus 
(to which the name of Sandy Bar properly 
belongs) there is not more than four feet of 
water at the ebb of spring tides, although, at 
a little distance within, the water deepens to 
from one to two fathoms; and without, from 
two to three, four, five, ten, and twenty fa- 
thoms. The outermost, or Eastern side, of 
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Sandy Bar, is called Crow Sound: The inner 
fiide, (where the water progressively deepens 
to nine fathoms) is called St. Marys Roads. 
The views ^f the different Islands, isles, and 
rocks, from the Northern to the Southern ex- 
tremities of St. Mary's, are varied, picturesque, 
and highly gratifying. 

To the North-West of Sandy Bar, are two 
rooks in the sea, eddied the Little and Great 
Crow ; near which is a convenient quay and 
landing place, called Penrithen, where a num- 
ber of boats, belonging to the inhabitants of 
this part of the Island, is generally moored, or 
hauled up under cover. — About a quarter of a 
mile inland from Penrithen Quay, on the brow 
of a hill, is a large upright stone, nearly ten 
feet in height, and visible at a considerable 
distance. It is supposed to have been an ob- 
ject of Druidical superstition, but perhaps Was 
only intended as a mark for fishermen. It is 
denominated the Long Rock. 

About a furlong to the Westward of Pen- 
rithen Quay is an eminence covered with 
rocks, called Bant's Cam. A quarter of a 
mile to the South- Westward of this is a reef 
of dun rocks called the Criby Creeb, or Greeh^^ 

*** Quaere: Chariby d Xapv^hg, Ckarybdis? Here, if 
erer, it might justly be said of the unskilful mariner, 
" Vupiens vitare Scyllam, mcidit in Char^bdim.*' 
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and, about three farlongs farther is Cam Mor- 
valj the Westernmost extremity of St. Mary's 
Island, (exclusive of the Hugh) and the North- 
Eastem poiiit of St. Mary's Harbour ; Yf\at\k 
has been already described « The land from 
Bant's Carn to Carn Morval is generally of a 
good quality — (the soil consisting of a clayey 
loam, extending to the depth of several feet) — > 
and capable of great improvement. At pre- 
sent, much of it lies waste, under the denomi^ 
nation of Hellengy dotms : These downs dis* 
play the remains of a battery, dome bunrows, 
and two old tin-pits. 

The interior of the Island, though of an 
aspect which may generally be termed agree- 
able, pres^its nothing entitled to a lengthened* 
description. The roads are in some places 
very good ; and a little attention and labour 
would make them all so, as the m^terfals ne- 
cessaiy for repairing them 2U*e near at band. 
In many instances, good stone edges, and 
well- cultivated fields are observable; — in 
others, the fences, composed of stone and sod, 
are declining m every direction, or falling to 
Hke ground, through neglect, and large tracts 
4^ improvable land are suffered to lie waste, 
under the ide^ of commonage. This land, 



There is generally a eOHBiderable whirl, or eddjff aroand 
Uie Crik rocks. 
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however, is in many instances impoverished by 
the surface being dug up in turve? for fuel. 

The appearance of the different cots with 
which the interior of the Island is pretty plen- 
tifully sprinkled gives a pleasing addition to 
the general view. Troutbeck notices one or 
two places under the denomination of " small 
villages," but, this, in fact, is rather too high- 
sounding a name. They can scarce claim the 
appellation of hamlets, not more than three or 
four houses being ever found contiguous. The 
reader will perhg^ps smile on learning that one 
of these clustery boasts the name of London^ 
and that another, of nearly equal importance, 
is called Bristol! 

In a situation so isolated and so contracte(|» . 
some circumstances may deserve mention, as 
peculiarities, which, in other places, would 
scarcely be noticed. — On walking across the 
Island, (whicl) is here called. '^ going into the 
country'' !) in a direction from New Quay to 
Hugh Town, one spot in my route was pointed 
out tp me as remarkable because I could nei^ 
tber perceive ** house m>x sea." 

The name of one place on this Islanci has 
generally made it an object of curiosity to 
strangers, I shall therefore notice it. I allude 
to Holy Vale, (which, I suppose, is the place 
intended in some ancient records by Xa Fa/, 
and styled a town!) It consists of three or 
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four good dwelling-houses, lying in a warm 
and well-sheltered valley, and surrounded by 
lands in a high state of cultivation. But — - 
what renders it an object of peculiar interest 
to the lovers of ornamented nature, — ^it exhibits 
some very fine trees, chiefly of the elm and 
sycatnore kinds, whose luxuriant foliage over- 
shadows a short part of the road very agree- 
ably. Here are also some fruitful orchards^ 
Holy Vale lies open to Forth Hellick on the 
South, being distant about two miles from 
Hugh Town, with which it has a direct com- 
munication by an excellent road, from which 
many pleasant views may be obtained. 

I know not whether this was ever the scite 
of a religious house, — ( for the Islanders are 
generally as ill furnished with traditions as 
they are with records^; and no light is de- 
rivable from the style of the architecture, the 
present houses having been only erected in the 
year fTSl, in consequence Ot the destruction 
of the former buildings by fire:) Yet, from 
the name of the place itself, — from its con- 
veniences of wood and water, so generally 
found near the habitation of monks; — and 
from the appellation of Carn Friarsy or Cam 
Prior y still retained by a neighbouring hamlet 
and heap of rocks, the reader may probably 
conjecture that when Tresco had its abby and 
resident canons, St. Mary's also had its mon- 
astery and religious orders. 
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, At Tremulitheny Longstonej and Newford^ 
— three respectable farms, — trees, orchards, 
aad flowers are also to be found. These 
objects deserve a more especial notice as 
nothing of the kind is to be seen on either of 
the Off-Islands. 

There are thirteen wells in different parts of 
St. ]\Iary's, some of which are never dry. Yet 
much of the water is unfit for drinking, 
although it may be used for other purposes. 
Cam Niegan WelU and Lenteverne WelU 
"in- the country," and one of the wells in 
the Garrison, afford the best water in the 
Island. The Lower Moors, however, abound 
with springs; from one of which, — near Forth 
Mellyn, — shipping are frequently supplied 
with water. 

Having thus described the principal objects 
on what is called " the country-side" of the 
Island; the Garrison remains to be noticed. 

The hill on which this line of defence is 
constructed, rises with a pretty steep acclivity 
from the sandy isthmus before noticed, to a 
height of about one hundred and ten feet 
above the level of the sea. Seen at a distance^ 
it appears like an independant Island. It is 
somewhat steep on every side. This hill is 
called the Hugh; it is about three quarters 
of a mile in length, and a quarter of a 
mile in breadth i The circuit of the lines is 
one mile and a quarter. Thesei lines extend 
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around the whole hill (except on the North 
West side, which is the most important!) and 
are about four feet and half high, within; and 
generally of that thickness. On the outside, 
of course; the height is greater, but is varied 
according to the irregularities of the ground. 

The entrance is at the North East end, 
immediately above the pool. Over the arch- 
way is a stone with the initals *^ G. R. 1742. 
A. T." A. y. are intended to commemorate 
Abraham Toveg J a master gunner, under whose 
direction these works were constructed and 
improved, in the time of King George the 
Second; and who also distinguished himself 
as an able engineer in the projection and 
formation of several good roads in the Gar- 
rison ; which, however, have long been much 
neglected, partaking of the general appear- 
ances of desolation so visible on most parts 
of the Islands. 

Over the entrance of the Garrison is a bell, 
which is rung at six, nine, and twdve o'clock 
in the morning ; and at three, six, and nine, iri 
die evening, and struck at the* terminatioh of 
the intermediate hours. This bell is also rung' 
to give notice of Diving Service on Sunday^, 
although the Church is nearly a mile distant. 
-=^There is no public clock on either of this ' 
IMands. 

Immediately within' the^ Garrison are the ' 
gtiardh^use, storehouses, magaiiilles', &c. In ' 
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front is the Castle: A road to the left leads 
to the officers' barracks, which are pleasantly 
situated, and command a view of the town, 
bays, and back part of the Island : Another 
road, diverging to the right, leads to the house 
of the master gunner, the barracks of the 
gunners, and those of the common soldiers. 
The road to the Castle is broad, straight, 
and in good condition; about ninety yards 
long, and rising with a gentle ascent towards 
its extremity. The Castle, however, is ^ mise- 
rable building, and calculated, at first sight, 
to undeceive those who might have been led 
to expect something more magni^cent from 
the names of Stella Marice^ or the Star Castle, 
by which it is designated. It consists of eight 
salient angles, projecting twenty-four feet, in 
every point of which there is a watch-house, 
the roofs , arising inunediately from the walls. 
A platform, about seven feet in height, and as 
many in breadth, connects the whole of the 
interior, and this is surmounted by a wall or 
breast work, of nearly the same height, each 
angle of which is pierced with six loop-holea 
for musketry : There are, consequently, ninety* 
dx such apertures in the whole building.^ 



^"^ Heath's view of this castle is snrpriziiiglj incorrect 
in many instances. Amongst other things, he lias repre- 
sented the walls of the castle and of the house as having 
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The height of the walls oa the outside is about 
eighteen feet. Within is a dwelling-house,, 
corresponding in shape with the castle, and 
consequently very incommodious. - A passage, 
or foss, of about four feet in width, separates 
it from the platform* The rooms in this house 
are low, gloomy, and irregular. The height of 
the walls, from the base court, is about twenty 
one feet; one third of which lies below the 
platform ; another third is hidden by the 
breast- work; and the remainder, with its cum- 
brous roof, peeps over the battlements. This- 
was formerly the residence of the military 
commandant, but is now only occupied by an 
old Serjeant and his wife. On the West side 
of the castle is a flag-staff, on which the King's 
colours are displayed on Sundays and rejoice- 
ing-days. The entrance to the castle is by a 
small stone-bridge, thrown over a dry ditch, 
through a tower composed of large stones, and 
affording the idea of ponderous imbecility. 
The tower is surmounted by a bell (never used) 
and over the entrance are the letters " E. R." 
( signifying Elizabetha Regirui) and the date 
of its erection, — '* 1593." The whole is sur- 
rounded by a miserable ditch, instead of a 

embrasures /or cannon! — he has adorned the house with 
circular towers, and elevated the inner buildings far 
beyond their Just, altitude. 
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trench, aad is fast falling into irretrievable 
ruin; — ^a circumstance the less to be lamented^ 
as it never was a place of defence or con- 
venience. 

About two hundred yards to the Souths 
West of the castle is a fine level plain, com- 
manding an extensive view, especially of all 
the inhabited Islands. This plain, which is 
uncultivated, would make a good bowling* 
green, or cricket-ground, for the amusement 
of the gentry of the Island, if they delighted 
in such exercises. In the middle of the plain 
are the circular walls of two windmills, which 
have long been out of use. The tradition is, 
that they were built at the same time as the 
castle, in order to serve the islanders and 
others who might be obliged to take refuge 
in the garrison if the enemy should ever effect 
a descent on the Island. Troutbeck says they 
were suffered to go to ruin through a misun- 
derstanding between the commanding officer 
and the islanders, the latter of whom wanted 
to obtain access to them at unseasonable 
hours. At present they have the appearance 
of obelisks, at a distance, and serve as marka 
to ships at sea.^"^ 



^ As a sign how little I have been ipdebted, io com- 
posing this work, to oral or written assistance, I may 
mentioii th^ following fact About eighty yards to^lhe 
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There are, in all, about eighteeki batteries 
aad bastions in the garrison, moanting from 
two to eight guns, and weH calculated to pro- 
tect the town and bays, and to dispute tiie 
passage of the Sounds. These are connected 
by curtains about fifty two yards in length, 
atid each having an embrasure in the ceoCrei^ 
The greatest number of guns that cotild hb 
mounted on the present works, is a hundred 
ind twenty; but w^re those batteries and 
fines completed, which have been marked out 
0n the North- West side of the garrison, a con- 
siderable additii^n to this amount would bn 
made. At ptesent, th^ Weston end of St. 
Mary's Roads is unprotected ; most of thb 
guns are dtsmouiited, yet left to lie exposed 
to the injuries bf the weather; and these cir- 
ciumstan/ces, coupled mth the ate^Mce of faJX 
the ''pomp and circumstance" of military pa^ 
rade, and the recoUectioti of unrepaired roads, 
and a dilapidated castle, necessarily beget 
feelings of dreariness and desolation. 

" By the particular favour and bounty 6f 

SotithM^rd o^f one of tfaose vaAh, fttid te Clie pldfn before 
mentroned, I discovered a neatly-made grafie, covered 
%ith turf, and walled with small stones ; yet, on enquiry, 
no person had observed it, or could give me the least in- 
formation respecting it ! I surtntse it ttiay have been the 
grave Of a seidier, fthot here ^r diiobedieiioe to Military 
disicipiine. ' 
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the Duke of Leeds," says Troutbeck, after 
Heath, ^^ the use of the castle, which is square^ 
ro&mjf^ and handsome,'^ and all its apartments^ 
with the harbour dues of shipping, have beea 
enjoyed by the captain, or resident command* 
ing officer of the company, commanding in his 
Grace's and the Lieutenant-Governor's ab- 
sence, who never reside,^ being a considerable 
benefit. Besides the ships putting into Scilly 
from abroad, it sometimes happens that more 
than two hundred sail of coasting vessels are 
driven into these harbours, by an Easterly 
wind ; at which time, each ship or vessel pays^ 
at an average, about two shillings and two- 
pence, for coming to an anchor, or laying upon 
the ground, and hoisting the King's colours. 
All foreign ships pay double, or four shillings 

** I would fain have avoided the insertion of this state- 
ment, out of regard to Mr. Trontbeck's taste, but the with- 
holding a part of the paragraph might seem to involve me 
in the charge of making garbled extracts. It is but jnstico 
to Heath to say that the words printed in italic are not to 
be found in his work, but have been foisted in by his sue* 
cessor, — for what purpose I am at a loss to imagine. 
Certain it is that this ** square, roomy, and handsome" 
edifice has not been occupied by any commanding officer 
for a great number of years ! 

" This is not now the case : The present Lieutenant 
Governor has resided at St Mary's from the time of his 
receiving that appointment ; as did Colonel Vigoureuv, 
his predecessor, until the day of his deatht 

Q 2 
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and four-pence, most of which comes to the 
commanding officer of the garrison, who i4 
commander in chief, and chief magistrate in 
the Islands of Scilly* He has also the ma* 
nuring and improving of all the garrison land» 
upwards of a hundred acres; the grazing of it 
with cattle; and the cutting and disposal of 
all the turf and furze fc^r firing ; and has like* 
wise the sole management of all the coals and 
candles allowed for the use of the garrison* 
as well as stones^ for the purpose of building 
houses and fences." He further says, " the 
commanding officer has other conveniences^ 
such as cellars, and out-apartments, belonging 
to the castle ; with two spacious kitchen and 
flower gardens, defended by strong walls, at a 
little distance from the castle/* 

I9 concluding this account of the garrisoiv 
it only remains to be stated that, with the ex- 
ception of about twenty acres, some part of 
which has been very recently inclosed and 
broken up, ( and a few little patches of the 
glacis^ cultivated by some poor families, for 
potatoes) the ground lies uncultivated, produc- 
ing nothing but furze and fern, and a scanty 
pasture for sheep. It is certainly capable of 
great improvement, but the precarious tenure 
on which appointments are held here, is such^ 
that no person would be justified, under exist- 
ing circumstances, in expending the sums no- 
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Oessary to insure agricultural prosperity. — A 
^eat number of rabbits is found in almost 
every part of th^ garrii^oa* 

The most remarkable rocks by Mrhich the 
Hugh is distiiigttished, are, those around Momr 
ing Paintj forming the Western extremity of 
Porth Cressa ; the Wool-pojckj with a remark* 
able cam of the same denomination, lying 
within the lines ; tJie Steval, being the West- 
ernmost extremity of St. Mary's, and formerly 
often fatal to ships; and the Newman. To 
which may be added Rat Island^ — a heap of 
rocks, bearing a little grass, and lying in the 
Pool, immediately at the back of the quay, to 
which (or, rather, to the rock on which it is^ 
built) the Island is joined at low water. There 
was a sod-battery on Rat Island many years 
ago, but since the erection of the strong works 
in the garrison, which commands it, the bat-* 
tery has been suffered to fall into decay, being 
of little use* Leland, in his brief manner, 
notices this spot in the following words : 
" Raite Islande. Subnet Lydes Isle, wheryn 
times past at her sepulchere was gret supersti- 
tion." — Not the least vestige or resemblance of 
a " sepulchere" is now to be found on it. 

It remains for me, lastly, to notice the state 
of society in St. Mary's, and to make such 
other observations as could not be well in- 
troduced in any preceding part of this chapter* 
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It has before been observed that St. Mary's 
is the seat of the civil and military gov^mment 
of the Islands. From this circumstance, aa 
well as from its numerous advaaitages over the 
other Isles, it is the residence of all jfamilies 
holding any appointment at SeiUy. Of these^ 
however, there are not above twelve in aU the 
different departments. In so small a circle 
the meaiis of amusem^it must necessarily he 
very few, and active sphrits must too often feci 
that t^gdium which is one of the greatest mide*? 
ties of human life to those whose sensibility 
renders them suscqittble of its devastating; 
powers. Here are neither literary, musieaU 
nor gymnastic mstitutiohs ; and but little op- 
portunity can be found of exhilarating the 
spirits or improving the understanding. The 
general rea^g is confined to newspapers^ 
which are pretty plentifully received here 
weekly, and interchanged amount the ow^ 
ners.^^ Here are but few spots eonveeient 



^ Since the above was written, a club was formed, 
called the St. Mary's Reading Slociety, the primary ob^eet 
0f which was to procure the best literary and scientifie 
periodical pabiieations, and afterwards to add to their 
collection such standard works as might be thought de- 
sirable : The club consisted of about twelve members, 
each subscribing a guinea annually; but it is already 
declining ! The author has also had the happiness to 
procure, for the use of the Clergy on these Islands, a 
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f37 Iftathi&g, IkA greater part of the laland 
Wing fturroimded by rocks, and the sandy 
bays^ befides being shallQW, baing too open 
to ohsenratijim. Walking is the exaircise cbiaf^ 
ly fottowfid: SoUing is but little pi^a^tiaed 
execyt oa th^ eaUs of duty. Water-parties, 
very rarriy oceor. Angling may ba followed 
with sacceas soand many of the roeky pointa 
bf w^iiek tha Idand is studded ; and, in wist* 
Urn tfoie^ tbose mben are fond of shootiag mays 
4pd cnploijmMU; aipoagsttbe wild-fowl in tha 
iMors, or tbe rabbits m the garrisim. Card» 
and petits saupers are the occasional coBiiomii^ 
taate of a if^inter^s €r^ng. 

To what has been said in a preceding chap- 
ter, of the gen»al amusements of the Island- 
ere, the £D>llowii^ may be added as peculiar to. 

- Early in the mormng of May day — (or rather 
during the preceding night) — numbers of yoking 
persons of both sexes find anmsement by *' going 
into t^ie country," unhanging gates, injuring 
f^ces, or otherwise d^jpaaging the property or 
incommoding the conveiuience of the inhabi- 
w ' II 1 11 ■ ■ ill ■ II ■ ■'■■ i» J 

select^ though «ins^l, library of Divinity , from the Asso- 
ciates of the late Rev. Dr. Bray, of London, who hare 
done him the honour to appoint him their Librarian oa 
these Islands, The Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge had a small library here for the use of their 
Missionaries, but most of the books have been lost. 
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tants. A may-pole, witji garlands, is also s^ 
up, but is unhonoured by either music or 
dancing."*— On the eves of the days of St* 
John the Baptist and St. Peter — (the. hottest 
season of the year ! ) lai^e bonfires are appro- 
priately kindXed in various parts, and a great 
many young people parade the streets with 
flaring torches, which they whirl about in 
every direction.'^ — ^A kind of Christmas play^ 
but of a very ridiculous description, is some- 
times attempted by a party characteristically: 
enough denominated goose dancers/^ — ^The 
barbarous custom of shooting at cocks tied ta: 
a stake for the purpose, is not utterly abolished 
in either of these Islands. 
- Education, here, is not in a very eminent 
state. The Duke of Leeds pays twelve poundt 

^ These /reaAs seem to be the tattered remains of somir 
vestiges of the yicn^ claiice (or ** FtoraliaJ"^ commemo* 
rated in the same month at Helston. 

'^ This foolish custom, which would surely be *^ more 
honoured in the breach than the observance/' is, I believe, 
confined to Scilly and Penzance. At the former place it 
threatens very dangerous consequences, many of the houses 
there being low, and covered with thatch. 

^ Such is the name by which both Heath and Trout- 
beck distinguish them, and which prevails to the present 
day t But it has been suggested to me that ^oose or geese 
should be rendered guise, — from the French deguiser, *' to 
di&guise." Ths subject, however, is not worth the dis* 
quisition. 
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per annum for the instruction of some poor 
boys, who are taught in the Court House; and 
the Society for Promoting Christian Know*- 
ledge pays ten pounds to a school-mistress in 
Hugh Town, and eight pounds to another 
troman residing in the interior of the Island, 
for teaching poor children of both sexes : The 
Society also provides these schools with books; 
Imd the mistresses make some small addition 
to their incomes by receiving a few scholars 
at a trifling weekly sum. But it is in too 
many instances to be regretted that the neg* 
lect of parents in a great measure frustrates 
the ends of tuition, and that children are here 
suffered to exercise almost every rudeness with 
impunity. — ^There is a Wesleyan meeting-house 
(which the Islanders call a preaching house) in 
Hugh Town, and two or three smaller ones on 
different parts of the Island; belonging to 
Baptists, &c. The Methodist meeting has a 
small school attached to it. 

The only established communication be- 
tween Scilly and England is by two small 
packets, (the property of individuals) which 
generally sail from St. Mary's for Penzance, 
on Tuesdays, and return on the following 
Fridays. These vessels are each of about 
forty tons burden ; sloop-rigged ; and naviga- 
ted by five or six hands. The time of sailing 
depends on the state of the tide, though it may. 
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be materially affected by other circwQiitance« 
connected with the weather. The s^ iu thu 
Chaiutel la commonly rough; aud it is thought 
^ a good pa^isage" which is perfi>fined ia ei^ 
or nine hours. In some few instaaces, how* 
ever, when the wind and tide have been pe^* 
enliarly favourable, the pa^isage has been mada 
in less than five hcmrs* In others^ on the con^ 
tisry» those vessels have been detakiad in th# 
•pen sea from six and thirty to eight and liMrtf 
hours, when the inconveni^Qtca» to pauascngers^- 
especially to females^ in a crowded cahtn andr 
with scanty accommoda^ons^ muat hsrve bteal 
dhnost intolerable.^^ 



V In fonner y^ars, howeFer, the passive was muck 
worse. Troutbeck says, the iBhabitaQts *^ want a constant 
and even monthly commanication with England, for many 
reasons : « * « * they ha^e been seyeral we^ks wkhont 
nceiTiBg any j^oviaioii or uitelU^nce from t)M ■laui**' 
But Heath's account was still more deploraUe* '' TkwM^ 
Islands,** says he, " not being f«r«iished wkb a decked 
vessel for crossing over those seas in rough weaiher, and 
one not being allowed by tlfe Government for that purpose^ 
a passage, depending so much on the wealber, is sddom 
performed oftener than once in a moiifli, or six wedu, io 
tine summer; but in the winter not so oft^. And ar 
they" (i. e. the passages) ** are usualfy made in small cpem 
Jisher-boats, amidst the running of several cross- tides, vio* 
lently affected by sudden changes to bad weather, thepoi' 
ungers are forced to venture at the extreme hazard of their 
Hiffee, when necessity 'or duty calls tfaem.*^ It is some con* 
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Here, then, appears a fit oj^ortunity for l^o 
intevfereace of Govanmieiity in providing some 
meire desvrable HHHle of conveyance for those 
whese business or pl^sure induces them to 
Kisit SciKy. Whiie every session of Parliar 
nent is productive of fresh enactmi^ts for 
wideaii^ and improving roads» repairing 
lNri%es» vtgiA^itms the number of coach-pas*- 
9c»gevfi» and punishing i»stajices of miscon-^ 
4iict in the proprietors and drivers of wheeled 
vehicles of almost every description; why 
shouid individuak, whose less auspicious fate 
compels them to travel by water in these pdirts^ 
be left to shift for themselves^ — without dis- 
tiiiction of s^e, sex, or condition, — ^in any con-^ 
veyance which they may be able to procure? 
Notwithstanding the acknowledged skill and 
care of the pearsons navigating the present pac- 

8«laUioii to reflect that these cases of extreme danger are 
90 l<«ger known; althoi^h the recital forcibly recalls the 
recollection of these times when country gentlemen, about 
to undertake the long and perilous journey to London^ first 
made their wills, and afterwards filled their holsters with 
pistols and their pockets with provisions, to defend and 
eupport them on the road ; and when a new coach was 
advertised to run from York to London in the *' ineredMtf* 
ipace of three days! Great facilities and accommodations 
have since been found for almost all classes who have oc- 
casion to travel by land or by water ; yet the admission 
of amelioration by no means supersedes* the expediency 
•f seeking perfection. 
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kets, it must be obvious that no great accom^ 
EQodation can be found in vessels of such small 
dimensions, with a cabin scarcely larger than 
a closet, and to which all sorts of passengers 
have indiscriminate access. It is desirable, 
therefore, that the Scilly packet should be 
equal in size and accommodations to those 
belonging to Guernsey and Jersey, and that a 
cutter should be provided for this purpose, in 
all respects fitted to brave the violence of the 
sea; to defray the expence of which, an in- 
creased rate on passage, freight, and postage, 
should be allowed. 

The return of the packets is an object of 
great and general curiosity amongst the island* 
ers ; nor will this be wondered at when it is 
considered that this is the only means enjoyed 
of receiving goods and letters from England. 
From the Telegraph, the vessels are disco- 
vered as soon as they get out of Mount's !Bay» 
and a small red flag is immediately hoisted to 
give notice to that effect, which is answered 
by a fragment of a pendant displayed from the 
Star Castle. In the evening, on the approach 
of the vessels to the shore, the quay and other 
proximate places are crowded by men, women, 
and children, all anxious to see strangers and 
hear news. On my first arrival at Scilly, the 
following lines of the facetious Peter Pindar, 
on the Margate hoy, struck me as forcibly 
applicable to the scene before me : 
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^ 60, beauteous hojr ! in safety ev'ry inch ;— 
** That storms should wreck thee» Heav'n forbid ! 

*' Whether commanded by brave Captain Finch\ 
" Or,— equally tremendous — Captain Kidd! 

^ Soon as thou gett'st within the pier 

** All Margate will be out, I trow; 
*' And people rush ti'om far and near, 

'< As if thou hadst wild beasts to shew.*' 

Another very important improvement to St. 
Mary's, would be the extension of the Pool, 
by carrying out the pier to Rat Island; — a 
situation so eligible, that it is surprizing^ how 
it could have been overlooked when the pre- 
sent quay was constructed. Rat Island is 
about fifty yards from the quay, in a Nor- 
therly direction from the garrison ; and, being 
connected with the Ray Rocky — on which 
part of the pier is built, — by a fine rocky neck 
(dry at low water,) would, when thus im- 
proved, form a most valuable shelter to a 
great part of the Pool which is now exposed, 
as it would also be a most convenient spot for 
the erection of store-houses. From the nature 
of the soil, and the abundance of &tone to be 
procuried both at Rat Island, under the gar-- 
risen, and by the demolition of a great par^ 
of the present pier, this useful work might b^ 
completed by capitalists at the sum of about 
two thousand pounds, which would return 
4rom ten to fifteen per cent interest on a rate 
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of a halfpenny per ton on all vessels putting 
into Scilly. This is one of the most simple, 
feasible, and easy improvements to which my 
attention has for some time been directed^ 
and I do venture to indulge the hope that it 
will be carried into execution. 

The present quay, which is about one hun* 
dred and thirty yards long, (although more 
than half of its length is above high-water 
mark inwards ) was rebuilt by the date Earl of 
Godolphiu, in the year 1751, on the 9ite of the 
old quay, at an expence of eleven hundred 
pounds ; but, for want of piles to {Hfeveut 
vessels from heaving against it by the force of 
the sea, the quay -head has been iknooked 
away, and the quay itself has sustained much 
injury. With the exceptions before mentioned^ 
it is a solid and well- compacted piece of 
building, affording shelter to vessels of one 
hundred and fifty tons burthen, lying either 
sdongdide, or on the strand. 

Jjastly, but not of least importance amongst 
the improvements of St. Mary's must be men* 
tioned the repair of the sea-banks, particularijT 
at Forth Gressa and Old Town. At the latter 
pkkce, the encroachments of the sea are too 
painfully visible : The banks have been suf- 
fered to lie in ruin for a great number of years: 
Several yards in depth of the cliff have been 
washed away, and the lower part of the 
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Church-yard k almost daily threatened widi 
the (dame Aite. — By the irruption of the ocean 
flrom Forth Cressa over the low sandy isthmiia 
before notieed, Hngh Town has been- repeat- 
edly inundated, and will, in the end, be 
probably ewc^t away, unless proper measures 
stre speedily taken to avert so direfiil a ca^ 
tastr<^he. 

^^ By the low situation of this town,'' says 
lEeath, **or the ill contrivance of those that 
built it, being almost level with every h^ 
tide, the water comes into some of the 
dwellers' yards, and houses. The Town, a« 
it is at present situated, is subject to be des- 
troyed by inundation of the sea; which, if it 
should happen in the night, the people a^e 
also liable to be drowned in their beds. For, 
on Sept. 26, 1744, in the afternoon, it being • 
very high tide, the sea rolled in vast moun*- 
ftdns, driven by the winds, and broke over tfa« 
hanks of Pereressa J T^xt the Southward, whena 
it entered the town with such violence and 
rapidity, as threatened the levelling of all the 
houses. One of the torrents, passing directly 
over the isthmus to the Pool, took a house 
away there as it went; other parts of it went 
tiirough the steward's former house, which it 
partly destroyed, filling the rooms and carry- 
ing away the furniture with it: A third torrent 
beyond this c^mie down and joined it> passing 
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both together through the streets of the town 
with great Airy to the opposite sea; also 
carrying away famitare, and iilliiig the rooms 
of the houses. The damages done to some, at 
that time, were very considerable. If it had 
happened in the night time/ as it did in 
the afternoon, when several inhabitants were 
obliged to quit their houses at the .upper 
windows, and fly 'for refuge, it is reasonably 
supposed, that those who now escaped would 
have been drowned people. Most of the 
inhabitants were drawn out of their houses, 
before the flood began, by a curiosity to 
behold the prospect of the sea, appearing as 
if it was going to overwhelm the whole town ; 
but they were forced to fly before its fury, 
as it suddenly pacssed over its bounds, near 
which, among the rest," says he, ** I hap- 
pened to be present. At this time great stones 
were thrown by the sea into some housee 
standing next it, in different parts of the 
Island ; the walls of some houses were beat 
down, and the dwellers therein had but just 
time to escape with their lives out of the 
windows before it. Most, of the low-land was 
overflowed, and some of the stone hedges 
levelled." Heath also states that both Old 
Town and Church Town received great dam- 
^e by the inundation before mentioned. 

In the year 1755, when the city of Lisbon 
was destroyed by an earthquake, the shock of 
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that awful occurrence was distinctly felt at 
Scilly. A noise, ^as of distant thunder, was 
heard; — a tremulous motion was perceived in 
several parts of the Islands ; and, although it 
was then low water, the tidei rushed suddenly 
in, to the height of several feet : It withdrqw 
with the same impetuosity ; and, in the space of 
a minute and a half, again returned and retired 
with the same violence ; after which it began 
to flow regularly at its usual hour. — The air, 
during this time, was perfectly calm. 

But, — ^to return to the subject of inunda- 
tions, — ^Troutbeck mentions that, on the 7th of 
December, 1771, there happened to be a high 
tide, when the sea broke in from Forth Gressa, 
and filled the town ; which, nevertheless, did 
not suffer materially by this irruption. The 
riolence of the storm, however, caused the 
crew of a West-Indiaman, then lying in St. 
Mary's Roads^ to cut away her masts, to pre- 
vent foundering. 

I believe it was in consequence of this over-^ 
flow that fences, or sea-banks, were erected 
by the then Agent of Lord Godolphin. But» 
either through defect in the materials then 
used, or through neglect of subsequent re^ 
pairs, the&e fences soon became dilapidated, 
and scarcely any of their ruins are now tp 
be seen. 

In January^ 1817, another deluge took 
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place, which, though happily unattended with 
the lose of lives, was productive of great 
alarm, and did much damage to the houses 
and furniture of many individuals : The pro- 
vidential shifting of the wind, alone saved the 
town from destruction. — Several fish were left 
on the Parade, on the recess of the tide. 

So lately as the 22nd of October, 1820, 
another dreadful storm took place; and, at 
high water (spring tide) the scene was awfully 
distressing. The wind blew with resistless 
violence; several houses shook dreadfully; 
the spray flew in showers over the highest 
points of land ; the sea was within a foot of 
tjie level of the town, and actually entered 
several dwelling-houses, courtlages, and store- 
houses. Had the wind blown in a Southerly 
instead of a Westerly direction the town would 
inevitably have been overflowed. Much in- 
jury was done to the shipping and small craft 
at that time. His Majesty's brig Shamrock^ 
th^a lying at Tresco, was obliged to cut away 
h6th her masts; several vessels parted their 
cables; a large American ship dragged her 
anchors and was stranded (after cutting away 
her foremast) near the Crow Rock ; and a fine 
sloop of about twenty tons, was dashed to 
piecea on the Eastern side of St. Mary's Har- 
bour. Of these things 1 was an ocular wit- 
ness. 
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la consequence of the late irruption of the 
waters, and the continual apprehensions enter- 
tained of a similar visitation, attended, perhaps 
with circumstances of a more disastrous na- 
ture than have yet been experienced ; a sub- 
scription has recently been set on foot amongst 
a few of the principal inhabitants of that part 
of the town which is more immediately ex- 
posed to danger from the sea, and some pro«; 
tection may be afforded by the plan adopted ; 
which is^ to bring together such a quantity of 
large stones on the beach, just above high^ 
water mark, as shall not only increase tho 
height of the bank, but also, by compression, 
consolidate the sand beneath it, in such a 
manner as to prevent its shifting before a 
heavy sea, and thereby opening a passage to 
j^the waters. — ^The aid of Government, or of 
the Lord Proprietor, is, however, necessary to 
insure the preservation of the town, as well as 
of the Church, the exposed and dangerous 
situation of which has been noticed before. 

It may, however, be proper to remark, that 
in order to produce an extensive inundatipn, 
the combination of several circumstances is 
necessary : These are, the highest spring-tide, 
at the exact time of the moon being full; 
stormy weather, or much rain ; and a strong 
Southerly wind, — Forth Cressa being par- 
ticularly exposed on that quarter. Such a 
concmTence of elemental hostility is but sel- 
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dom known; and hence, rather than to aivy 
human foresight or exertions, have the inhabi- 
tants of Hugh Town been hitherto preserved. * 
It should also be observed that the rocks in 
and around Forth Cressa, how offensive soever 
to the eye, are of signal use in breaking the 
force of the waves as they roll into the bay, 
and thus protecting the sands from their vio- 
lence. On the other hand, what has been may 
be; or, a gi^eater stonn«than has yet been ex- 
perienced here, may accomplish what preced- 
ing visitations only threatened. When the 
Scilly Islands shall be regarded with an in- 
terest commensurate to their importance, it 
may be hoped that this momentous subject 
will not be overlooked. However, unless 
some efficient measures be speedily adopted, 
the next generation may contemplate at St. 
Mary's what have so long been objects of 
curiosity amidst the Off-islands; — the forma-, 
tion of more islets by the separation of the 
land; — ^houses buried in the sand; and the 
water flowing, in confessed and indisputable 
sovereignty, over the subjected shore.""™ 

""" Of the only means, under Heaven, by which these 
effects can he prevented,— namely hy the construction of 
dykes and marshes, the curious reader may find some 
interesting particulars in the account of the alluvial land 
of the Danish Islands in the Baltic and on the coast of 
Sleswick. See Professor Jameson's Notes to Cuvier^s 
Theory of the Earth. 3rd edit. pp. 202-^217. 
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SUPPLEMENT 



Ta 



Chapter I. 



THE EASTERN ISLANDS. 

JSituatianj Number^ and Names of the Eastern 
Islands. — Compared with the larger Isles of 
Scilly. — Description of t/ie Appearance and 
Curiosities of the most remarkable of these 
Islands. — Norenuer. — Singular Circumstance 
observable in the Channel betwixt this and 
the adjacent Island.— Ganilly. — Minewithen. /^ 

'—Great and Little Arthur. — Ragged Island. 
— Ledges and Rocks. — Observations. 



On the North-East side of St. Mary's, and 
on the South- East of St. Martin's, and about 
half way between those two Islands, lies a 
little Archipelago called the Eastern Is- 
lands. They are ten in number, and are 
situate immediately at the entrance of 8t 
Mary's Road. The two innermost, which lie 
in a line, North and South, are called Great 
Gannick and Little Gannick. The two next, 
which lie in a line North-West and South- 
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East, are called Great and Little Arthur; 
but these are joined, and form but one Island, 
at low water. The other six (which are re* 
ducible to no line) are Great Ganhilly^ Little 
Ganhillyj Norenuer^ Ragged Island^ Menof- 
witheuj and Innisvouls. The two latter lie in 
a line (due North and South) with a large 
rock called Hinjake or Hangjacky and form 
the Eastern boundary of Scilly. 

The space between the South side of these 
Islets and the North Eastern side of St. 
Mary's, is called Crow Sounds which is the 
Eastern entrance into St. Mary's Road. Thid 
Sound is about a mile in breadth. 

The dimensions of the Islets, respectively, 
have been mentioned in a former part of this 
work."* Their united measurement is not 
much more than one hundred and twenty acres. 

Diminutive as these Islands are, and, ap- 
parently, destitute of the means of affording 
the most common and necessary articles of 
food, some of them appear to have been 
formerly inhabited ! On Great Arthur^ which 
may be called the St. Mary's of this Archi- 
pelago, are not only burrows, but the remains 
of inclosures.''** It may also be noticed that 



"" Chap. i. Part I. pages 5 and 6. 
•• Having ventured this comparison — (" «c parms com.'' 
j^oTiere magna tolebam^) it may be observed, by referring 
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there is a spring of fresh crater on Great Go- 
nilly, though now much choked by sand, and 
for want of due attention in clearing it. Evaa 
at present, in Summer time, a few people take 
up their abode here for many wed^s in a 
temporary hut, for the purpose of cutting sea- 
weed, for kelp, from the rocks around. The 
appearance of the wreaths of smoke rising 
amidst the dun verdure and hoai'y earns of 
these petty isles, is pleasing and picturesque. 

I shall bri^y describe the appearance and 
peculiarities of the Islands as they are seen in 
^proaching from St. Martin's. 

Norenuer, called by some, Little Crow Is- 
landi is in form of an irregular obtuse cone. 
Its sides are covered with that mossy verdure 
so common to all the Islands in their unculti- 
vated state, at the termination of which, near 
the sea, is a kind of wild grass, very long, and 



to the map, that the whole cluster of the Eastern Islaads 
has some resemblance, in shape and position, to the InsuloR 
MagncBl If Great Arthur be taken lor St. Mary's, Little 
Arthur will stand for Tresco : Great Ganilly will repre- 
sent St. Martin's, and Norenner the White Island on its 
North side. Bryher and Samson will find no unfaith- 
ful likenesses in Great and LUtleGannick; but I am sorry 
that I can find no better substitute for St. Agnes than 
the Biggal and its surrounding rocks ! Innisvouls, Little 
Ganilly, Ragged Island, and Minawithen, will remain aS 
they have long been, — the Eastern Islands ! 
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of a rash-like appearance. There are several 
romantic carns> on the summit of the hill, and 
almost perpendicular on the sea side, to which 
they descend. Sand and stones skirt the base 
of the Island, which is very remarkable for 
being surrounded with Jlat rocks, of great 
breadth, ranning into the sea in regular strata, 
and extending to Ganilly in such perfection 
that the bed of the channel between these two 
Islands, (which can clearly be discerned 
through the transparency of the water) looks 
as if it had been paved! 

Great Ganilly^ as approached from Nore- 
nuer, has a regular and pleasing appearance. 
It is nearly level on top, expanding gradually 
towards the base. The shore is skirted by 
dark rocks for nearly one half its extent, and 
by light-coloured stones on the other. Above 
this is a level plain, from which the main hill 
rises abruptly, and with a fatiguing ascent. 
Its sides are sprinkled with grey granite mas- 
ses, and at the extremity of its summit, on the 
right, is a large burrow, forming a conical 
hillock. 

On the South Eastern side of the Island are 
the remains of several hedges, and the soil ap- 
pears to be very good. There is a singular 
kind of wall of lofty rocks, running along this 
part of the Island, which has evidently been 
much shaken by storms. Several of the rpcks 
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appear as if in the act of falling, and most of 
them are indented by numerous natural exca^^ 
vations. The hills are covered with particles 
of granite ; and there is much sand, of a fine 
quality, on the shore, where there are some 
pleasant bays, very convenient for bathing. 
This Island is about six hundred yards long, 
from North- West to South- East, 

The outline of Minewithen resembles the 
posture of a lion coucfmnt. That part whichi 
would represent the head of that animal, is 
composed of solid rocks, divided by a wide 
and black chasm, extending from the bottom 
nearly to the top, but not very deep inwards. 
The rocks are precipitous and bluff, and the 
water is very deep and dark, even close in to 
the shore. The land is high ; very difficult of 
ascent; and covered with long wild grass^ 
growing in large tufts, which, if burnt, might 
be made good dressing. 

* Great Arthur is remarkable for having the 
best landing place in all Scilly ! consisting of 
a finci sandy beach, gently sloping, and guard- 
ed on each side by smooth rocks, stretching 
to a small distance in the sea and forming a 
complete bason. On a very commanding 
eminence on this Island, is a cromlech and 
sepulchral cave, in very good order. The 
walls of this cave consist of large flat stones, 
laid with their edges smooth; and there are 
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two very large stones laid flat at the head of 
the grave, vrhich appears to have been opened* 
It is about twelve feet long, four fe^ 4^^9 
and five feet and a half wide; and is sur-- 
rounded by an artificial mound, about forty 
yards in circumference : At a little distance 
are two other burrows. 

The hills on this Island are high, but small, 
and are connected by a ridge of rocks, run- 
ning aloi^ the summit of the whole. Many 
of those rocks are strangely defaced by the 
weather. The soil, on the side of the hills, is 
good, and the remains of ancient hedges, and 
other vestiges of cultivation, are very visible. 

JLittle Arthur^ which is very flat, has also 
three ancient burial-places; one of which k 
large and square, like a famUy-vault. 

Ragged Island is well named: It is a 
mere cluster of black, irregular, and dreary 
rocks. 

The other Islands have nothing in them de« 
"serving particular notice. 

Various ledges and clusters of rocks lie be* 
tween the Eastern Islands and St. Martin's; 
particularly the HattSy the Ikimascems, and 
the English Ledge. This chalmel, or sound, 
is therefore dangerous, and only fit for small 
vessels. 

Between Norenuer and Hinjake is Mould 
Ledge^ which always presents three pointed 
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rocks considerably above the surface of the 
water. 

Formidable as this enumeration of rocks 
and dangers may appear, it is, nevertheless^ 
pleasing to reflect, that no instances are re- 
corded or remembered of their having proved 
disastrous to life or property. The greater 
part bf the wrecks for which Scilly has ac- 
quired an unhappy celebrity, has been con- 
fined to the Western Rocks, off St. Agnes; 
and even there they have generally happened 
through the unskilfulness of navigators, in not 
keeping their due parallel of latitude and at** 
tending to the Westerly variation of the com- 
pass. But on this subject the reader will find 
sufficient observations in a former part of thi« 
work.pp 



pp See Part I. <;hap. i, p. 2, note ; also the conclusiom 
of chap. ii. of the same Part. 
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Chapter IL 
St. MARTIN S ISLAND. 

JPositiony Dimensions^ and Population of the 
Island. — Observatio'ns on its former State. — 
St Martin's FlatSy and Rocks. — Cruther's 
Hill. — Higher Town and Bay. — Church. — 
Various Rocks, Points, and Headlands, des" 
cribed. — Pope's Hole. — St. Martins Hecid, 
and Day-Mark. — The Seven Stones. — St. 
Martins Bay. — Culver Hole. — Extraxn-di- 
nary Changes on the Surface oftlie Island. — 
White Island, and Cavern. — Remarkable 
Rocks and Cams. — Lower Toum and Mid- 
dle Town. — School. — Singular Account of 
a Fish. — Tean Island. — St. Helen's. — 
NoRTHwiTHEL. — St. Helen s Pool. — Various 
Rocks described. 



On the North-North-East side of St. Mary's* 
from the nearest point of which it is distant 
about two miles, (but, from the Pool, four) lies 
the Island of St. Martin's.* Its length, from 

* Although St. Martin's is not equal in size or impor- 
tance to Tresco^ it is here described first, in order t» 
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£ast-So!ith-East to West-North- West, is nearly 
two miles ; and its circuit, six miles. It is 
narrower in the middle than at its extremities^ 
but its average breadth is three quarters of a 
mile. It contains seven hundred and twenty 
acres, sixty houses, and two hundred and 
eighty inhabitants, chiefly pilots and fisher- 
men. The houses are divided into Higher 
Town, situate on the hill above the bay on the 
South- East side of the Island ; — Middle Town, 
the name of which declares its situation, al- 
though it does not express its state, which is, 
five or six cottages exhibiting the most deplo- 
rable picture of wretchedness; — and Lower 
Town, situate near the point of land next to 
Tean Island. 

This Island probably derived its present 
name fi'om the monks during their stay at 
Tresco. No clue exists to guide to its ancient 
denomination. The names of the most re- 
markable rocks and places in and near it, are 
either British, or of still more modem de- 
rivation. 



enable the reader to sweep tlie circuit of Scilly in tbo 
order in which the Islands present themselves to the view 
at St. Mary's. By referring to the map^ or general 
representation of the off-islands as seen from the garrisoK 
at the former place^ the utility of this order will be suf« 
ficiently apparent^ 
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Troutbeck (whose work was printed in 1794) 
saySy that ^' about one hundred and sixty years 
ago," St. Martins, ''had not one inhabitant;" 
a^d again, — " about a century ago the^e were 
not above three or four families upon this 
island." When his book was published, the 
population consisted of ''upwards of thirty 
families, and about one hundred and eighty 
ijohabitants, who" were "all related to each 
other." At present there are more than fifty 
families on the Island ; and, by what means 
soever it was recently depopulated, it is plain 
that it must formerly have been fully inhabited; 
which is evident both from the number of ita 
l^rrows, and the great quantity of human 
bones found, not only on digging the ceme- 
tery, but in two high banks of sat^d, near 
Lower Town. It is very remarkable that, 
though those banks were above twenty feet 
high, yet, on the pand being shifted by the sea, 
many years since, a great number of graves, of 
various sizes, l^ecame apparent ; the dimen* 
sions of each grave being accurately marked 
by stones set up, in an upright position, in 
form of a coffin, and their uniform longitude 
being East and West. 

It is probable that St. Martin's was fully 
cultivated in former times, as the remains of 
ojld hedges are to be seen on either side of the 
ridge which runs along the middle of the 
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Island, as also on the high land between the 
principal town and the day-mark. At present^ 
however, the greater part of it lies waste, and 
^nly affording commonage for cattle. In 
many places the soil has been buried by the 
vast accumulations of sand blown up from 
the sea shore. What is cultivated, however^ 
affords good pasture, as well as plentiful crops 
ofcomaBd potatoes; and much more might 
be brought into tillage by skill and per^ 
severance. 

St. Martins Flats are large sand banks, 
nearly twice the dimensions of the whole 
Island ; their extreme length, from North*£ast 
to South-West, (where they join the Sandy 
Bar, at St. Mary's) being about two miles; and* 
their average breadth, from West- North- West 
to East-South-Ea^t, one mile and a quarter. 
They are dry — (with the exception, perhaps, 
of a few shallow pools ) — at low water, spring 
tides ; when not only Tresco and St. Mary's, 
but even the Eastern Islands, seem attainably 
by this sandy plain; and 1 have even heard of 
some who have actually walked across to the 
two former places, never finding the water to 
reach higher than their knees. The attempt, 
however, must be very dangerous, owing to 
the looseness and consequent instability of 
the sand. 

About midway between St. Mary's and St> 
Martin's is an extensive ledge, supporting a 
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large rock, called the Gouthers. On* the 
South* West side of St Martin's is a lofty, 
promontory, called Cruther's HUU about one 
hundred and twenty feet high. This is, per-^ 
haps, the most remarkable spot on the Island. 
The sides of the Hill are very steep ; and fern, 
moss, and a coarse, rank grass, luxuriate 
around it. But, from its summit to its base, 
en either side, it is thickly strewn with im* 
mense masses of granite ; some so lightly re- 
clining on other blocks, that they appear every 
instant about to roll from the spot on which 
they have been so wonderfully thrown. On 
the top of this hill are three large and higk 
burrows, surrounded and covered with rocks, 
*lying in a direct line North and South, at aa 
interval of about sixty yards from each other. 
In consequence of these three protuberances, 
the intermediate space has a very ridgy ap- 
pearance. The top stones of one of those 
burrows having been removed, this ancient 
place of sepulture lies open, and discovers a 
grave of immense size. It is r^;ularly formed 
of mason's work, at the sides, head, and bot« 
torn. It is shaped like a coffin, but its length 
is^ fourteen feet ; its breadth four, and its depth 
three. The huge rocks around it add much 
to the wild solemnity of the scene. 

There is a rude qiLay on the East side of 
Cruther's Hill, and a small pier on the West ; 
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but both these places are dangerous for land* 
ing, ( as indeed, are most of those in the Off- 
Islands) on account of the number of rocks 
and large stones, — many of them peaked, and 
rendered slippery by being over-grown with 
ore- weed, — over which it is necessary to 
scramble before reaching the land. The Is- 
landers, accustomed to those rude landing- 
places, are too indolent to endeavour to im- 
prove them, but to persons unused to such 
ways, they must needs be extremely unplea* 
sant ; and this excites a feeling of dissatisfac- 
tion, that the facilities afforded by nature for 
the construction of safe and commodious 
quays, have not been improved; and that 
some of the numerous blocks which now im- 
pede a landing, have not been employed by 
human industry so as to favour it, and to pro- 
tect the boats of the Islanders. — ^The shallow- 
ness of the water on the Flats, at ebb-tide, 
prevents even small boats from reaching the 
shore at such times. 

On the hill to the East of Cruthers is Higher 
Town; behind which is St. Martin's Church. 
The town consists of about forty-six houses, 
for the most part standing in rows of three or 
four each, and generally facing the bay or the 
road. These houses are all built of stone, 
and two stories high, but chiefly (Covered with 
thatch. — A good, though narrow road, leads 
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to the town from the pier on either side of 
Cruther's HilL 

From the top of the hill on \vhich Higheif 
Town is situated, down to the sandy beach 
that skirts the shore, the greater part of the 
ground is divided into small inclosures, and 
cultivated. Beheld from the water, on a fine 
day, this view is pleasing. The pellucidness 
of the sea, through which the sand, rocks, and 
weeds at the bottom, are distinctly visible ; — 
the spacious bay, with its >broad, sabulous, 
glittering strand; — the boats of varied size, 
construction, and colour, lying near the Pre* 
ventive Boat house, — along the beach, — or 
gently riding on thp waves; — the varied hues 
of cultivation adorning the steep acclivity of 
tl|e shore ; — ^the whited walls of many of the^ 
dwellings by which the whole is overtopped; 
— ^the rocky chaos on Cruther's Hill, to the 
left: — the bold cliff, and fresh green ocean 
stretching to the extent of the horizon, on the 
right; altogether form a picture which may 
be contemplated with much interest. 

The Ckwrch is described by Troutbeck as 
"a decent structure, handsomely seated," 
but \ question if ever those terms could, with 
strict justice, be applied to it. That writer 
also states that ^^ a gentleman of Dortmauth 
contributed liberally towards the expence of 
lengthening the Church, and raising the roof 
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higher, which was formerly low, and covered 
with thatch. The side wall," he adds, "was 
then only seven feet high, and twenty feet 
long. The door was then in the West end ; 
but since it has been altered, the door is in the 
South side, near the West end. The roof was 
raised five feet, and is now covered with 
pantiles. The Church is now thirty feet in 
length within, and fourteen in breadth, and 
has one bell, about half a hundred weight." 
Such was the state of this building in Trout- 
beck's time. Before that, with its dwarf walls 
and straw roof, it must have been diminutive 
and miserable indeed. Heath, who does not 
appear to have concerned himself much about 
ecclesiastical affairs, in his brief account of 
St. Martin's (included in the compass of half 
a page ! ) does not even notice its Church, ?il- 
though, in another place, he says, " the four 
Off-Island teachers, who are fishermen, are 
appointed by the Agent to read prayers, and 
preach in their respective Churches (of Tresco, 
Bryer, St. Martin's, and St. Agnes) according 
to the doctrine of the Church of England. 
They are men," says he, " chosen for their ex- 
emplary morals, and are no ill grace to the 
pulpit." — (Here it may be observed, enpcissant, 
that none of the Off-Island Churches had a 
pulpit in Heath's time; — even a few months 
since, three out of the four, had only reading- 

s 2 
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desks ! )— •** Their reward," he adds, ** is their 
reputation, in which they endeavour to excel ; 
and they practise goodness for esteem. What 
is farther remarkable of these Off-Island Cler^ 
gy [is, that] they take no surplice-fees, nor re- 
quire any." Of these two paragraphs, neither- 
is correct ; and the latter seems to convey an 
illiberal insinuation, which should be explain- 
ed : — The clerks of the different Off-Islands 
receive yearly the sum of twenty shillings from 
the Duke of Leeds, and as mucb from the in- 
habitants of the respective Islands to which 
they belong. " Surplice- Fees," of course^ 
they had no right to ** take," as they per- 
fdrmed no duties on which fees are charge- 
able ; but on marriages and christenings they 
have generally received a small present from 
the parties most interested. The surplice-fees 
of all the Islands are paid ta the Duke's chap- 
lain at St. Mary's. 

There are no records extant to shew when 
St. Martin's Church was originally built ; but, 
from the great number of bones found in its 
cemetery, it is probable that it has been used 
as a place of sepulture for some centuries. 

Perhaps the following particulars, relative 
to the present state of the Church, may not be 
unacceptable to the friends of religion, es- 
pecially to those of the national Establish- 
ment* 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



CN9.n-l THE SCILLY ISLANDS. 281 

On my arrival at Scilly (in the month of 
June, 1820) as missionary to the Islands of 
St. Martin's and St. Agnes, I found the 
Church of the former in a state little short 
of ruinous. The walls without were over- 
grown with tufts of grass ; within they were 
damp and mildewed. The roof was cracked 
in many places, admitting the rain freely ; and 
many of the beams and rafters were so decay- 
ed as to crumble away when rubbed between 
the finger and thumb ! The floor ( which was 
of lime-ash) was much broken ; and the pews 
were so crazy and worm-eaten as to be falling 
to pieces. There was no altar, no font, no 
pulpit, no tower ; — scarcely, indeed was there 
any thing, either external or internal, denoting 
the House of Prayer. A small sun*dial, fixed 
on a rude stone pillar in the church-yard — 
fthe more remarkable as being the only one of 
the kind, so applied, in any of the Islands) 
alone denoted the hours of service. The 
Church was much too small to accommodate 
the increased population of the Island, and 
the people were too poor to contribute any 
thing, but their manual labour during the win- 
ter-months, to its improvement. I applied, 
therefore, on their behalf, to that excellent 
Institution, the Society for Promoting the 
Enlargement and Building of Churches and 
Chapels ; and I feel happy in having this pub- 
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lie opportunity of testifying the kind and 
prompt attention li^hich my application an4 
subsequent communications experienced. The 
Society made the liberal grant of Two Hun- 
dred Pounds towards enlarging the building ; 
and that desirable work, which was begun 
about the end of January, 1821, was com* 
pleted within less than four* months ; parties 
of the. Islanders attending daily and gratui* 
tously to raise and carry stones and clay» 
(which were found in great abuiidance near 
the Church) and otherwise to assist the work^ 
men.^ The building (which, with the except 
tion of the West end, and a part of the side 
walls, is altogether new) has been extended 
to the length of sixty feet; the walls have 
been raised a foot and a half; and the sandv 
which had long been accumulating around 
them, having been removed to that depth, tb^ 
apparent additional height is three feet, — the 
whole being fifteen feet clear. The roof, with 
its little garret-like windows, has been re* 
moved, and replaced by a substantial frame 
work, covered with slatei and having smali 
sky-lights. The dooi: has been placed in ite 
former and most eligible station, at the West 

* The value of the labour of the islanders on this work 
(estimated at th% rate of eighteen pence per diem, each 
man) was above nimty jiound^. 
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end. A large gothic \irinddw, with lead 
sashes, ornaments the Eastern extremity of 
the Church, where a plaiii and suitable altar 
has been erected- The burying -ground, — 
which was formerly a mere croft, surrounded 
(but not defended) by a low, tottering hed^e, 
— has been extended every way, nearly ten 
yards from the Church, and inclosed by a 
wall, aboQt four feet and a half high ; having a 
small iron gate, instead of a rude stone stile, 
at its entrance ; and a plain cupola, supported 
by four stone pillars, and surmounted by a 
ball, weather-cock, &e. adorns the West end. 
The Church was re-6pened for public worship 
on Sunday the third day of June. — A small 
tablet fixed against the wall, over the Dukes 
JSeat, records the means by which those de- 
sirable improvements were accomplished. 

At the Eastern extremity of Higher Town 
Bay', and opposite the English Ledge ( before 
noticed ) is a round hill called English Island 
Point ; which is crowned by a small earn, and 
distinguished by an ancient grave and a little 
circle of stones. 

From English Island Point to St; Martin's 
Head, — ( a distance, from South to North, of 
about three <}Uarters of a mile ) — the shore is 
indented in a number of bays and creeks: 
The rocks, in maiiy places, especially on and 
near the headlands, are piled, almost per- 
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pendicularly, to a great height ; and the land, 
— ^which is some of the highest in Scilly, — ^isi 
extremely precipitous. Between the different 
points, or headlands, the ground is scooped 
into several lai^e amphitheatres. The edges 
of the clilSs, along the greater part of this 
coast cannot be approached without danger 
of giddiness. 

Off this coast are various high rocks and 
broad ledges ; particularly Chimney Rock^ 
Chapel Rockj and that extensive cluster called 
Hard Lewis: Yet the interfluent water is 
so deep, that small vessels may safely come 
between these rocks and the shore, if they be 
provided with skilful pilots. 

On the shore nearly opposite Chimney 
Rock, is a remarkable pile of rocks called 
Cam Levereth. It is nearly a hundred feet 
high, and so smooth towards the sea, as to 
present the appearance of the walls of a castle; 
the effect of which is heightened by a small 
platform of natural rock (twelve feet broad, 
and sixteen feet long) lying at its base. 

** About a hundred yards further North'' 
says Troulbeck, "is a ^subterraneous' cavern, 
called the Pope's Hole, about fifty fathoms 
under the ground, into which the sea flows, so 
called from a sort of a bird which roosts in it 
by night, above ninety feet high above the 
level of the water." ! ! I confess I had some 
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difficulty to understand this passage. On 
personal inspection and enquiry, however, I 
found the place attlided to, which is situated 
at the head of a small creek ; the shores of 
which are stiff, rocky, and dangerous. The 
cliff is about eighty feet high, and the aper- 
ture, — which is shaped like a regular and 
finely-pointed gothic arch, is about fifty feet 
high in the middle, and near twenty feet wide. 
The land above, and on each side of the clifi^ 
is high and precipitous ; the water around i» 
deep and dark. Of the extent of this, natural 
passage, into which the sea has at all times a 
firee ingress, I can say nothing, as I never 
visited it in a boat ; nor could I find anjr 
one who had ever explored it— It derives itt 
name from its being a place of shelter to some 
puffins, vnlgo^*^ popes." 

St. Martins Head is a bold point of rocks 
rising abruptly from the sea, and guarding the 
North-Eastern promontory of the Island, the 
height of which is about* one hundred and 
aixty feet. This point is rendered still more 
conspicuous by a Day-Mark^ erected on an 
apparently -artificial mound of earth. The 
Day-Mark is a round tower, twenty feet high^ 
surmounted by a conic top, of nearly the same 
height; and, the whole being plastered, and 
frequently white-washed, is well adapted to 
answer the purpose of its erection, being 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



268 PRESENT STATE OF [VSTtlL 

Tisible at a distance of many leagues. The 
tower is built of stone, and within it there is a 
very narrow flight of ste^» leading to a floor, 
whence, through some small square Apertures 
in the wall, the Land's End, and the whole of 
the Scilly Islands, may be seen. A stone 
over the door- way bears the initials " T. E. " 
and the date of the erection of the building, — 
" 1687.'* The person designated by the above 
letters was Mr. Thomas Ekins, the first steward 
of the Godolphin family who resided upbn the 
Islands. He obtained a long lea^e of St. 
Mairtins from the ^'Lord Pi^oprietof," and con- 
tributed very much to its cultivation, and im- 
provement— ^There is no person of the same 
name now dn Scilly. 

During the late v^ar, a few houseiii were 
erected near the Day- Mark, as a signal sta- 
tion. The walls, which are, of stone, still 
remain, in good condition; but the wood-work 
has been removed. — Much ground hereabout 
might be advantageously brought into cul- 
tivation. The soil is good; and the few in? 
croachments that have recetrtly been made on 
the bare common, for agricultural purposes, 
bear plentiAil crops. It is painful, therefore, 
to see so much land, capable of improvement, 
still lying waste. 

Directing the view to the sea, — about three 
leagues North- North- East from St. Martin's 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



city. II-] THE SCILLY ISLANDS. 26t 

Head is the extensive as;seinblage of rocks 
called the Seven Stones^ which have already 
been noticed in disdiissing the tradition of the 
LioMsse.^ These rocks .can hardly be said to 
belong to, or to constitute a part of, Scilly, 
yet they are frequently visited by the Islanders, 
on account of the quantities of large fish vi^hich 
abound near them. — A melancholy circum* 
stance attends the recollection of their name: 
On the 27th of February, 1747, the lizard^ 
sloop of viiar, commanded by Captain Stsson^ 
was wrecked near the Seven Stones ; when all 
her crew, amounting to upwards of a hundred 
individuals^ uafortunately pevished! A mer- 
chant brig loet her rudder, and sustained other 
considerable ilamage there,, ia the beginning of 
the last year: She was^ however, ha{>pily 
brought in;to St. Mary's Pool, by boats frooi 
the different Islands. 

The outer side of St^ Martin's, or that wisich 
is exposed to the open sea, from the Day* 
Mark to White Island (a distance, in a stra%ht 
line, of about a mile and a quarts) is indented 
in a capiacious, but irregular, crescent, called 
St. Martins Itay^ in every part of which, at a 
little distance from the shore, are about fifteen 
fathoms of water. The cliffs are high and 
Tocky, and there are several rocks standing 

^ See Part I. Chap. iii. p. 54 cf. eeq. 
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at short distances from the land. The coasi 
is diversified by different points and creeks, all 
of modem and vulgar denomination; bat there 
is a very remarkable promontory on the West 
side of the cove next the Day- Mark, called 
Burnt Hilly consisting of tvi^o very steep ridges, 
and running into St. Martin's Bay to . the 
distance of a furlong. In a direct line ( due 
North ) is a large rock called the Murr^ from 
a sea-bird of that name by virhich it is fre* 
quented. 

• A little further to the West is an excavation 
called Culver Hole, in which both art and 
nature appear to have laboured. It is a large 
circular opening in the earth, close by the cliff, 
about twenty yards wide at top; and ex- 
tending ( from its surface, to the level of the 
sandy beach below) about ten yards in depth 
on the inner side. The bottom of this ex- 
cavation is covered with sand; the front, 
towards the Bay, is a wall of natural rock» 
through which the sea flows, at high water, 
by a natural aperture, about twenty feet high, 
tod ten feet wide : The walls or sides of the 
entrance are about sixteen feet thick. This 
place is, with much probability, supposed to 
have been a tin -work, as the ancients, in 
search of that metal which was once the staple 
commodity of these Islands, had no other 
method of mining than that of laying opea 
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the earth so far as they could trace the ore. 
At present, Culver Hole, at a little expence, 
might be made a very commodious bathing* 
^place by any gentleman residing on the Is* 
land. — Further to the West is another pit, but 
of smaller dimensions, being only twelve feet 
deep and seven feet in diameter. Conjecture 
also classes this amongst the remains of an- 
cient tin-works. 

In the rocky cliffs on this side of St. Mar*' 
tin's are two or three springs of fresh water ; 
but they are difficult of access. 

Proceeding along the continuous hill that 
forms the South- West side of St. Martin's 
Bay, the geologist will find much to arrest 
attention and excite enquiry. Casting the eye 
downward, the sea-shore presents an interest- 
ing variety of protruding rocks and sandy 
beaches. On the land side, some momentous 
alterations appear to have occurred, though 
probably at a very remote date. The soil, for 
a long tract, extending near a mile, seems to 
have been undermined, and literally washed 
away, to a depth of from two to three feet 
from the original surface ; the height of which 
may be estimated from some little knolls or 
plats, still covered with moss, and which pro- 
bably evaded the fury of the flood by means 
of the streams having separated, and worked 
their passage through softer grounds. What 
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BOW remaiQS of thkf desolate sf^t is one vast 
agghitiaation of sand and pieces of granite* on 
which the process of petrifaction^ or the for- 
mation of sand-stone, still appears to be going 
on by the silent operations of nature. Yet 
«Ten this surface is scooped in many tortuous 
channels, and one deep ravine, — ^incontestible 
evidences of the rush of a vast body of waters 
down its steep declivity. Perhaps these ef- 
fects were produced by the potent agency of 
a water-spout passing over the island ; for the 
desolation extends completely across, from 
sea to sea. At other places, the sand, which 
had been blown up over the loftiest hills (as 
on the Nortiiem coast of Cornwall) having 
recently been shifted, and in some measure 
di^ers^d, by the wind, has laid bare the re- 
mains of numerous hedges, and demonstrated 
the former existence of an extent of cultiva- 
tion, in tracts which now seem abandoned to 
'Sterility.'^ 

* There is a hoHse, lately built, in a commanding situa- 
tion, near the prinoipai hill in the Island, and not far from 
the Church. Some inclosures have recently been made 
hereabout. Talking to a man who was breaking up a 
piece of ground, the surface of which was covered with 
sand and fern, I made some remarks on the apparent 
poverty of the soil, but he assured me it was very good 
below ; and, digging to the depth of from eighteen inches 
to; two feet, ht shewed me a fine black mould, capable of 
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Near the North- Westera extremity of St. 
Martin's is White Iskmdy the Northerumost 
of the whole group of Scilly. It contains, by 
estimation, about fifty acres, but principally 
consists of very ragged ridges of rock. It 
would be difficult to form a conjecture as ta 
the derivation of its modern name. It appears 
to have been formerly joined to St. Martin's^ 
whence it may be still approached on foot at 
low water, but over a very stony and uncom- 
fortable isthmus, on which, however, I ob- 
served in no. less than three places, great quan?> 
tities of clay. This Island is wholly unculti* 
vated, producing only fern and moss, and 
affording a scanty pasture to a few sheep and 
rabbits ; yet fi*om the appearance of the soil 
in places where some turves had recently been 
cut, it seems capable of cultivation. Several 
kelp-kilns, line the shore. 

*^ On the East side of this Island," says 
Troutbeck, '* a cavern goes in under ground 



carrying any crop. The plan is, therefore, to bury tho 
sand, and dress the ground well with sea-weed, when it is 
fpnnd Mly sufficient for every purpose of island-hus- 
bandry. QtMere. If proper fences were raised, might 
not some of the more hardy kinds of fir (the planting of 
which has recently been attended with much success in 
many parts of Cornwall ) be found to thrive here ? — ^Tho 
growth of fruit and other trees at St. Mary's almost 
justifies the supposition* 
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so far, that no person now living ever saw the 
farther end of it. I heard ^ custom-house 
officer say, that he went in so far in a direct 
line, in search of run goods, that he could not 
see the light from the entrance, and that he 
was afraid to go further in, lest he should meet 
with water, or some other danger. It is sup- 
posed to have been an old tin- work ; its di- 
rection is East and West." 

This place is, by the inhabitants of St. Mar- 
tin's, called Pipers Hole; an appellation 
which it shares in common with the more 
insignificant aperture at St. Mary's, and the 
more important cavern at Tresco. The ad- 
vocates both of the Vulcanian and Plutonian 
systems of geology might here find much to 
engage their speculations, or perhaps, t6 re- 
concile their opinions. Indeed the whole ap- 
pearance of White Island shews that it has 
been subject to agency of which we can now 
have but an imperfect idea, amounting at best 
to mere probability ; but, if I considered the 
state of the Sciliy Islands to have been ma- 
terially affected by volcanoes or earthquakes, 
I should not hesitate to suppose that this 
Island had been subject to the severest part 
of the shocks. It seems to be rent, heaved, 
and distorted in a very surprizing manner. Its 
ridging, rocky protuberances, I have before 
noticed^ but it is remarkable that while these 
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rocks» as well as all others appearing on the 
iandf in the different Islands, are grey, and 
those in the water are brown, the sides and 
cliffs of the Piper's Hole under consideration 
are of the darkest black. The rocks, never* 
theless, are of granite, having abundance of 
mica. When I visited Piper's Hdle, the tide 
was flowing rapidly into it, so that my inten* 
tion of exploring it was frustrated, and 1 own 
that its appearance was such as would pro- 
bably have deterred me from venturing, had 
no such obstacle existed. Let the reader 
imagine a narrow passage or creek, perhaps 
not more than twenty feet wide — (I write from 
memory) — with lofty, rocky sable walls, pre- 
senting every appearance of having been rent 
assunder by the disruption of the hill that now 
afforded a gloomy channel to the sea. At the 
higher end of this creek, is the frightful aper- 
ture, about thirty feet high and nearly the 
width above mentioned, in which the Lethean 
stream — (for sq it appeared) — was flowing in 
silent yet awful swell. The rocks within, 
— above, — around, — all black as night; and 
not a sound to be heard on either side to re- 
lieve the wretchedness of the scene. This 
gloomy picture brought strongly to my mind 
the descensus Avemi of the ancients ; when> 
looking up, I saw a solitary puffin winging his 
noiseless flight into the gloomy cave. After 
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the appearance of this bird of Acheron^ no- 
thing was wanting to complete the dreariness 
of the view, Which I left without regret, thoikgh 
not without ititerfest. 

On re-ascending the cliff near the entrance 
of the " Hole," my eye was caught by some 
pretty sparry formations on one of the rocks, 
which I broke off and brought away. These 
spars, though partaking the uniform external 
blackness, were delicately white beneath, and 
Bome were finely tinged with tints of red and 
green. A mingled hue of green and red was 
also visible nekt the black coating of the gra- 
nite, seeming to denote the presence of oxide 
of iron. 

At a little distance from Piper's Hole is 
another large fissure in the earth, extending 
from the extrenje point of land, inwaMs, about 
a hundred and si^rty yards, And .forming a 
gloomy valley, lined with hug'e masses of 
black rock, thie breadth of which may be 
about from forty to sixty feet. At the higher 
end of this fissure, the earth has evidenliy 
sunk twelve or fourteen feet. 

At the Northernmost extremity of White Is- 
land is a high hill, surmounted by a cam and 
a burrow. This is the only burrow on the Is- 
land. This hill I suppose is the higheirt in 
Scilly, and it commands a very extensive view> 
including St. Martin's, Tean, and St. Helen's, 
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ia its immediate vicinity ; part of St Mary'9 
(seen over the downs of Tresco;) Samson; 
and the remote Island of St. Agnes, — about 
eight miles distant. 

A lai^e cluster, and extensive ledge, of 
rocks, lie off the Western side of White Is- 
land, between which, and the rocks before 
mentioned, th^e is a deep channel called 
Parth Morouy containing from eight to ten 
&thoms of water. 

Batorning to St. Martin's, there is seen, on 
tibe side of a hill about a hundred yards from 
the sea shore, a large rock with a i9at surface, 
supporting another, of a globulw form at the 
bottom, ( and thence denominated tAe Bowl) 
in a manner which appears very singular. The 
top rock is about twelve feet high, and thirty 
five in circumference, and is thought to have 
been an object of Druidical worship. Whether 
its base were rounded by nature or art, does 
not appear ; but the seeming singularity of its 
position is much lessened on inspection, which 
i^ews the introduction of small stones be- 
tween its base and the platform. 

At the other extremity of this hill is a very 
lofty and majestic cam called Top Mock; the 
masses of which, in every inclining position, 
seem to threaten des^truction to all who may 
approach. This remaricable cam was struck 
by a thunder-bolt on the 20th of November 

T 2 
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1751, when a great number of the stones were 
toppled down on the sides of the hill ; — a mass 
of the rock, weighing more than half a ton, 
was hurled to the distance of a hundred yards, 
Northward ; — and several smaller fragments 
were carried above a quarter of a mile by the 
force of the explosion ! The ground and ferns 
around were scorched in a surprizing manner, 
especially to the Westward ; and a horse and 
upwards of sixty sheep were killed. This 
earn stands on a lofty hill forming a sort of 
amphitheatre, but of steep ascent ; and the 
scene here is tranquil, and somewhat roman- 
tic, though rather ^vild. A recluse, however^ 
would not disdain the spot as a place of in- 
teresting retirement. 

Numerous rocks and ledges, of different 
names, diversify, without embellishing, the 
North- West coast of St. Martin's. The prin- 
cipal of these are Lion Rockj BUick Rock^ 
Penadgy • Island^ and Plum ' Island '/ 

On the Westernmost promontory of St. 
Martin's, and directly over against Tean, is 
a remarkable rock called Tinkler's Rock, 
which, from the singularity of its appearance, 
is supposed to have been an object of Dniid 
worship. Near this are two circles of erect 
stones, (about sixty feet, each circle, in cir- 
cumference) and an ancient burrow. 

A little farther to the Southward, BahVs 
Carn (a romantic pile, near a, hundred feet 
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high) and South Caruy form Lower Town JBay^ 
in which is a small pier for boats, but it has 
long been neglected. 

From Lower ToM'n to Middle Town is a 
broad valley, formed by a high but level bank 
thrown up by nature (for art does little to- 
wards the advantage of the Scilly Islands) ex- 
tending along by the sea to the South; and 
having a high hill, which retires with a gentle 
sweep, on the North. The appearance of this 
highly-cultivated valley when the author first 
saw it — (in the Autumn of 1820) — ^in the rich 
and diversified hues of its. abundant crops, 
left a feeling of gratification on his breast 
which is not yet wholly obliterated. 

Between Middle Town and the Church is 
the School House^ stated by some authors to 
have been built by the inhabitants, at an ex- 
pence of sixteen pounds ! The Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge pays the 
master a salary of fifteen pounds per annum, 
and provides the scholars with books of every 
kind. From forty to fifty children, of both 
sexes, receive instruction here. 

I shall close this account of St. Martin's 
with the following narrative, which I give in 
the words of Mr. Troutbeck : 

" In the year 1753, as some fishermen, in a 
" small boat, were fishing near a bay on the 
^* North- East side of this Island, a large fish 
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'^ came swimming round the boat, which very 
** much surprized them, and came so near that 
" they were afraid it would overset their boat. 
^* The fishermen put a small rope over the 
<^ boat's side with a ntose; the fish came bo 
'< near that they got the noo^e over its head, 
*^ and rowed the boat to a shallow place that 
<< wa^ near by, and dragged the fish upon it. 
** When they examined the fish they found a 
** wooden hoop (twenty inches diameter, such 
'^ as slides up and down a ship's mast for 
** fastening the main-sail to) round it, between 
'' its head and back fin ; the hoop hitid been 
^' so long upon it, that the fish was grown al- 
** most to covCT the hoop, in a very surprizing 
" manner, and the hoop was grown green with 
" sea- weed. The fish was thirteen feet and 
" six inches long, and about twenty six inches 
** diameter in the middle ; it had fins but no 
" scales, and a very smooth skin very black 
<^ on the back, and a little white under the 
" belly. They opened the fish, and found no 
" liver in it, nor any fat in its belly, but a very 
" large gall fastened to one side. The fi^ 
'' was not of a fat and oily nature, and much 
" resembled a shark. It may seem strange to 
** many people how the wooden hoop should 
^ *' be upon the fish. A captain of a ship thus 
'* accounts for it, who says it is customary 
" with sea-faring people to hang beef over- 
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<< board, smd to let it be ia the sea to get the 
'' salt out of it ; and to prevent it from being 
*^ torn in pieces by the motion of the ship 
** through the water, they generally put it in a 
'' net, fastened to a hoop to keep it extended, 
*' so the fish to giet at the beef must have got 
<* the hoop Over its liead, and by pushing it- 
** self through the water, forced the hoop be- 
^' hind its fore-fins, which prevented the fii^h 
'^. fi*om getting clear of the hoop again, and 
^' the net must have decayed by being so long 
'/ in the water, and forced from the hoop by 
" the force of the fish through the water." 

— And so much for this taJe of a hoop; 
which, notwithst^ding the disadvantageous 
dress in which it is presented does not appear 
destitute of interest. Had I been anxious to 
** eke out " this account of St. Martin's, I 
might have picked up a few other stories of 
equal importance, but this, I trust, will suffice. 
Ea: uno disce omms. 



TEAN, ST. HELEN'S, &c. 

Due West from Tinkler's Point, at St. Mar- 
tin's (from which it is not above a quarter of a 
mile distant) lies the island called Tean, or 
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Tean ; — properly Theon, and hence, evi- 
dently, of Grecian denomination. It contains 
about seventy acres, but is uninhabited, yet it 
was a place of dvirellings till the last forty or 
fifty years. A Mr. Nance, of Comvirall, vrho 
first introduced the art of making kelp into 
these Islands (in the year 1684,) resided here, 
as did his descendants down to the last gene- 
ration : Their house still remains, and is oc- 
casionally occupied. The present branches 
of his family, who reside on St. Martin's, hold 
the island of Tean, and cultivate a few acres 
of it, leaving the rest to pasture sheep. From 
the remains of numerous hedges, the greater 
part of the island appears' to have been inclos- 
ed formerly, and the soil is apparently good 
in many places. 

The sea has evidently made considerable 
incroachments on this Island during the lapse 
of centuries. The East, North, and West 
sides are rocky ; but there is a very fine sandy 
beach on the South, the sweep of which is 
near half a mile. On the North side of the 
Island I saw a chasm in the rocks similar to 
that which has already been described in 
White Island, but much smaller. The rocks 
around this chasm exhibit the same appear- 
ance as those noticed in that place: Their 
surface is black, under which a sort of sparry 
substance, perfectly white, is found, to the 
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depth of more than half an inch ; and a piece 
of this being broken off exhibits on the inside 
a mixture of Yarious colours, — ^the eflTect, per- 
haps, of mineral bodies. — ^The rocks all around 
this island exhibit those traces called by mi- 
ners veins or lodes^ and perhaps a field for suc- 
cessful adventure may yet be found in this, 
at present, almost neglected spot. 

Here are several remarkable earns, but of 
modem denomination : Near one of these 
(called Yellow Cam) are the vestiges of a 
Druidical circle. I discovered no burrovrs 
here. 

Great Hill is a lofty emin^ice of singular 
abruptness, especially towards the North. Its 
top and sides are covered with granite rocks 
of lofty and menacing forms, presenting (at a 
distance) the appearance of a time-bleached 
fortress. Huge masses have fallen around in 
wild confusion; — ^the terrible vestiges of ele- 
mental power. 

A high rock called Penbrose (from the Cor- 
nu- British appellation Pedn JBrauze^ signifying 
the high headland) lies about fifty yards to the 
North of this Island. It is, alternately an 
isthmus and an islet, as are many of the rocks 
which, in the charts, and by the natives of 
Scilly, are denominated Islands/ 

The passage between Tean and St. Martin's 
is called Teiin Sound. It is studded with 
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rocks and ledges on each side, but haa a good 
depth of water in the middle, and may be 
safely used by a skilful pilot. 

St Helen's Island is somewhat less than 
a quarter of a mile to the North-West of 
Tean. The channel between them, in which 
there is plenty of water (declining inward from 
fifteen to three &thoms) is called St. Helen's 
Sound. St Hdien's Island is estimated to 
cootem eighty acres. It is uninhabited and 
imeakivated, though part of the soil is $aid to 
be good. Seen at a distance, the brown hues 
of the fem^ aod the grey clusters of granite, 
give die whole a F^ery sterile aspects On the 
Southern side of the island, the remains of 
several hedges, and of an aiibcieiit Church, ar,e 
still to be seen. Of the latter, Troutbeck 
says, it is ** the most ancient Christian-like 
'' building in all the Islands. It consists of 
" a South isle" (aisle) " thirty one feet and six 
•* inches long, by fourteen feet and three inches 
" wide, from which tws) arches, low and of an 
" uncouth style, open into a North isle twelve 
*• feet wide, by nineteen feet and six inches 
" long. There are two windows in each isle, 
^^ formed in the most rustick manner ; and 
'^ there is a stone jutting out, near the Eastern 
'' window in the North isle like a platform, on 
** which it is supposed by some, the image of 
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*< the saint stood, to whom the Church was 
*^ dedicated. If this conjecture be true," be 
adds, ** the stone must have be^ placed there 
<^ ioD^ after the Church was founded, for it is 
** undoubtedly much older than image wor- 
** sUp, which was not known in England till 
'^ the latter end of the eighth or the beginning 
'^ of the ninth century. It is probable some 
^* priests or moids^s used to reside near the 
'' Church, ior there are still Che remains of 
'< Mne houses built in the form ,of cloisters." 
It is much to be regretted that 'even the 
venerable ruins of this rude but interesting 
edifice, which remained in Troutbeck's time, 
have been since so mutilated that it would he 
difficult to form any correct idea of the original 
plan and disposition of the building, from the 
few fragments, protected by brambles, which 
now remain. The present heap of ruins is not 
more than from two to three feet high in any 
place; but some of the old people of St 
Martin's with whom I have conversed on the 
subject, remember when the walls were five or 
six feet in height, and free from the rubbish 
which now overwhelms them. The com- 
mander of one of His Majesty's sloops, which 
was stationed here during the last war, caused 
a great many of the stones to be taken away 
to make a hedge (or his garden on an adjoining 
spot ! Thus the desecration of temples is not 
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alone to be attributed to Vandals, Goths, and 
Huns ! — I agree with the conjectures of Trout- 
beck as to the antiquity of St. Helen's Chnrcb, 
and the probability that the adjacent buildings 
( the ruins of which are in the same state with 
those of the Church) were occupied by monks: 
And, from the contiguity of this Island to 
Tresco, Tean and St. Martin's, 1 presume that 
the inhabitants of these places resorted to St. 
Helen's for public worship, before they had 
churches of their own. — ^The site of St. Helen's 
Church was well chosen: It stood on a 
sloping ground, being sheltered by a long high 
hill from the fury of a Northern gale, and 
opening to St. Mary's Road (edged round, 
and, as it were, inclosed, by Islands ) on the 
South- 
Between St. Helen's and the back, or North- 
ernmost part, of Tresco, lies the little desart 
islet called Northwithiel, containing about 
nine acres. It is uninhabited, but is used by 
the people of Tresco for pasturing cattle. 
There are some Druidical remains, and many 
burrows, or places of sepulture, On this island. 
One of these dormitories is distinguished by a 
large flat rock, above twenty feet wide, lying 
on two stones erect, so that a man might creep 
under it. This was probably the grave of 
some eminent character. 

The tlnee Islands of Tean, St. Helen's, and 
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Northwithiel, form St. Helen's Pool, on the 
South, which has good anchorage, and is the 
place appointed by act of Parliament for a 
quarantine station for all vessels infected 
with pestilential disorders, which may come to 
these Islands.* There is a pest-house on St. 
Helen's for the reception of persons labouring 
under such complaints, but happily it ha» 
never been needed for the peculiar purposes 
for which it was intended. Indeed it is so 
small that it could only afford accommodation 
to a few, and the slightly-infected, by being 
immured with those who might be incurable, 
would stand a great chance of sharing their 
fate. It is a neat house, built with hewn stone, 
and covered with slate, about fifteen feet 
square, and twelve feet high. There is a good 
well adjacent, and a convenient landing-place 
in front. — Before the year 1764, the qua- 
rantine station was in the harbour of New 



^ ** If the plagne shall appear on board any ship, being 
to the northward of Cape Finisterre, the master shall im- 
mediately ptocteed to the harbour of Si, Helen's Pool, 
between the m^nhabited Islands of St. Hekn% Tean, and 
Nortk-WUkdi, or to such other place as his Majesty by 
advice of his Privy Council shall appoint." 29 Geo. II. 
^. 8. — ^The penalty for having intercourse (under such cir- 
cttmstances) with other ships or persons is felony without 
benefit of clergy. 26 Geo. II. c. 6. § 2. 
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Grinsey, hety^eea the Islands of Tresco wd 
Bryher, to the great danger of the inhabitants 
of those Isbndsy and to the whole population 
of SciUy. 

There is a convenient landing-place at St 
Helen's formed, apparently, with but little 
expence, by removing some lai^e stones irom 
the beach, and arranging them in two lines, 
or litde qnays, on either side of the shore. 
By similar measures, similar benefits might be 
coBjferred on all the Islands, most of which 
^(re difficnlt of access from the waat of sndi 
conveniences. 

AbonI; half a mile to the Northward of St. 
Helen's is Rownd Island^ containing only 
about Ihree acres, and exhibiting a most ter* 
rific aspect. It consists wholly of rock, riabg 
dbmptly from the sea on ev^y side, to a great 
he^t, and is utterly inaccessible. Its sum- 
nil; is perfectly convex, its form is rotand, 
and its dark and lowering figure is truly ap<- 
palling. 

On the Western side of St. Helen's, and 
behind Northwithiel, are two large and re* 
markable rocks called Menarworthj and the 
Golden Ball. The former appears to have 
been cleft by some (Convulsion of nature, as it 
lises from the sea in two distinct masses, the 
walls of which, however, perfectly correspond* 
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Seen from St. Helen's there appears a chasm 
or passage in the mass nearest to that Island, 
through \vhich the waters rush, in stormy 
weather, in great blilk, and with impetuous 
Telocity. Golden Ball is nearly joined to St. 
Helen's by a ridge of rocks. 
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Chaptbh hi. 

TRESCO ISLAND. 

Position^ Dimensions^ and Population of 
Tresco. — Its singular Form. — Carn Near. 
— Sand Hills. — Fish Cellar. — Fine Pond. 
—Ruins of the Abbey. — Tresco form^ly 
wooded. — sDruidical Circle. — Missionary 
House. — School. — Church. — Town. — Har^ 
hour of Old Grinsey. — Dolphin Downs. — 
Piper's Hole. — Other subterratieous Pas- 
sages. — Remarkable Rocks around the Is-- 
land. — Castles. — Pleasing Views. — Sam^ 
phire abundant. 



X HE Off-Islands (with the exception of St. 
Agnes) lie in a direction bearing nearly North- 
£ast and South- West. In the centre of this 
line is Tresco, — ^in extent and importance the 
second of the Scilly Isles, containing eight 
hundred and eighty acres, one hundred and 
nine houses, and four hundred and eighty 
inhabitants, chiefly pilots and fishermeii. — It 
is about a mile and a half distant from the 
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nearest points of St Mary's and St. Martin's, 
but not more than a quarter of a mile from 
Bryher. 

The outline, or coast, of Tresco is exceed- 
ingly irregular, being indented by several bays 
and creeks, and extended by numerous points 
and headlands. The houses are chiefly ag- 
grouped near the beach on the North East 
side, ( where is the harbour of Old Grinsey) 
and are here called Dolphin Town, probably 
from an abbreviation of the name of the noble 
family of Godolphin, so long Proprietors of 
these Islands. There are, hovirever, several 
other houses on the South West side of Tresco, 
facing Bryher, as well as on the road leading 
across the Island, besides detached dwellings 
ill different parts. 

At the Southern extremity of Tresco (which 
terminates in a point) is a very romantic pile of 
massy rocks called Cam Near, probably from 
its being the nighest point to St. Mary's. This 
part of the Island i» singularly heaped in small 
hills, and appears rather to have gained from 
the sea by these sabulous accumulations, than 
to have suffered by its incroachments. These 
hills are chiefly composed of a fine white sand, 
which is ovei^own, on the land side, with a 
vigorous fern, but on the sea-coast presents a 
broad and continuous glare that almost over- 
powers the sight. 

O 
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These sandy hillocks are tenminated by a 
considerable hill extending across the Island 
from East to West, but uncultivated. De- 
scending this hill the eye is gratified by a more 
genial scene. A spacious plain, terminated 
on tlie North by another hill, and exhibiting 
many verdant indications of the powers of ag- 
riculture, here salutes the view, and a fine 
piece of fresh water, — about half a mile in 
length, and a furlong in breadth, gives the 
whole a novel and unexpected charm. This 
Pond is sheltered from the sea by an ever- 
green bank, abounding with camomile flowers, 
which grow in great plenty hereabouts, and 
dispense a very agreeable odour ; and the land 
is cultivated on each side, down to the brink 
of the water. The Pond is about fiy^ feet 
deep in Summer, an^ six in Winter. The fish 
cellar, (which has been described before*) fine 
bay, and gently-sloping beach, to the West, 
make this altogether a pleasing picture. 

The Abbey Pond, as the above-mentioned 
piece of water is denominated » derives its 
name from a religious house that anciently 
stood near it, on the South-£ast side; of 
which, however, the remains are so few, that 
it is difficult, if not imposi^ible, in the absence 
of all authentic records, to form any accurate 

* See Part I, chap. ti. p. 140. 
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idea of its original dimensions and accommo- 
c^ations. All that has escaped the ravages of 
time, the fury of storms, and (perhaps) the 
devastating hand of man, is a piece of wall, 
standing East and West, about twenty five 
feet long, and twenty high, and a little inclo;- 
sure (until lately used as a burying ground) 
adjoining. There are two pointed arches, of 
good workmanship, in the piece of wall stiH 
remaining ; the larger being twelve feet high, 
by eight broad ; and the other, seven feet by 
three. These arches are cased with a fine 
reddish stone, supposed to have been brought 
from Normandy, nothing of the kind being 
found in Scilly. The wall is nearly overgrown 
with ivy and rank grass ; but, from its thick- 
ness, appears to have been calculated for 
strength and durability. 

Troutbeck is of opinion that what remains 
of this ancient edifice is but a part of the 
Churchy and that the Monastery, — of which 
no vestiges remain, — stood below it. He says 
that the " Abbey was founded in the tenth 
century, and enriched by some of the Earls of 
Cornwall after the Norman conquest." " This 
Church," he adds^ " is supposed to have been 
burnt down. A »man, about tbirteea years 
ago, was employed to remove some stones 
and rubbish at tfie West end of the ancient 
building, to make more room for burying the 

u 2 
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dead, who found a large piece of a bomb-shelU 
and several pieces of coked timber, among the 
stones and rubbish that he cleared away." 
Probably, therefore, the violence and fanati- 
cism of the Parliamentarians, wantonly com- 
pleted what the furious zeal of the eighth 
Henry begun, and thus deprived Scilly of 
one of its fairest ornaments. — The oldest 
people at Tresco remember having heard their 
parents declare that the ruins were in their 
present state when thei/ were children. 

Before 1 conclude this subject I may repeat 
a general remark, — that the monks ahvays 
chose the most pleasant situations for the site 
of their houses, and that those situations had, 
for the most part, the conveniences of wood 
and water in their immediate vicinity. That 
these advantages were not wanting to the 
Abbey at Tresco is evident, not only from 
the fine pond still remaining, but from the 
name of the adjoining hill on the North, 
which is still called the Abbey Wood^ and 
where roots, of trees have been dug up, in the 
memory of man. Had the learned Whitaker 
Jcnown these facts, he might have saved him- 
self much of his labour in endeavouring to 
prove tthat " the forest of Giiffaer,'' of which 
King John granted the tythes of three acres 
of assart, or cleared land, to the Abbey of 
8cilly, was in this Island. " The forest," say« 
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he, " was, we may be assured, from the very 
appellation of the Isle, a forest of elder trees." 
Leland, indeed, mentions the '^ wild bores 
swyne " which found shelter in it, whence 
Whitaker and others have concluded that it 
must have been of considerable extent. " But 
nowj" says that elegant antiquarian, " the 
forest is vanished, ' the wild bores swyne ' to 
which it once afforded protection, are wholly 
extinct," and, (he might have added) their 
successors, the pigs^ — which are still very 
plentiful on this as well as on all the other 
Scilly Islands, — deprived of elder-berries, and 
sdl unconscious of the taste of acorns, are 
compelled to seek subsistence amongst the 
weeds that cover the sea-shore! 

The Abbey Pond formerly abounded in fine 
eels, which Troutbeck pronounces " the finest 
that ever were tasted"! Those fish, however, 
at present, are small and somewhat scarce. 

fiorlase says, in his account of the Scilly 
Islands, " I was shewn a passage which the 
sea has made within these seven years, through 
the sand-bank that fences the Abbey Pond, by 
which breach, upon the first high tide and vio- 
lent storm at East, or East- South- East, one 
may venture to prophesy; that this still, and 
now beautiful, pool of fresh water, will be- 
come a branch of the sea, and consequently 
exposed to all the rage of tide and storm." 
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Since tbe Doctor wrote, many storms have 
occurred, and the sea has, even within a few 
years past, again broken over the bank, and, 
for a while, spoiled the pond, and this may be 
one cause of the deterioration of the breed of 
the eels : But the evil is not without remedy ; 
and, were proper measures adopted to repair 
and consolidate the bank by bringing stones 
from the neighbouring shore, the Pond would 
be maintained in its present beauty and utility, 
and the Island preserved from irremediable 
disruption. 

It would add much to the beauty and utility 
of the Pond, if it were surrounded by willow- 
trees ; the boughs of which would be very ser- 
viceable to the Islanders for making baskets to 
catch lobsters and crabs. 

On the summit of the hill that lies to the 
North of the Abbey Pond, is a Druidical 
circle of great extent. In the centre is a 
group of romantic rocks, and a person stand- 
ing on one of these, must be visible neariy to 
the whole Island. . The circle has lately been 
broken in upon, and several of the stones have 
been removed, to form some inclosures on the 
hill. Those which remain stand at the dis- 
tance of eighty yards from the central pile, 
near which there is evidently a sacrificing 
rock, — supported from the ground by stones^ 
and having rock-basons on the top. 
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Near tbe end of this bill, and on the East- 
eramost point of Tresco, which is called the 
lAzard — ^(not, like the Lizard in Cornwall, 
bom its height,^ but, perhaps, from its lying 
nearly in a line dae West of that promontory) 
— there is a small square stone block-house 
commanding the channel between St. Martin's 
and the Eastern Islands, and the interfluent 
sea. But this post, like all other military sta- 
tions at Scilly, except the Garrison, has long 
been without troops. Some remains of the 
encampment of the Parliamentary army may 
be seen on the shore to the North- West of the 
Lizard. 

Descending the hill in a Northerly direction, 
the Missionary House, and the town, together 
with the Harbour of Old Grinsey, open the 
view. 

The Missionary House was built by the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge 
at an expence of £400, and has lately been 
extensively repaired, and greatly improved . 
It is pleasantly situated, although the aspect is 
North- North- East, and commands a view of 
some well cultivated fields, terminated by 
sweeping hills, hoary cains, and the distant 
blue sea, in front; — a continuous and ridgy 

* LU-ard signifies, in the Cornish language, " a lofty 
projection," 
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hill, with a ruinated pile, on^ the left ;^^and the 
Harbour of Old Grinsey^ backed by the Is- 
lands of Northwithiel, St. Helen's, and Tean, 
— and generally animated by the presence of 
shipping, — on the right.^ For size and con- 
venience it is certainly nearly equal to any 
house on Scilly. 

In the year. 1747, the Earl of God^lphin 
established a School in Tresco,« for instructing 
twelve boys in reading, writing, and arithmetic ; 
and, in 1753^ the Rev. Richard Corbett Harts- 
home, rector of Brosely, in Shropshire, gave 
£25 towards, the support either of a Minister 
or a schoolmaster in this Island, under the 
direction of the Society for Promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge. The School-room was re- 
built, a few years since, by subscriptions, 
chiefly collected in England, and the Society 
provides the children with books, and pays 
the master £30 per annum, for teaching on 
the National System. The number of scholars 
i§ about eighty.*' 

The Church lies low, in the middle of the^ 
town, but might be passed over at a first 
glance, as it bears no external indications of its 



^ This salary, I understand, has lately been reduced ; 
the National System of education being almost impracti- 
cable where the attendance of the scholars is so irregular 
as at Scilly. 
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character. It is fifty -seven feet in lengthy 
about fourteen in breadth, and twelve in height. 
Within, its appearance is not only neat but 
elegant, the pews being painted blue and 
white, and the pulpit, desk, and communion 
table covered with fine blue cloth.- 

There is a small meeting- house for Wes- 
leyan methodists on Tresco, and there are a 
few Baptists on the same Island. 

It has before been observed that the town 
stands near the Habour of Old Grinsey. On 
the inner point of land, commanding the en- 
trance to the Harbour, and which is called 
JBlack'House Pointy is Dat^er JBatteryy which, 
if repaired, would be a strong defence in time 
of war. 

There are different Cams around the North-* 
em shore of Tresco, but none entitled to 
particular notice. 

, From Dolphin Town, a road, diversified by 
houses on each side, runs across the Island 
to some wretched cottages, still, unfortunately^ 
denominated tlie Palace ! from a house of pub- 
lic entertainment formerly kept here. There 
is a very good inn on this part of the Island. 

The North -West half of Tresco is nearly 
level on top, which is about a hundred and 
forty feet above the sea. This place is called 
Dolphin Downsy on which are some remains 
of tin-pits. The Downs are wholly uncul- 
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tivated, and the land is much injured by being 
pared for fuel. Over the whole surface if this 
part of the Island, small detached pieces of 
gypsum — a species of alabaster — are found; 
some, white as snow ; others, finely streaked ; 
and of a sparry formation. On the £astem 
side of the Downs is a ruinous pile called the 
Look' Out 9 serying as a signal-post for the 
Preventive men. On the West are some ro- 
mantic ridges running down to the sea, covered 
on their summits with masses of graaite, inter- 
spersed with fern and furze. The descent is, 
in some places, precipitous. There are soma 
convenient creeks for bathing oa this side, 
which may be approached by going round the 
bottom of the hill. 

An object of great curiosity to most persons 
visiting Scilly, is Piper's Hoky — a subter- 
ranean passage of great extent and singular 
nature. Pipers Hole lies at the Northern 
extremity of Tresco, in the side of Tr^arthen 
Millf by which tl^e Downs are terminated in 
that direction. It is approached by descend^ 
ing some large, rugged, and dangerous rocks, 
and again scrambling up over some ponderous 
stones which the sea has thrown against this 
part of the Island, and the further accession 
of which, will, probably, in time, wholly block 
up the opening. 

In order to explore this place, it is necessary 
that candles, or torches, a small boat, and 
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proper attendants, should be provided. The 
entrance, at present, is about five feet high, 
and as many M^ide. The large stones pro- 
truding over head, and those lying belovir, are 
damp, and extremely inconvenient to pass, on 
account of the continual exudation ( if I may 
so term it) on all sides. The passage is 
continued through a solid granite rock, but of 
very rugged surface, for the length of eighty 
four feet, when it opens into a cavern, thirty- 
four feet high ; in which is a pool of water, 
sixty-one feet long, and fourteen feet vnde, 
and from ten to fourteai feet deep; the depth 
naturally varying, according to the season, and 
the state of the atmosphere. The water is 
quite fresh, cool, and pellucid, and has the 
taste and appearance of spring- water. There 
are no springs, however, discoverable, in the 
surrounding rocks, neither has the water any 
outlet. On the inner side of the pool ( which 
may be crossed in a small boat ) there is a fine 
sandy beach about twenty yards in length, 
terminated by the rocks which form the end of 
the cavern, and by which the silly tale of this 
passage having communicated with that at 
St. Mary's, of the same name, is shewn to be 
wholly fabulous.** 

* The vulgar denomination of Piper's Hole, given to this 
and other subterraneous passages in the different Islands, 
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There are two other remarkable caverns at 
the North end of Tresco, one of which is 
about twelve feet high, three feet wide, and 
seventy feet long ; ^nd the other is twenty feet 
high, ten feet wide, and above two hundred 
feet long. These are supposed to have been 
connected with old tin works, of which there 
are several, though slight, vestiges, on dif- 
ferent parts of the hill. 

On the North West side of the hill, and 
about three hundred yards from Piper's Hole» 
is a cavern called the GuUy the length of which 
is about sixty feet, where there is a spring of 
fresh water called the Gun-Well^ constantly 
running. This is the only fresh-water-stream 
on Tresco. . • 

The channel between Tresco and Bryher is 
called New Grinsey Harbour. At the. en- 
trance there are twenty fathoms of water, 
which depth gradually diminishes to half a* 
fathom. There are two large rocks, called the 
Kettle^ and Kettle Sottom, at the back of 
Tresco ; and another rock called the Horse in 
a bay on Bryher side; but the entrance of the 
Harbour is safe, and vessels may anchor in 



seems glaringly inapplicable. May it not, however, be a 
corruption from the Greek UiTriaKio, potum prcebeo, — "af- 
fording water ; " a name equally applicable to springs or 
ponds^ and to adits. 
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seven fathoms of water near Hangmmis I$- 
land, which is a large and high rock lying 
between the two Islands. It derives its name 
from the circumstance of some soldiers having 
been executed on it when the Parliamentary 
troops were at Tresco. 

On the East side of the entrance of New 
Grinsey, on a low point of land is a circular 
stone tower, with a platform and battery in 
front, called Oliver Cromweirs Castle. The 
tower is sixty feet high, and about a hundred 
and fifty feet in circumference. The walls are 
twelve feet thick; raised on arches: The 
roof is flat, and bomb-proof; an4 has a battery 
for small cannon, with a parapet wall six feet 
in height. The platform in front is constructed 
in the most substantial manner, paved witk 
stone, and defended by a thick parapet, the 
guns of which might sweep the Harbour in 
every di^ction. This Castle was repaired iu 
the year 1740, and put into a good state of 
defence ; but there having been no person 
appointed to reside in it, the floors have long 
since fallen to decay, but the doors and bolts 
still remain. It is much to be wished that so 
serviceable a building as this must necessarily 
be in time of war, should not be suffered ta 
fall into utter ruin through a misplaced ecor^ 
nomy, or ignorance of its being and condition. 

On the top of the hill, almost immediatel^r 
above this, — and the ascent to which is ex- 
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tremely fatiguing firom the extraordinary ac- 
clivity of the ground and the quantity of rocks 
and fa-n by which the rise is impeded, — are 
the rains of a fortress called King Charles's 
Castle^ which was also a place of great 
strength although not so well calculated to 
defend the Harbour from a near enemy as is 
the fortification below. It is s&id indeed, 
that this was demolished in order that the 
materials might be used in constructing the 
other. Enough, however, remains, to prove 
that it was a work of no small cost and labour. 
That part of the building which faced the 
Harbour, was circular, and the main wall ap- 
pears to have been bomb-proof. It is six 
£eet in thickness. Several windows and em- 
brasures, with a door way, four feet wide and 
BIX feet high, of massy workmanship, are still 
remaining. On the land side are the remains 
of the lines of a fort, by whkh that part of the 
Castle was guarded from surprize. 

Returning towards the inhabited part of the 
Island, the view is peculiarly diversified and 
pleasing; embracing cultivated fields, hills, 
houses, cams, and rocks, backed by St. Mary's 
Garrison, on the one hand; — the Islands of 
Bryher and Samson on the other; — and the 
ffocky protuberances of St. Agnes, crowned 
by its lofty light-house, in the distance. 

Nearly one half of Tresco is still uncul- 
tivated, though very capable of improvement* 
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The samphire growing on the rocks around 
this Island is of the finest sort, and in great 
abundance. It is preserved for pickling by 
being put into small casks, and covered with 
a strong brine, which turns it of a yellow 
colour, but vinegar restwes its greenness. 
Some of these casks of pickles are sent to 
distant parts of England, where they are very 
acceptable presents. 
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Chapter IV. 

BRYHER AND SAMSON ISLANDS. 

Position, Dimensions^ and Population of 
Bryher. — New Grinsey Harbour. — Ship^ 
man Head. — Gulf. — Terrific Rocks. — 
Watch HilL—Bryher Town.— The Church. 
—Gweilll Hill.— The Pond.— Wells, and 
Spring. — Sa^nson Hill. — Tlie Green. — Ge- 
neral Remarks. — Samson IslanDj mtich 
wasted hy the Sea. — Present Dimension's^ 
and Population. — Destructive Effects of 
Sand. — Hills and Burrows. — Scilly 
Island. — G we all Island. — White Is^ 
LAND. — Various Rocks described. 



On the Western side of Tresco, from which 
it is not more than a quarter of a mile distant^ 
though nearly three miles from St. Mary's 
Pool, is the Island of Bryher, containing 
three hundred and thirty acres, twenty four 
houses, and one hundred and forty inha- 
bitants. Troutbeck says *' not many years 
ago, there were, only two families in it, but 
now there are eleven." Two years since 
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there were twenty two, and now, as appears 
from the enumeration of the houses, there are 
twenty four: — ^A proof of the rapidly-increase- 
ing population of the Scilly Isles ! 

Bryher from the singularity of its outline, 
lias been ludicrously compared to a skate! 
and, indeed, whoever looks on the map, will 
find it bears some resemblance to the shape of 
that fish. It consists of several very steep 
hills connected by tracts of low land, a con- 
siderable part of which is cultivated. — The 
extreme length of the Island is one mile and a 
half; its average breadth is scarcely half a 
mile. 

The Eastern jshore of Bryher, running along 
in nearly the same direction as the proximate 
coast of Tresco, contributes to form the Har- 
bour of New Grinsey. The depth of water at 
the entrance of this Harbour is twenty fa- 
thoms ; but this rapidly diminishes, and termi- 
nates in half a fathom. The anchorage is 
good, and small vessels frequently put in here. 

From the fish-cellars at Tresco, a large 
bed of sand, called Tresco FlatSj extends to 
Bryher and Samson, and may be crossed on 
foot at low water. 

The Northern extremity of Bryher is called 
Shipman Head. It is a lofty and precipitous 
pile of solid rocks, ascending to a considerable 
height, and calculated to excite terror as well 

X 
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from its dangerouB acclivities, as from the pon- 
derous and inclining masses that ov^hang tt» 
summit Th^ constant howling of the Tvaves 
around it, serves not a little to increase the 
dreariness of its aspect. This vast hill of rock 
is completely divided from the Island — ( a cir- 
cumistance noticed by no preceding vi^riter ! ) — 
by a passage which the Islanders call the 
Gulf, the sides of which are nearly perpendi- 
cular^ and appear to have been rent from eadi 
other, rather than worn by the washing of the 
tide. The length of this Gulf is about fifty 
yaards, and its breadth two. A lai'ge stone, or 
rock, which obstructs the passage, probably 
fell into iti» present position during the separa- 
tion of the adjoining hills. 

On scrambling along the rocks contiguous 
to this abode of desolation, I observed some 
large strata of a fine white sparry nature, im- 
bedded among*st the granite near the shore.-— 
Gypsum is found on the hills here, as on the 
three Islands before described. 

The Northernmost' hill of Bryher is extreme- 
ly painful to traverse, abounding with rocks 
and stones, and the turf which once filled the 
interstices having been dug out for fuel; so 
that it is impossible to take two steps on the 
same level. On one side there is a high pile 
of rocks, towards the harbour ; on the other 
side, the dedivities towards the sea are dan- 
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gerous, and the cliffs steep. There are, how- 
ever^ some remains of inclosures and circles 
on the sides of this hill. There are also bur- 
rows on different parts of the Island. 

The next eminence, which is called Watch 
Hill, is the highest in the Island, and affords 
a prospect of all the inhabited Isles of Scilly ; 
and, on a fine day, of the Land's End, bearing 
due East, about ten leagues distant. There 
are some ruins of houses on this hill, and those 
few houses which still remain, — or, rather» 
, which have lately been erected, under it, are 
called the Town of Bryher! The hills to- 
wards the Southward and Westward have a 
green and pleasing appearance. 

The late Church of Bryher was the smallest 
in Scilly. Its length, inside, was only twenty- 
two feet ; its breadth, fourteen ; and its height, 
seven feet and a half.— Such, probably, were 
the original dimensions of all the Off-Island 
Churches. — Bryher Church had long beeij 
much out of repair, yet its sequestered appear- 
ance was not unpleasing.— rin the neat little 
burial ground surrounding it, I noted, the fol- 
lowing inscription on a young woman who 
died in child-bed : 

"The babe sprii^gs to light, — 

^* But she that bare him breathes her last" - 

Another of these humble mementos alters 

X 2 
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an expression of Pope's, perhaps not rancb 
for the worse : 

<< How loved, hdw honotired, once, araik thee not; 
. " To whom related, or by whom forgot J^ 

In 1821, the Society for Promoting the En- 
largement and Building of Churches and Cha- 
pels granted the sum of £250 towards re- 
building the Church at Bryher. The work 
is now in progress, and the building will pro- 
bably be opened for Divine worship in the 
course of the present Spring. — The ground 
plan is taken from the Church at St. Agnes. 

On the South- West part of Bryher, and op- 
posite Gweall Island, is a promontory, termi- 
nated by a very steep and high green hilly 
called Gweall Hill. On each side of this 
promontory is a bay; and, in the centre of 
the isthmus, is a fine lake or pond of fresh 
water, covering a space of between three and 
four acres, but subject to brackishness by the 
spray of the sea. 

There are three wells of very good water in 
Bryher ; but one of them becomes dry^ and 
another nearly so, at neap tides ; — their com- 
munication with the sea, is, therefore, past 
dispute. There is also a spring of fresh water 
in a cliff in the North- West part of the Island, 
" upon which," it is observed, ** the sun never 
shines." It is too remote to be of service, and 
is difficult of access. 
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The Southernmost hill of Bryher is called 
Samson Hilly from its proximity to the Island 
of that name. There are three burrows on its 
summit, but the flat stones which formerly 
covered them have been removed. On the 
West side of this hill is an extensive plain, 
called the Green^ where the Islanders indulge 
in the recreation of walking, and conversing 
with their acquaintance, on Sunday evenings. 
This seems a more sociable feature in their 
character than is observable amongst the in- 
habitants of either of the other Islands. — ^This 
Green is a pleasing walk, and is terminated by 
a pretty outlet called (but for what reason it 
were vain to enquire) Russia Bay, Perhaps 
this name of Russia is (like the modern names 
of many other places in Scilly) corrupted from 
some more ancient and expressive word. 

There is much land yet in Bryher which 
only wants the hand of cultiTation tp cause it 
to " give seed to the sower, and bread to the 
eater ;" and on the whole, this may be reck- 
oned as pleasing a spot as either of the Off- 
Islands. 



The Island of Samson lies longitudinally 
nearly due South of Bryher, to which there 
fu-e strong grounds for supp03ing it was for- 
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merly united, as it is connected with that Is- 
land by sands, which are passable at low 
water, and, on the shifting of which, the re- 
mains of hedges have been discovered in 
places which are now more than twelve feet 
under water at high tides. Son^e ruins of 
houses are also still visible in the sands on 
the shore. 

Samson, in its present state, contains about 
a hundred and twenty acfes, seven houses, 
and thirty four inhabitants. It consists of two 
high hills, the outermost of which is in form 
of a cone, but the inner one, which i6 called* 
Bryher Hilly is of a more rotund form. The 
latter is covered with large rocks, stones, and 
sand which has wholly destroyed all traces of * 
vegetation, and presents nothing to interest the 
visitor, except the mielancholy remains of a 
few inclosures, atid some large masses of rock, 
split and scattered by lightning. — The other 
hill is crowned by a line of sepulchral mounds, 
— the solitary, but not undisturbed, dormito- 
ries of the illustrious dead of generations far 
remote.* 



* Troutbeck, who is copied by some subsequent writers, 
numbers eleTen of tbose burrows, but 1 only observed 
seven. Perhaps, however, the confusion occasioned by 
the removal of the earth and stones for purposes of cu- 
riosity or convenience, may have caused me to overlook 
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Bmt Utile of Sam^Dnis cultivated, ojr capable 
of cultiration. The iafaatHitants support theia- 
selves by fissbii^, makiiig. kdp, and pilotiug 
oocasionallyy but tkey regi!et that < there is rm 
braBchnpilot xm the Jsiland^ so that their profits 
from tlas latter 'Source of employniiQpt.arefFe- 
qu^Eitly coateated, and eveahorne away, by 
the licensed pilots of other Islands* 

There is- n^ > place of woi^hap oa Sam^ou ; 
the Islanders therefore attend the Churches of 
the oth^ Islands on Sundays, as well as on 
pther occasions connected with the public 
rites of religion. 

The water on^ Samson is so very bad as to 
be unfit for use in Summer ; the Islanders are 
therefore forced to fetch that necessary article 
in boats firom Bryher or Tresco. On the low 
neck of land connecting the two hills of which 
the Island is composed, there are two wells, 
which have been recently sunk, but they are 
nearly choked with sand* the increase of 
which, even within the last half a century, is 
astonishing, and its destructive effect deplo- 
rable. My guide, — an aged and intelligent man 
of Tresco, — told me that he remembered when 
the neck before mentioned, consisted of fine 
meadows, the little eminences around it being 



some ; and the Island is not sufficiently interesting t^ in- 
vite a second visit. 
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covered with blackberry bushes. This was 
between forty and fifty years since. Although 
it is now utt^ly destitute of any green things 
yet it may b6 mentioned, as a proof of th» 
goodness of .the soil before it was thus en- 
croached upon, that, on removing the sand 
to the depth of two feet or less, a fine strong 
clay is discovered, which, no doubt, was for- 
merly capable of carrying' any crop. 



Due West from the centre of Bryher, and 
about half a mile distant, is the famous large 
rock, or Isle, of Scilly, which gives name to 
the whole group of Islands and rocks around 
it. It is not more than a quarter of a mile in 
circumference, and consists of solid rock, 
divided into two very distinguished cone-like 
tops, on each of which there is a little rank 
grass ; and, on one, a pool of fi-esh water. It 
is neither the highest nor outermost of the 
SciUy rocks, as some have asserted. The 
depth of water around it is considerable. 

Some years ago, ( it has been related to me) 
during a violent stonn, a vessel was thrown in 
the fork, between the two tops of Scilly, and 
dashed to pieces. Many of the crew perished, 
but others saved themselves by scrambling to 
the top of one of the rocks, where they re^ 
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mained some days before any boat could 
^approach. At lei^th ^ pilot-boat from St. 
Agnes ventured off and .took them in, wh^i; 
the boat was upset and ahuost.all in her were 
drowned, including two of themes who had, 
thus volunteered in the *cause of humanitgr. 

Between Scilly and Bryher is an Isle called 
Gwedil^ containing about ten acres but un- 
inhabited. To the South- West is a very large 
rock, called Castle BryKery about sixty feet 
high; and, near this, an extensive ledge, or 
low Island, called Inaswittick. About half a 
mile to the South is Mincarlo^ an islet con- 
taining about twelve acres. Rather more than 
half a mile East-South- East of Mincarlo, and 
close to Samson, is another White Island,^ 
consisting of seven or eight acres. 

Various rocks and ledges stud the intervals 
between these isles, and add to the diversity of 
the scene. The principal of these are Maide$i 
Sower^ Black JRock^ Seal Rock, Great and 
Little MinaltOf and some others of less fanciful 
denomination. In the channels between these 
rocks and isles, the depth of water is from 
three to seven fathoms. — in one place only 
does it reach to ten ; but immediately outside, 
towards the sea, it extends to twenty or thirty 

* See an account of Uib larger White Island^ in the di- 
vision belonging to St Martin's; Part II. chap. iL 
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fathoms. — ^Ilie passage between Samson and 
St. Agnes is called the Broad Sound, but 
its numerous ledges render it unsafe, except 
to skilfol pflots. The distance betwe^i the 
two last mcsrtioned Islands is abore two' 
miles. 
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Chapter V. 
St. AGNES ISLAND. 

Searings and Distance of St. Agnes from the 
nearest Islands. — Dimensions and Poptda* 
tioh. — Exfcelknt State of the Light House. 
— Singular Proposal for Signals at SciUy. 
----The Church. — Pleasing Anecdote of the 
Inhabitants. — The Pond. — Burnt Island. — 
St. WarmCs Well.— Pericles Bay.— The 
Isthmus. — FisMng Cove. — Porth Conger. — 
The (rngh — Inconveniences of Landing on 
St. Agnes. — Rats brought here by a Ship. 
. — Annbt IsLANi>. — The Western Rocks. — 
Conclusion. 



On the South-West side of St. Mary's,-^ 
from which it is separated by St. Mary's 
Sound, — and distant about one mile and a 
half from the Garrison, lies St. Agnes, the 
most remote and exposed of the Scilly Is- 
lands. It lies in a line due South of Bryher 
and Samson, and is distant from the latter 
about two miles and a half. The channel be- 
tween them is called the Broad Sound. 
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St. Agnes may peculiarly be called the 
region of rocks. It is not only surrounded by 
rocks and ledges on every side next the sea, 
but the Mrhole coast is little else than a mass 
of rugged and almost inaccessible granite 
blocks, worn into various singular forms by 
the change of seasons, and connected with the 
different points or headlands by ^ecks of 
stones, shattered from the adjacent shores, 
and aggrouped in wild confusion, by the vio- 
lence of oft-recurring storms. Yet the land 
within is the best cultivated, and consequently 
onost fertile, of any in the Islands. 

The outKhe of St. Agnes is very iri^guli^. 
Following the indentions* of the bays And' ike 
protrusions of the headlands, ^e circuit of its 
coast (exclusive of the Gugh) is aboot four 
miles and a half. It may be sufficient to state 
that its extreme length is about one mile, and 
its average breadth half a mile. It contains 
three hundred acres, sixty houses and two 
hundred and eighty two inhabitants The 
Gugh (or Gugh Island^ as it is called by some) 
lies on the North- East side of St. Agnes, with 
which it is connected by a sa^dy isthmus, 
passable at low water, and forming two large 
bays. The Gugh is three quarters of a mile 
long, and one quarter of a mile broad ; but it 
is stony and uncultivated 

St. Agnes must necessarily be an object of 
peculiar interest to seamen from the Light 
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House erected on it, which nightly Asplays its 
vivid ray over the waves of the Atlantic. This 
substantial, useful, and ornamental building 
stands on the highest part of the Island, which, 
however, is not more than fifty feet above the 
level of the sea. The Light House is of a 
circular form, the circumference at the base 
being one hundred feet, and gradually tapering 
towards the top to sixty four feet. The build- 
ing is of stone, and the walls are six feet thick 
at the bottom, aiid three at the top. The 
height of the tower is fifty two feet, and the 
lantern by which it is surmounted is twenty 
feet high^ This lantern is wholly composed 
of glass and Wood, but secured on the outside 
by iron supporters. Each pane is two feet 
and a half long, two feet wide, and one quarter 
of an inch thick. The following account of 
the machinery within may not be unacceptable 
to the curious. 

In the centre of the lantern is a large kind 
of circular box, covered with sheet copper, as 
is the whole of the floor. From the centre of 
this box arises a pole or shaft of iron, sup- 
porting a frame work of a triangular shape on 
its surface, and consequently displaying three 
sides to the spectator. To each of these sides 
are fixed ten parabolic reflectors^ of copper^ 
plated with silver; each about eighteen inches 
in diameter, and seven in concavity. These, 
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— ^whiqh iffe cleaned every 4ay,— are bigkly 
polished, and beautifully .bright. Before each 
reflectpr is fi^ed an Airgand lamp* These ten 
lan^ps and reflectors are fixed in three horizon- 
tal lines or rows, there being tbree at the top, 
fqur in the middle row, and three at- the bot- 
tom : In the whole, thirty. Soon after sun- 
set all the lamps are lighted. By turning a 

.screw, the wheels in the box are set in motion, 
and, that motion is continued >through the night 
by the strain of ropes, weights, and pullies, 
(like those of a clock) descending to a lower 
i}pQr. The revolution of the triangular frame 

; is performed in one minute and a hsdf : Thus, 
in every hfilf minute there is a dkplay of the 
waxiiig, the full, and the waning appearance 
of one side, or face, of .the frame, continually 
sweeping the horizon. These traositions are 
so regular, and strcHigly marked, as, seen on 
the neighbouring Islands, have the most beau- 
tiful and interesting efTect, especially in a dark 
night. It is but justice to the present light- 
keepers to say, that every part of the light 

.House is kept in the most clean and perfect 
order, and shewn to strangers with great at- 
tention.'' 



^ Such is the splendour of the light that it freqnendy 
attracts a great namfoer of hirds, which, darting Tiolently 
against the lantern, fall, stunned or lifeless, in the gallery 
which surrounds it* 
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Tkere are proper pipes tmd yentilatMs fw 
conveying away the smoke and letting in the 
air to the light-room. 

On the outside of the lant^m is a gallery, 
six feet and a half wide, surrounded by high 
iron railing, affording a view of the whole is- 

. land, and of the surrounding rocks and sea, to 
a great extent. 

The outer part of the Light House being 
repaired and white-washed every year, the 

' building is almost as ser?iceable by day as by 
mght, being a conspicuous mark for all ships 
coming from the Southward. 

The present Ltight House was erected in the 
year 1660, by Captains Hugh Till and Simon 
Bayley, at the expence of the Corporation of 
the Trinity House ; and, according to Trout* 
beck, ^* had an early r^putation of being very 
useful to navigation." Formerly, however, the 
light was emitted by coals, laid on in large 
quantities, and rendered more glaring and 
niddy by being frequently stirred; although 
Heath more than insinuates that sometimes 
the fire was never kindled, or was suffered tq 
decay before the night was out. I know not 
at what time lamps were first, used here^ but 
the present rotatory motion of the. lights was 
the invention of the late ingenious Mr. Adam 
Walker, lecturer in natural and experimental 
philosopliy, who personally superintended the 
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erection of the ^hole machinery » which was 
completed in the year 1790.** 

It is a happy thing for the inhabitants of St. 
Mary's, and indeed of all the Scilly Islands, 
that the light at St. Agnes has long been in 
such perfection as to alSbrd them no reason to 
fear that any fatnre application will be made 
to Parliament to supply its deficiency in such 
a manner as was proposed by the late Mr. 
Whiston, and which, had it been acceded to, 
must have driven all the people from Scilly in 
search of a place where they might enjoy one 
nighf^ restf at least, in their lives, of which 
they would have been utterly debarred by his 
invention. In a proposal presented to Parlia* 
ment by Whiston, in 1716, it was suggested, 
" that a ball of light or fire" should " be 
thrown up from St. Mary's every midnight^ 
and three times more every night;'' — and that 
'' the mortar and ball " should be such as 
might '' afford light above a degree of a great 
circle, or sixty geographical miles; and the 
sound heard above one third of the same dis* 
. tance"!!! — This would be " braying in a mor- 
tar" indeed! 



^This active and able man died at Richmond, in Feb. 

' 1B21, at the age of eighty eight years. The Eidmranim, 

* the Celestina, the Warm- Air Stoves, the revolving light 

L on the Isle of Cromer, and several scientific publications, 

attest the utility of his labours. Requiescat in pace / 
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There are two light-keepers on St. Agnes, 
who have salaries of £ 100 per annum each, 
and houses and gardens adjoining the Light 
House, besides some smaller advantages.'' 

The houses on St. Agnes are not erected 
near one spot, as in the other Island- jToitiw, 
but are scattered over the Isle according to 
the taste or convenience of the inhabitants* 
They are built of stone, and covered with 

'Notwithstanding the excellent measures which are 
adopted to render the Light of St. Agnes extensively be* 
neficial, — ^there is one cause, and that not of unfrequent 
occurrence, by which all those measures may, for a while, 
be rendered fruitless; — I mean, the prevalence of thick 
^oggy weather. Such weather has ever been productive 
of apprehension to mariners, especially when near land ; 
And in such weather it was (to give a very recent instance 
or two by way of illustration) that the Spanish brig Pro* 
viden^, and the English schooner York, were totally 
wrecked, within half a mile of St. Agnes ; — ^the former in 
1821, and the latter in 1822. In order, therefore, to pro- 
vide a juccecfanetcnt for sight thus obstructed^ it appears 
desirable that recourse should be had to sound; or, to 
speak more plainly, that, near every Light-house, a set of 
three large bells should be provided (to be rung by a me* 
chanical contrivance) which should be employed by day 
or night during the continuance of hazy and gloomy 
weather.* 



* A proposal of this kind was made by the Author, to the Secretary 
of the Corporation of the Trinity House, soon after the loss of the 
^ Spanish brig before mentioned ; of which, however, no notice oppem 
4o ha'ce been taken/ 

Y 
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thatch, but are remarked as being more clean 
in the interior than those on any other Island. 

A little to the Westward of the Light (louse 
18 St. Agnes Church; a brief account of which, 
as well as of the religious edifices which have 
preceded it on this Island, may not be deemed 
uninteresting. 

In Leland's time there was a chapel on St. 
Agnes, dedicated to the Saint from whom the 
Island derives its name ; but it is not certain 
when it was erected or demolished. Trout* 
beck says, '' it is handed down by tradition 
.Hiat the old Church was beaten down by the 
Parliament forces, and that it lay in ruins 
many years ; and a dwelling-house was built 
upon the spot with the materials. Several 
people now living," he adds, '' can remember 
the arch standing which was between the nave 
of the Church and the chancel, built with fine 
free stone in the same manner as the arches in 
the ruins of the Abbey Church at Tresco. The 
dwelling-house," he continues, " which was 
built with the materials of the old Church, and 
upon the spot where it stood, was washed 
away, as well as great part of the burial- 
ground, with a high tide in the year 1744,"* 
so no remains of it are now to he seen." 

' It was in that year, and probably at the same time, 
that Hugh Town, at St, Mary's, was overflowed, by the 
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In 1685, the inhabitants of St. Agnes^ having 
received a considerable snm for the salvage of 
a French vessel that had been driven amongst 
the rocks ; agreed, with a degree of piety and 
prudence that did equal honour to their heads 
and hearts, to apply the money in the erection 
of a new Church. This was accomplished; 
and the Church, so built, was newly roofed 
and otherwise repaired by the Islandei^, in 
1760; — ^the duty (except marrying and christ- 
ening) having been wholly performed by a 
succession of fishermen, until the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge established a 
Missionary on Tresco, for the purpose of at- 
tending to the spiritual wants of all the Off- 
Islanders. 

Subsequently it was deemed expedient by 
the Society, to appoint another Missionary to 
the exclusive charge of St. Agnes and St. 
Martin's ; leaving Tresco and Bryher to 
the care of the clergyman established on 
the former Island. — A few years since the old 
Church on St. Agnes was found to be in so 
great a state of decay, Stfid^ so much too small 
for the increased population of the place, that 
it was judged necessary to take it down and 
erect another of larger dimensions. Subscrip- 

sea breaking over the banks of Forth Cressa; as hath 
already been mentioned in the account of that Island. 

Y 2 
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tions for this purpose were raised in varioas 
parts of England, but of their amount no cer- 
tain information can now be obtained. The 
Islanders contributed their manual labour, and 
even their pecuniary mites, with the greatest 
alacrity ; and the building (though unfinished) 
was opened for public worship about five years 
since. It suffered much, however^ from the 
state in which it was left; and almost daily 
sustained such injuries from the weather,^ as 
threatened to render it, in a short time, unfit 
for use. On my arrival here, I found that the 
North wall had started from the West end in 
one long fissure; extending from the top to 
the bottom. There were several leaks in the 
roof, which is of pantiles; and there wa^; 
neither pulpit, altar, nor font. The space de- 
signed for the chancel was occupied with 
mortar and other materials purchased for the 
building, but never employed ! The aperture 
for a window at the East eiwi was roughly 
boarded up, and the frames wer^ laid on some 
beams overhead, the Islanders being utterly 
unable to pay for glazing them. There was a 
tower at the West end of the Church, but it 
had neither floors, stairs, windows, or pinna- 
cles : The crazy small bell was suspended by 
two sticks placed cross-wise, and serving as. 
a roost for numerous birds, whose moulted 
feathers covered the space below. — By its 
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shrilly clamorous, and plaintive sound when 
rung — (for the bells of the Islands are never 
tolled!) — it seemed to bewail the wretched 
state of the building to which it was attached. 

Neither was the Church more distinguishable 
for its internal accommodations ; — eleven large 
pews, ranged so as to form two aisles, were all 
the advantages it had to boast for a population 
of near three hundred souls ! most of whom are 
remarkable for the regularity and punctuality 
of their attendance on Divine Service. 

Having failed in my first application to the 
Society for Promoting the Enlargement and 
Building of Churches and Chapels (through 
an inadequate census of the population, with 
which 1 had been furnished) I was not a little 
gratified by the exertions of the Islanders, who, 
at their own labour and charges, took down 
the fractured wall, and rebuilt it in a substan- 
tial manner. At my own expence, therefore, 
I improved the chancel, and put in a window 
at the East end, corresponding with those in 
the body of the Church. A grant of Fifty 
Pounds having been subsequently obtained 
from the above Society, and some other little 
aid procured, the interior of the building has 
been fitted up in a decent style : A suitable 
altar, pulpit, and desks, have been erected and 
neatly painted ; and .a gallery, capable of ac- 
commodating above seventy people, has been 
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constructed at the West end, and two addi- 
tional large pews in the Church. I regret/ 
however, to add, that through the smallness 
of the above grant, and the unsuccessfiUness 
of my attempts to procure private contribu- 
tions in Cornwall, the roof and tower are still 
in a very unpleasant state, tending swiftly to 
decay. 

St. Agnes Church, including the chancel 
(which is of diminished height and breadth) 
is forty five feet long; thirty five broad; and 
fifteen feet high ; — ^but this height is apparently 
much increased on the inside, the roof (which 
is lofty) being plastered against the pin. It is 
the most light and airy Church in Scilly, hav- 
ing five large windows (8 feet by 5 feet 8 
inches) and four smaller ones. Four of these 
were given by the Corporation of the Trinity 
House. The principal entrance is through 
the tower, but there is a smaller one on the 
South side. The aisles are of lime ash, like 
all the other Off-Island Churches. There is a 
little cemetery, with a few head-stones, around 
the building. 

Somewhat less than a quarter of a mile to 
the North- East of the Church, on a low neck 
of stones and sand diverging on each side to 
the sea, which is not above thirty yards distant, 
is a large circular pond of fresh water, five 
hundred and twenty yards in circumference. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CjBj^V.] THE SCILLY ISLANDS. 327 

and from six to twelve feet in depth in the 
middle, according to the season of the year. 
This water is used by most of the inhabi- 
tants, and is also convenient for the cattle and 
poultry. — It is pretty plentifully stocked with 
eels. — When the water is rendered brackish 
by the spray of the sea, or by the overflowing 
of high tides, (which frequently happens ) the 
islanders open a channel through the stony 
and sandy bank, and let the whole of the 
water run off. The channel is then closed, 
and the bason is soon filled again. The ex- 
istence of a subterraneous fresh- water spring, 
so copious, and so near the sea, may justly be ' 
considered a matter of wonder and specu- 
lation. — ^There are no hills near the pond by 
which it might be supplied with streams. Its 
margin is of sand, on the outside of which are 
stones and rocks, where even black cattle and 
sheep come down to feed on the sea-weed 
cast up by the tide." 

*" May not the sea itself, in addition to the spring or 
springs of fresh water, contribute to the speedy replenish- 
ment of this pond after its being drained, by oozing through 
the banks which surround it ? It is a weH known fact that, 
at Botallack Mine, near the Land's £ttd,— the workings of 
which extend a considerable way under the bed of the 
ocean,— the water, which in some places filters through, 
i^ by that means deprived of a great proportion of its 
salts* ' 
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Troutbeck says, "between this Pool and 
the Light House, within the last forty years, 
were several fine fields, now entirely useless, 
by means of the sand being blown over them, 
which are now open to the common." Some 
of the oldest inhabitants of the Island have as- 
sured me that in their recollection the space 
now covered by the pond itself, as well as the 
suiTounding sandy plain, was meadow land. — 
The remains of a hedge, running across the 
centre of the pond, may still be seen when the 
water is low. 

At a little distance from the pond, inland, is 
a well of very good water, which is n^ver dry ; 
and which (like the wells at Bryher) rises and 
falls according to the flowing or ebbing of the 
sea. 

The low rocky neck on which the Pool is 
situated, has three rugged cams on it, and one 
at its extremity, called Burnt Island^ which is 
suiTOunded by the sea at high w ater. Indeed 
most of those small Islands, as they are called, 
which lie near the larger Isles, are only the 
extremities of peninsulae at low tides. 

On the South- West side of St. Agnes is 
Sancta Wama Bay, and on the shore was 
formerly a little Well, dedicated to the same 
saint, who was considered by the ancient 
inhabitants of the Island as their benefactress, 
by sending wrecks on shore, and presiding 
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over their fortune when at sea. They had a 
tradition that the saint came over from Ireland 
in a corracle ( a boat made of wicker work, 
and covered with raw hides ^) and landed in 
the bay which still bears her narae^ but in 
what century this voyage was made, or who 
St. Wama was, 1 have been unable to dis- 
cover. Heath says, "in honour and grati- 
tude" to this saint, '' several of the inhabitants 
pay their annual devotions at the place,'' 
(i.e. the well) " on the day after Twelfth 
Day, cleaning it out, and using certain supersti- 
tious ceremonies in their thanksgiving ; which 
being ended, they make a general feasting and 
rejoicing throughout the Island." Troutbeck 
uses Heath's words, but in the past time; as if 
the practice had utterly failed into disuse when 
he wrote ; yet many aged people of the Island 
remember an annual rejoicing day in honour 
of the saint, which was celebrated by a dis- 
charge of fire-arms over the Well, and such 
other expressions of joy as the means of the 
Islanders aflForded. — ^^Water is still to be ob^ 
tained from this shallow well as often as it is 
cleaned out. 

There are several grotesque cams, or na- 
tural piles of rock, on St. Agnes, but an enu- 
meration of their names (which are mostly 

^ See Part I. chap. ii. 
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modern, and either insignificant or puerile ) 
\;vould afford but little information, and less 
pleasure, to the rleader. 

Dr. Boiiase describes a logan stone on this 
island, of extraordinary height and magnitude 
being forty seven feet in circumference, and 
eight feet six inches in height, and which 
might easily be put in motion by being touched 
with a pole from below. The bottom of the 
logan (or logging) rock, being nearly glo- 
bular, is supposed by the Doctor to have been 
rounded by art, if not placed by art on the 
rock that still supports it. 

Having been for a long time desirous of see- 
ing one of those masses whose admirable 
poise, whether fortuitous or scientific, may 
justly excite sensations of awe; I 'endea- 
voured, by the Doctor's description, to find 
this moving wonder, — but its principal attrac- 
tion, — the power* of being acted upon by a 
slight momentum,— had ceased to be. The 
rock to which Dr. Borlase alludes, stands on 
Wingletang Downs, near the Southern ex- 
tremity of the Island, and is called by the 
modem race of Islanders, the Gianfs Punch 
Bowl! It consists of three masses of rock. 
The lower mass does not project above one foot 
from the ground. On this stands an immense 
block, about fifty four feet in circumference 
fmd about eleven feet high from its subface, 
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which does not press on the lower mass with 
more than half its breadth, — a very large 
chasm having been formed all round by the 
weather. This block is crowned by the Bowl, 
which is a large rock of the shape and dimen- 
sions stated by Borlase, and having a cavity 
or bason on the top capable of containing a 
hogshead of water, and which has no outlet. 
The Bowl rests partly in a concavity of the 
larger block, and partly on a rugged pro- 
tuberance branching from it, against which it 
seems to have been cast by storms. It presses 
neither of these points by a space of one foot, 
and its oscillatory powers might probably be 
easily restored by removing a little of the pro- 
tuberance above noticed. The height of the 
top of tfie Bowl, from the ground, is twenty feet. 

On the North side of the Church is a rocky 
inlet called Pericles Bay. This denomination 
of itself would go far to settle the point of the 
original commerce of the Island. At present, 
however, this bay is generally known by the 
name of Forth Nicholas, or the still more 
barbarous, — though not equally distant, — cor- 
ruption^ of Prigless! 

The neck of sand which connects St. Agnes 
with the Gugh, is subject to be shifted by high 
tides and violent seas, aider the recess of 
which it sometimes appears nearly level, and 
at others, it is heaped up like the top of a 
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waggon. The bay on the South side of this 
neck is called the Cove, at the entrance of 
which are seven fathoms of water; but this 
depth diminishes rapidly inwards to one fa- 
thom. Considerable quantities of ling and 
other fish are caught here, but the inhabitants 
of St. Agnes are only allowed to fish in turn 
with those of the other Islands who attend 
here in succession for that purpose. 

The N'orthem bay between the Gugh and 
St. Agnes is called Perth Conger^ the water 
of which is shallow. On the Island side is 
the Preventive watch-hou^e, below which is a 
landing-place^ of very indifferent accommoda- 
tionSy terminated by an ascent of very steep 
acclivity. The Corporation of the Trinity 
House offered a grant of one hundred pounds, 
a few years since, towards the erection of a 
quay here, which would have been a great ad- 
vantage as well to His Majesty's Service as to 
the natives of Scilly in general. But that sum 
being utterly inadequate to remunerate the time 
and labour required, the proposal was aban* 
doned; and the visitants of St. Agnes must 
continue to scramble over its sedgy rocks in 
the best manner they can ! 

In the cliff, on the Western side of Forth 
Conger, is a fine running stream of fresh water, 
— the only one in St. Agnes; and which sup- 
plies most of the inhabitants of this part of the 
Island. 
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The Gtigh contains nothing particularly de- 
scrying notice. It is uncultivated, and affords 
a miserable pasture to a few straggling sheep. 
Yet the remains of hedges, and several bur- 
rows, seem to indicate that it was not always 
thus neglected. The different summits of its 
ridging back are topped by some remarkable 
hoary cams. 

Opposite the North- West extremity of the 
Gugh is a large and terrific rock called the 
Cow ; and between this rock and the land, is 
a smaller one, called the Calfj the brown head 
of which is scarcely visible at high water. 
The channel between these rocks and St. 
Agnes is very deep, and the general agitation 
of the sea, great. Hence the necessity of the 
quay, before mentioned. 

One bay in St. Agnes, named Perth Killier^ 
deserves notice from the following circum- 
stance, which is mentioned on the authority of 
Troutbeck. A very large ship, belonging to 
Shields, and bound to Liverpool, was strand- 
ed here in a gale, but the crew were all saved, 
and the vessel was subsequently got off. 
" There was not a rat upon the Island before 
this accident," says my author, ** but now 
these creatures are numerous." It was pro- 
bably in some such manner that other islands, 
far remote from any continent, were first re- 
plenished with different species of animals^ 
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the existence of which, in sach situations, 
has occasioned so much speculation amongst 
naturalists. 



About a quarter of a mile to the Westward 
of St. Agnes, is the low and desolate isle of 
Annet (or Agnet) containing about fifty 
acres.^ Seen from St Mary's it appears joined 
to St. Agnes, and is terminated on the West 
by four large, distinct, cone-like rocks, called 
Annet Head. Annet is uncultivated, but is 
used for pasturing cattle, and is occasionally 
visited by pic-nic parties from St. Mary's, for 
the purpose of shootii^ rabbits, &c. 

The "remains of hedges" and "foundations 
of houses," not only on the Isle but in the 
sand on the shore, which is covered at high 
water, are mentioned by Troutbeck, to shew 
that Annet was formerly inhabited, or at least 
cultivated; and that it must have suffered 
much from the encroachments of the sea, to 
which it is peculiarly exposed. There are 
certainly nO vestiges of hedges on the Island 
at present, nor could I trace any thing that 

»..,.. -. . ■ I ■ ■ . i m ■ I ■ .. .1 ■ ■ ■ ^ ■■ ■ I . 

^ Troutbeck Strangely errs in computing the number of 
acres on this Island at ninety. Heath reckons it only 
forty. 
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bore the slightest resemblance to the founda- 
tions of houses, neither is there any thing to 
induce a belief that the Isle was ever popu- 
lated or cultivated y although some parts of the 
soil are good, and the whole might be advan- 
tageously occupied by three or four resident 
families. The whole Island is used by the 
people of St. Agnes for pasturing cattle. 
There are many rabbits on Annet, and the 
sea-birds come here in great plenty to deposit 
their eggs on the open ground. — ^There is a 
singular chasm in the North- East end of the 
Island, called Lake Anthown, about forty 
yards long, from three to four wide, and 
seven deep, as far as it has been traced. 
The rocks around are black, like those near 
the chasms of White Island and Tean. 
Troutbeck says, this is supposed to have 
been an old iron mine. — ^There are several 
cams and rock-basons on Annet, but none 
deserving particular notice. 

Nearly North- West of St. Agnes, and North- 
East of Annet, are two large rocks, surrounded 
by several smaller ones, called Great and 
Little Smith, The channel between these 
rocks and Annet is called Smith's Sounds 
which ( notwithstanding it has from eight to 
twelve fathoms of water ) is narrow and dan- 
gerous, and not to be ventured on but by a 
skilful pilot. *" 
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To the Southward and Westward of St. 
Agnes and Annet, the Rocks of Scilly^ pro- 
perly so called, — or, as they are here denomi- 
nated, the Western Rocks ^ — ^the source of so 
many naval disasters, — stretch away in every 
diversity of shape, size, and danger, to an ex- 
tent of nearly five miles. The principal of 
these, in magnitude, (but not, therefore, the 
most dangerous) are Melledgauj about half a 
mile in circumference; GoreggaUy of nearly 
the same dimensions; Rosevear; Rosevean; 
Crebawitherij near three quarters of a mile 
round; Camperdenyy PednathisCy Sec. &c. The 
sea between and around them is thickly stud- 
ded with rocks and ledges, of melancholy 
celebrity in the annals of shipwreck. Even 
whto viewed amidst the stillness of a Summer's 
sea, a "grim repose" seems to hang around 
them, and the mind painfully reverts to the 
long catalogue of distressing casualties to 
which they have given rise: 

•* Again the dismal prospect opens round, — 

** The wreck, the shores, the dying, and the drowned ;" 

but, seen amidst the terrors of a Winter's 
storm, — with the sky frowning above, and the 
maddened ocean howling below, while the 
white foam flies with lightning-like precipi- 
tancy up their rugged sides, and expands in 
showers of spray over their moss-fringed tops. 
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—curiosity gives place to painful apprehen* 
sion; — the remembrance of past calamities 
opens the way to melancholy anticipation; 
— ^and, while the eye glances over the wide- 
spread and dark-rolling sea, the heart involun*. 
tarily ejaculates, 

" My God, have mercy on the mariner ! " 

It is, however, a source of no small consola* 
tion to reflect that, through the attention which 
has so long been bestowed on the Light of 
Scilly ; — through the recent imprcrvements in 
the Hydrography of this part of the Empire ; 
— and, above all, through the mercy of a be- 
neficent and ever-watchfid Providence ; much 
of the terror which formerly hung around these 
Isles is dissipated ; much of the uncertainty 
that once counteracted the enei^ of the sea- 
man, is removed ; and that, ^though the feel- 
ings of sympathy may be sometimes excited 
for individual suffering, no extensive calamity 
has now marked this once-dreaded spot, for a 
series of several years. 

In conclusion I may be allowed to observe 
that, if the different improvements suggested 
in the foregoing sheets should ever be adopted, 
the safety of vessels putjting into the Roads or 
Harbours will be greatly assured, — the advan- 
tage of the warlike and mercantile depart- 
ments will be promoted, — and the prosperity 
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of the Scilly Islands will be permanently es* 
tablished: Whilst, on the contrary, n^lect 
of these measures will lead to further and still 
greater evils than have yet occurred, and 
those evils will derive their finishing shades 
of magnitude, from being then altogether 
irremediable. 



SnU ot 9art It. 
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Aborigines of Scilly, extinction of the, 74. 

Air of Scilly, Salubrity of the, 81. 

St. Agnes Island, position of, 315. —Dimensions and 
Population, 316.-— The Gugh, ib. et 333.— Light-House, 
317. — Church, 322. — Pond, 326. — Incroachments of 
Sand, 328.— St. Warna's Well, and Bay, »6.— Remark- 
able Kock, formerly a Logan Stone, 330. — Pericles 
Bay, 331. — ^The Cove, 332.=— Porth Conger, &c. ib. — 
Kats, how brought to St. Agnes, 333. 

Amusementg of the Scillonians, 230. 

Annet Island, its desolate appearance and condition, 
334. 

Athelstan, King, conquers Scilly, and annexes it to the 
Crown of England, 35. 

Birds and Fowl found at Scilly, 80. 

Bray's ( Dr. ) Lending Library at Scilly, 230. 

Brther Island, Position, Dimensions, and Population 
of, 304.— Flats, 305.— Shipman Head, and Gulf, 305, 
6.— Hills, 306, 7.— Church, 307.— Pond, Wells, and 
Spring, 308. — Green, the, 309, 

Casualties, at Scilly, numerous, 82, 102. 

Church at Scilly, History of the, 101. — Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction of Scilly belongs to the See of Exeter, 37, 
100. — Anomalies in the Church Goyemment of the 
Islands, 101. — Monks and secular Canons formerly at 
Scilly, ib (see also p. 220.) — Lay Clerks oflSciatic^ as 
Readers, 102, 259. — ^Tythes of Scilly, 103. — Registers, 
'104. 

Churches at Scilly described, 193, 258, 296, 307, 322. 

Civil Power, State and Defects of, 98^ 

Clergy at Scilly, their ]N umber and Stations, 101* 

Coroners, formerly civil Governors of Scilly, 36. 

Court or Council, " the Duke's," how chosen, 93. — Mem- 
bers of, 97 — Whimsical Awards of, ib. ( note. ) 

z 2 
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Pay Mark, see St Martin's 

Distress, the recent, at Scilly, 130. — Deplorable Instances 
of, 138.-— Causes of, 132. — Means suggested and adopted 
for its alleviation, 131, et seq» —-H^ow far successful, 138. 
— ^What further measures necessarj for the Relief and 
Employment of the Islanders, 149. 

Druidism, Vestiges of, and Observations on, 174. — Crom- 
lechs and Burrows, 179. — ^Etymology of Burrow, ib. 
(note) — Rock-Basons and Logan Stones, 184.— Sin- 
gular Rock- Basons at Peninis, 187. — ^Whether formed ^ 
by Art or Nature? ib, Tolmen, 199. — Logan -Stones, 
how used, 204. — Druid ical Temples and Circles,* 207. — 
Burrows, the ancient mode of Sepulture, 208. — Arch- 
Druid's Chair,— 213. 

Eastern Islands, the, 245. — Aggregate Dimensions of, 
246. — Great Arthur,ib. — Norenner, 2A1. --Great GaniUy, 
248. — Minewithen, 249« — Smaller Islets, 250. 

Ecclesiastical State of the Islands, 100. 

Education, State of, at Scilly, 107, 232. 

Fish, what species are most common at Scilly, 80. — sin- 
gular Tale of a, 277. 

Fishery, Scilly a suitable Station for, 16. — Means lately 
adopted for the permanent Establishment of, 132. — Re- 
sults of those Means, 142. — National Importance of Fish- 
eries, 143. — What further Measures are desirable for 
the successful prosecution of the Fishery ac Scilly, 148. 
— General Notices relative to Fisheries, especially those 
connected with the Islands, 151. 

Harbours add Anchorages at Scilly, 8. 

St. Helen's Island, 282. — Its former Church, probably 

the most ancient religious Edifice in Scilly, 283. — St. 

Helen's Pool, a Quarantine Station, 285 — Pest-House, 

or Lazaretto, ih. 

Improvements recommended at Scilly: — Breakwaters, 11; 
— Board on Salvage Claims, 12ii i-^Embankment ail^orth 
Cressa, 243; — Fisheries, Extension of the, 144; — Kelp- 
making, 83, 120; — Packets, 235 ; — Pier, to Rat Island, 
St. Mary's 237; — Pilots, System of Licensing, 127; — 
Quays at Off-Islands, 257, 332. 
Inundations at St. Mary's Accounts of, 239, et seq. 
Islanders ( aboriginal ) Manners, Dress, and Employments 
of, 28, et 5cg.~Extinction of, 74. — (modern) Manners 
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of, 106.— Dialects, 106.— Education, 107.— Local At- 
tachment of, ib, — Religious Deportment of, 108. — State 
of their Morals, ib. — Loyalty of, 100. — Vindication of, 
from charges of Indolence, ib. — Their Hardihood at 
Sea, 110. — Affected Independence, ib. — Dress, 111. — 
Faults of, ib. — Employments of, 113. 

Kelp, its Uses, and Mode of Preparation, 114. — ^Manu- 
facture of, extremely offensive, 116.— Price of, per 
Ton, 119. — Improvements in its Preparation suggested^ 
120. 

Light-House, see St. Agnes. 

Lionesse, Tradition of the, examined and confuted, 54, 

' €i teq. 

St. Martin's Island, 252. — Position, Dimensions, and 
Population of, 253. — Its former state, 254. — ^Flats, or 
Sands, 255.— Cruther's Hill, ^d Burrows, 256.— Island 
inconvenient of access, 257. — Higher Town, and Bay, 
258, — Church, 258, et, seq. — ^Various Headlands, Rocks, 
and Bays, 263, et «c^.— Pope's Hole, 264.— St. Martin's 
Head, and Day-Mark, 265.— St. Martin's Bay, 267.— 
Culver Hole, 268.— Extraordinary Appearance of the 
Surface of the Island, 269. — Remarkable Rocks, 275. — 
School House, 277. 

St. Mary's Island, 161. — Position of, 162. — Dimensions 
and Population of, 163.— Hugh Town, 164.— Quay, 166. 
( see also p. 238.) — Carn Thomas, 171. — Porth Mellyn, 
172. — Harry's Walls, 173. — Various Islets and Rocks, 
175. — Telegraph 176. — Porth Cressa, 177, (see also 
pp. 139, and 243.)— Buzza Hill, 178.— Peoinis, re- 
markable Rocks at, 183. — Piper's Hole, 190. — Church, 
193.— Old Town, Bay, and Castle, 196.— Moors, 197— 
Toluien, 199. — Various Cains and Bays, ^01. — Giant's 
Castle, and Bay, 201, 2. — Logan Stones described, 203. 
— Sallakee Downs, 207.-^Porth Hellick (the burial- 
place of Sir Cloudesley Shovel ) 210. — Peter's Downs, 
211. — Remarkable Rocks, 213. — Sun Rock, and Giant's 
Chair, t6.— Mount Toddin, 214.— Toll's Island, i6.— Pel- 
lestree Downs, 215. — Various Bays and Hills, ib. — 
Sandy Bar, 216. — Crow Sound, and St. Mary's Roads, 
217.— The Creeb, «6.— Hellengy Downs, 218.— General 
. Appearance of the Interior of the Island, ib. — Holy 
Vale, 219.— Farms, 221.— The Garrison, ii.— Star Cas- 
tle, 223.— General Observations^ 226.— State of Society 
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and Amusementfl at St. Mary's 229. — Intinclations at 
that Island, 239. 
Military EUablishfneni ni Scilly, 99. 

NORTHWITHIBLL IsLANO, and neighbonring rocks, 286. 

Packets, from Penzance to Scilly, inconvenience of, 233. 
— Improyements suggested, 235. 

Pilots^ ( Branch, or Licensed ) their Number and Privi- 
leges, 127.— Suggestions respecting, t6. 

Piloting, a considerable source of Employment at Scilly, 
121. 

Piper^s Hole, a common denomination of subterraneous 
Island Passages, 192. — ^Description of that at St Mary's, 
190.— At White Island, (St. Martin's) 272.— At Tresco, 
298. ( See Pope'$ Hole. ) 

Po»<& of fresh Water; at Tresco, 290.— At Biryher, 308. 
—At St Agnes, 326. 

Pope's Hole, 264. 

Preventive Water Guard 9X Scilly, see Water Ouard. 

Produdi of Scilly, mineral, vegetable^ and animal, 50, 
et seq, 

Prwisiom, Prices of, in 1750 and 1822. 

J?aifi, but little at Scilly, 83. 

Rat Island, 229. 

Revenue Department, at Scilly, 100. 

Roads and Harbours, 8. 

Romam used Scilly as a place of Banishment, 33. 

Sands, at Scilly, extensive, 51, 53, 84. 

Sandstone, Formation of, 53, 302. 

Salvage, often inadequate to the Risk and Labour ^f the 
Salvors, 124. — Suggestions respecting the equitable 
Adjustment of, 126. 

Samson Island, Position of, 309.-^Greatly desolated by 
Storms, 311.— Much of this Damage of recent date, t^. 

Scilly Islands, Geograpbical Position, Bearings, and 
Distance of, 1, 2. — Collective and individual Appearance 
of, 3, 4. — Names and Dimensions of the principal Isles, 
and Islets, 5. — Ancient Names of, 24, 6, 8; 32, 7, 8; 209. 
— Population of, 5. — Circuit of, 6. — Islands formerly 
united, 65. — Never united to Cornwall, 54, et seq,— 
Changes that have really occurred at Scilly, 66. — How 
effected, 70."-»Sciliy probably known to the remotest 
Nations of Antiquity, 19. — Visited by the Phoenicians, 
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Greeks, aad Romans, 20, 80. — By the Danes and 
Saxons, 34. — By King Athelstan, who annexed the 
Islands to the English Crown, 35. — Government of the 
Islands, down to the time of Henry Vtll, 36. — Reduced 
Condition of, in the fifteenth Century, 40. — Fortified 
hy Elizabeth, ib. — ^The last Refuge of Prince Charles 
(afterwards Charles II,) and the Royalist Army, 41. — 
Reduced by the Parliamentarians, 43. — Not a part of 
the Duchy of Cornwall, 90. — Grant of the Islands by 
William III. to Lord Godolphin, ib. — Powers of the 
Lord Proprietor, 92. — Importance of Scilly to Great 
Britain, 7, et seq, — Capable of being much improved, 11, 
( see Improvements, ) — Soils and Products of the Island, 
60.— Weather, 81.— Water, 12, (See Wells and Ponds.) 

Scilly Rock, or Island, 312. — Distressing Case of 
Shipwreck on, 313. 

Sea, luminous Appearance of, 84. , 

Seven Stones, the, dangerous Rocks, 267, ( see also p. 60 ) 

Shovel, Sir Chudesley, Narrative of the Loss of, with 
several of his Ships, 44. — Where buried, 47. — Remark- 
able Appearance of the place of his Interment, 211, 

Spiritual Affairs, see Church. 

Society, State of, at St. Mary's 230. 

Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, Missionaries 
and Schools of, at Scilly, 102. — Beneficial effects of, 
107. — Liberality of the Society, during the late Distress 
of the Islanders, 136. * 

" Sunset at Scilly, " a Poem, 86. 

Surnames, List of the most prevailing, at Scilly, 84. 

Tarshish, probably Tartessus^ 24. 

Tean Island, 279. — Its Singular Chasms and Cams, 280. 

Thatching, how performed at Scilly, 165* 

Tide, sets round the Islands, 11. 

Tin, mentioned in Scripture, 19, 24. — Could only have 
been known in the East by Commerce, 20. — Whether 
that mentioned in Scripture might not have been raised 
in Scilly ? 23.— Tin used in the Shield of Achilles, 25. — 
Soil of Scilly indicative of the presence of Tin, 26. — 
Vestiges of Tin- Works still visible, and why no more 
remaining, 31, 2. 

Trade of the aboriginal Islanders, 35. 

Trees, but few at Scilly, 60. 

Tresco Island, Position, Population, and Dimensions 
of, 288.*— General Outline of, 289.— Hills of Sand, ib.— 
Abbey Pond, 290.— Fish Cellar^ 140.— Remains of the 
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Abbey, 291. — ^Tradition of the Abbey Wood, 292. 

Druidical Circle, 294. — Lizard Point, 295. — Missionary 
House of the Society for Promoting Christian Know^ 
ledge, 295.— School, 296.— Church, «^.~ Harbour, 

• Town, and Fort, 297. — Dolphin Downs., 298. — Piper's 
- Hole, ib. — Other subterraneous Passages,. 300. — New 
Grinsey Harbour, ib, — Castles, 301. — Samphire plen- 
tiful at Tresco, 302. 

Twelve Men, the, see Court. 

Tyre, a great Emporium for Tin, 24. 

Venomous Reptiks, none in Scilly, 81. 

Water, scarce at Scilly, 12. 

Water Guard, Preventive, State of this Establishment at 

Scilly, 100. — How far the late Distress may have been 

caused or increased by, 133. 
WeatheT', general state of, 81. 
Wells, 84, 221. See Ponds. 
Western Rocks, the, 338. 
Wkiston, Mr., his singular Plan for warning Mariners from* 

Scilly, 320. 
White Island (near St. Martin's ) 271.— Description of 

the Piper's Hole in, 272.— Other remarkable Fiss^reft 

and Appearances, 274. 

. .( near Samson ) 313. 

Winds, generally boisterous, 85. 

Wrecks, some remarkable ones at Scilly noticed, 16, 44, 

267, 312.— More, annually, in the Ports of London and 

Liverpool, than at Scilly, 10.— Why of less frequent 

occurrence now than formerly, 48. 



THE END. 



J. CARTHEW, 
Literary and Commercial Press, Traro; 
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